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STAFF 


Nature  of  Appointment 

Name  of  Officer 

Date  of 
Appointment 

Date  of 
Resignation 

Qualifications 

R.  F.  H.  McELLIGOTT 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Port  Medical  Officer, 
Medical  Inspector  of 
Aliens  and  Common- 
wealth Immigrants 
(Part-time) 

29.12.50t 

M.B.,  Ch.B., 
B.A.O. 

C.  B.  FINDLAY 

Assistant  Medical 

Inspector  of  Aliens  and 
Commonwealth  Immi- 
grants. (Part-time) 

28.  6.55 

M B.,  Ch.B. 

H.  YATES 

do. 

8.10.52 

— 

M.B.,Ch.B., 

M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P. 

L MALLETT 

do. 

21.10.60 

M.B., 

B.S.Lond., 

M.R.C.S.. 

L.R.C.P., 

D.Obst. 

R.C.O.G. 

S.  M.  R.  POWELL 

do. 

3.  2.64 

— 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

1..  H.  VAI.E 

Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  of  Borough 
and  Port 

Assistant  Officer  under 

P.H.  (Imported  Food) 
Regulations,  1937-1948 

1.10.49 

*F.R.S.H.. 

FA. P.H. I.. 
Cert. S. LB. 

L.  F.  PATTMAN 

Deputy  Chief  Public 

Health  Inspector  of 
Borough  and  Port 
Assistant  Officer  under 

P.H.  (Imported  Food) 
Regulations,  1937-1948 

5.1L28 

*A.R.S.H.. 

Cert.R.S.H. 

A STUBBS 

Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  of 

Borough  and  Port 
Assistant  Officer  under 

P.H.  (Imported  Food) 
Regulations,  1937-1948 

1.  2.45 

*Cert.S.LB. 

D.  PREBBLE 

do. 

15.  6.64 

*Cert.S.LB.. 
M.A.P.H.L, 
Cert.  Trop. 

Hygiene 

D.  R.  WISEMAN 

do. 

20.  7.64 

— — 

*Cert. 

P.H.I.E.B.. 

M.A.P.H.L 

S.  DAVEY 

do. 

1.12.64 

— 

♦Cert.S.I.B. 

A.  J.  CYSTER 

Student  Public 

Health  Inspector 

18.11.63 

— 

— 

Mrs*.  L.  F.  BRANN 

Nurse-Attendant,  Medical 

1.  6.56 

30.11.66 

S.E.A.N. 

Inspection  of  Aliens  and 
Commonwealth  Immi- 
grants. (Part-time! 


Mrs.  M.  FITZGERALD 

do. 

1.12.66 

' " 

S.R.N.. 

S.R.F.N.. 

S.C.M. 

R.  F.  MIDDLETON 

Chief  Clerk 

10.  2.49 

— 

— 

Mrs.  M.  PHILLIPS 

Clerical  Assistant 

14.  6.65 

— 

— 

Miss  B.  1.  GOULD 

Clerk  and  Shorthand-typist 

13.  8.62 

30.  9.66 

— 

Mrs.  J.  OWEN 

Clerk  and  Shorthand-typist 

7.11.66 

— 

— 

Mrs.  V.  TAYLOR 

Shorthand- typist 

14.  3.66 

4.11.66 

— 

Mrs.  J.  COSTER 

Shorthand-typist 

7.11.66 

— 

— 

Mrs.  A.  L.  REDDALL 

Clerk/Typist 

1.  6.64 

18.  2.66 

— 

Miss  G.  V.  NICHOLSON 

Clerk /Typist 

21.  2.66 

30.12.66 

— 

t Dr.  McElligott  has  held  Warrant  of  Appointment  as  Assistant  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  since  28th 

October,  1949. 

* Also  holds  Royal  Society  of  Health  Certificate  as  “Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods”. 
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SUMIMARY  OF  HEALTH  REPORT,  1966 


Borough 
Area  ... 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1966  . 

General  Rate  

Estimated  sum  represented  by  a penny 
rate,  1966/67  

Population  (Registrar-General)  1966  : 

Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population 
(including  non-civilians)  ... 
Density  of  Home  Population  ... 


Borough  of  Folkestonh 
4,099  acres 

£1,991,881 

13/8d. 

£8,010 


43,720 

10.5  persons  to  an  acre 


Total  Births  : 

Live  Births 
Still-Births 

Live  Birth  Rate  : 

Total  

Corrected  

{Area  comparability  factor  : 1 .21 ) 


618  (541  legitimate,  77  illegitimate) 
13  (12  legitimate,  1 illegitimate) 


14.13  per  1,000  Home  Population 
17.10  per  1,000  Home  Population 


Total  Deaths  : 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

Deaths  of  Infants  : 

Under  1 year  of  age 

* Under  4 weeks  of  age 

* Under  1 week  of  age 


636  (302  males,  334  females) 

10  (6  males,  4 females) 

6 (4  males,  2 females) 

6 (4  males,  2 females) 


* Included  in  total  figure  of  10  infant  deaths 

Death  Rate  : 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.54  per  1,000  Home  Population 

Corrected  ...  ...  ...  10.61  per  1,(X)0  Home  Population 

(Area  comparability  factor  : 0.73) 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  (under  1 year) : 

Total  Infant  Death  Rate 
Legitimate  Infants 
Illegitimate  Infants 


16.18  per  1,000  live  births 

15.46  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

12.98  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  re  : 


Cancer  ... 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 


2.31 

0.66 

0.66 


Total  Deaths  from  : 

Cancer  ... 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 


101 

29 

29 
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Public  Health  E>epartment, 
Foord  Road, 

Folkestone,  Kent. 

September,  1967. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  oe  the  Borough 
OF  Folkestone. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  state  of 
the  Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone  during  1966. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  population,  including  H.M.  Forces 
stationed  in  the  area,  was  43,720.  This  is  an  increase  of  610  compared  with 
1965. 

There  were  14,281  inhabited  houses,  flats  and  other  establishments  with 
living  accommodation  at  the  end  of  1966  which  gives  an  average  of  3.06 
persons  per  dwelling. 

The  corrected  live  birth  rate  was  17.10  per  1,000  home  population  com- 
pared with  17.7  for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  a decrease  of  3.42  in  the  live 
birth  rate  in  Folkestone  compared  with  the  previous  year  and  is  the  lowest 
birth  rate  since  1962. 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  10.61  per  1,000  home  population  and  shows 
a decrease  of  0.67  and  is  the  lowest  figure  since  1957.  For  comparison  the  1966 
figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  1 1 .7. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  in  first  year  of  life)  was  16.18 
per  1 ,000  live  births  ; the  rate  for  England  was  19.0. 

England 

and 

Folkestone  Wales 

Neo-natal  mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under 

four  weeks  of  age)  per  1,000  live  births  9.70  12.9 

Perinatal  mortality  (still-birth  and  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  week  of  age)  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still-births  ...  ...  ...  30.11  26.3 

Illegitimacy  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  births  124.60  79.0 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  77  giving  an  illegitimacy  rate  of 
124.60  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  79.0  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
average  rate  in  Folkestone  for  the  preceding  5 years  was  91.65. 

Maternal  Mortality 

For  the  twelfth  successive  year  there  were  no  deaths 'due  to  childbirth. 

Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 

Comparison  of  the  incidence  of  the  main  diseases  notified  is  as  follows  : 


1964 

1965 

1966 

Dysentery,  Bacillary 

6 

9 

28 

Measles 

130 

1,018 

188 

Pneumonia  : 

Acute  Primary 

19 

19 

21 

Influenzal  

4 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

48 

16 

Whooping  Cough 

30 

4 

8 

Of  the  sixteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  only  two  were  over  the  age  of  nine 
years.  The  disease  was  mild  and  all  patients  nursed  at  home. 

Although  1966  was  a non-epidemic  year  for  measles  a total  of  188  cases 
were  reported  ; only  six  were  over  the  age  of  ten  years.  A woman  of  28  and  an 
infant  of  two  years,  who  also  had  pneumonia,  were  admitted  to  hospital.  A 
boy  of  eleven  who  developed  measles  after  appendicectomy  was  transferred 
from  the  local  hospital  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

Infective  Hepatitis 

Infective  hepatitis  was  made  a notifiable  disease  in  Folkestone  on  the 
8th  March,  1965  and  during  1966  a total  of  35  cases,  34  civilians  and  one 
member  of  H.M.  Forces,  were  notified  compared  with  196  in  the  previous  year. 

Fifteen  of  the  patients  were  under  the  age  of  15,  twelve  were  between  15 
and  44  years  and  the  remaining  eight  over  the  age  of  45  years. 

Five  of  the  children  attended  Folkestone  Training  Centre  and  in  five  other 
instances  second  cases  occurred  in  the  already  infected  households. 


Vaccination  and  Immunization 

The  Kent  County  Council  continued  to  provide  vaccination  and  im- 
munisation services  which  offered  to  children  a substantial  measure  of 
protection  against  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis,  smallpox,  tetanus  and  whooping 
cough. 

In  view  of  the  amendment  to  the  County  Council’s  proposals  approved  as 
from  the  1st  January,  1963  the  following  is  the  only  information  now  avail- 
able about  vaccination  against  smallpox  carried  out  in  Folkestone  : this 
figure  is  based  on  returns  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  : 

Primary  vaccination  against 

Smallpox — 1 year  424* 

Revaccination- -school  age  but  under 

8 years  4 

* This  is  an  increase  of  22  compared  with  1965. 

The  combined  diphtheria,  tetanus  and  whooping  cough  vaccine  was  in 
use  and  573  primary  and  563  reinforcing  inoculations  and  the  combined  diph- 
theria and  tetanus  vaccine  used  in  6 primary  and  115  reinforcing  inoculations. 

There  has  been  a decrease  in  both  the  primary  and  reinforcing  inoculations 
acainst  diphtheria  compared  with  the  previous  year  : 

1962  1963  1964  1965  1966 

Primary  inoculations  ...  636  581  542  616  579 

Reinforcing  inoculations  414  587  582  712  678 

Oral  vaccine  for  protection  against  poliomyelitis  was  in  routine  use  and 
558  infants  under  the  age  of  four  years  completed  a course  of  three  doses. 

Tuberculosis 

Twelve  new  cases,  9 pulmonary  and  3 non-pulmonary,  were  notified  ; 
this  compares  with  7 pulmonary  and  5 non-pulmonary  in  1965. 

Mass  Radiography 

A survey  by  units  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  was  carried  out  in 
Folkestone  from  10th  to  28th  October,  1966  inclusive;  pregnant  women  and 
children  under  the  age  of  15  years  were  excluded. 

Compared  with  the  last  survey  held  in  1963  attendances  at  the  general 
public  and  industrial  centres  both  showed  an  increase  but  there  was  a re- 
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d action  of  176  in  the  number  of  statf  and  pupils  from  local  schools  ; the  total 
of  7,901  examined  in  1966  showed  an  overall  reduction  of  24  compared  with 
the  previous  survey. 

The  survey  revealed  75  cases  of  inactive  tuberculosis,  and  no  cases  of 
active  tuberculosis  or  lung  cancer  were  found. 

On  the  14th  December,  1966  one  of  the  units  was  sited  at  Bouverie  Square 
and  carried  out  a special  survey  ; 124  examinations  were  carried  out  and  3 
inactive  cases  of  tuberculosis  found. 

Primary  Cancer  of  Lungs  and  Bronchi 

There  were  27  deaths  from  cancer  of  lungs  and  bronchi,  24  men  and  three 
women,  compared  with  21  in  1965  and  24  in  1964.  The  male  deaths  showed  an 
increase  of  50%  compared  with  the  previous  year  but  female  deaths  decreased 
from  five  to  three.  The  death  rate  of  0.61  per  1,000'  home  population  was  the 
same  as  in  1963  and  compares  with  0.56  for  England  and  Wales  and  0.72  for 
Greater  London. 

Attention  should  again  be  drawn  to  the  relationship  between  lung  cancer 
and  cigarette  smoking,  now  well  established. 

Housing 

Forty-five  cases  compared  with  44  during  1965  and  33  in  1964  were  referred 
to  me  in  view  of  overcrowded,  congested  or  unhygienic  conditions  and  chronic 
illness. 

Twenty-two  of  the  cases  were  recommended  to  the  Housing:  Estates  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Council  for  priority  consideration  because  of  unsatisfactory 
conditions  existing  from  a medical  and  hygienic  point  of  view. 


Care  of  Old  People  and  the  Chronic  Sick 

During  the  year  twenty-eight  cases,  involving  32  persons,  were  investigated  ; 
five  of  the  patients  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  five  to  Old  Persons’  Homes,  ten 
were  referred  to  the  family  doctors  concerned,  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  others  to  receive  visits.  Home  Help  and  other  assistance  as  required. 

The  Folkestone  Old  Peoples’  Welfare  Committee  has  continued  with  its 
invaluable  work  in  the  interests  of  elderly  people  with  their  special  problems. 

Child  Neglect 

The  incidence  of  child  neglect,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  last  year’s 
Report  has  shown  no  reduction  during  1966. 

Some  of  these  cases  have  in  the  past  been  so  extreme  as  to  require  the 
removal  of  children  into  care  in  the  interests  of  health,  §nd  this  matter  must 
consequently  continue  to  be  a cause  of  much  concern. 

Early  notification  of  suspected  cases  to  the  N.S.P.C.C.  is  the  only  means 
of  prevention  of  cases  of  child  neglect  becoming  extreme,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
anyone  who  has  reason  to  suspect  that  a child  is  being  neglected  or  ill-treated 
will  have  no  hesitation  in  reporting  such  a case  at  once  to  the  N.S.P.C.C. 
Inspector,  who  will  treat  such  reports  as  strictly  confidential  and  carry  out  the 
necessary  investigations. 

Home  Safety 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  number  of  persons  treated  at  the  Royal 
Victoria  Hospital  for  injuries  caused  by  home  accidents  has  fallen  consistently 
during  the  past  four  years  ; from  527  in  1963-64  to  236  in  1966-67. 
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In  this  connection,  the  Folkestone  Flome  Safety  Committee  has  continued 
with  its  very  useful  work  of  advising  and  assisting  the  public  in  all  matters 
concerned  with  Ffome  Safety. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Increased  capacity  sewage  pumping  plant  at  the  Sandgate  Pumping 
Station  and  a new  storm  overflow  outfall  were  provided. 

Conferences  and  Courses 

Among  the  Conferences  and  Courses  1 attended  were  : — 

Annual  Conference  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hy- 
giene at  Scarborough  from  28th  to  30th  September,  1966. 

Meeting  at  County  Hall  of  County  Medical  Staff,  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  and  Senior  Administrative  Officer  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  on  Smallpox  control. 

General 

The  year  1966  was  a satisfactory  one  in  so  far  as  the  Health  of  the  Borough 
was  concerned  as  shown  in  the  low  incidence  or  absence  of  infectious  diseases 
such  as  whooping  cough,  scarlet  fever  and  influenzal  pneumonia  ; the  much 
reduced  incidence  of  infective  hepatitis,  and  the  low  death  rate  and  infant 
mortality  rate. 

In  conclusion,  1 have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
and  Housing  Committee  for  their  support  in  the  work  during  the  year,  and 
also  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  the  other  Departments 
of  the  Corporation. 

I would  also  like  to  acknowledge  the  help  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector.  Mr.  L.  H.  Vale,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Staff  during  the  year. 

1 am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  H.  McELLlGOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


8 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1966 

{After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers) 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Live  Births  : Legitimate  

541 

275 

266 

Illegitimate  

77 

36 

41 

Totals 

618 

311 

307 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  : 

Total  14.13 

Corrected  17.10 

(Area  comparability  factor  : 1.21) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  : 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  : 12.46 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Still-Births  : 

Legitimate  

12 

6 

6 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

13 

7 

6 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  : 

20.60 

Total  Live  and  Still-Births  : 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  

553 

281 

111 

Illegitimate  

78 

37 

41 

Totals 

631 

318 

313 

Infant  Deaths  : 

Total 

Males 

Females 

(a)  Under  one  year  of  age  : 

Legitimate  

9 

5 

4 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

10 

6 

4 

ib)  Under  four  weeks  of  age  : 

(Included  in  (a)  above) 

Legitimate  

5 

3 

2 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

6 

4 

2 

(c)  Under  one  week  of  age  : 

(Included  in  (a)  and  (b)  above) 

Legitimate  

5 

3 

2 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

6 

4 

2 
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Infant  Mortality  Rates  : 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,0(X)  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,0(X)  illegitimate  live 
births  


16.18 

15.46 

12.98 


Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate : 

Deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births  9.70 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  : 

Deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births  9.70 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  : 

Still-births  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  ...  ...  30.11 


Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion) : 

Number  of  deaths Nil 

Rate  per  total  1,000  live  and  still-births  ...  ...  Nil 

Comparison  with  Statistics  for  England  and  Wales  : 

Rate  per  1,000  Population 

England 

Folkestone  and  Wales 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.10  17.7 

(corrected) 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.61  11.7 

(corrected) 


Still-births  

Perinatal  Mortality 

(still-births  and  deaths  under  1 wk.  of  age) 


Rate  per  1 ,000  Total  Births 

England 

Folkestone  and  Wales 
20.60  15.4 

30.11  26.3 


Infant  Mortality 
(deaths  under  1 yr.  of  age) 
Neonatal  Mortality 
(deaths  under  4 wks.  of  age) 
Early  Neonatal  Mortality 
(deaths  under  1 wk.  of  age) 


Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

England 

Folkestone  and  Wales 
16.18  19.0 


9.70  12.9 


9.70  11.1 
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Part  I— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area 

Home  Population  : Registrar-General,  1966  ... 
At  end  of  year  approximate  number  of  houses 
and  flats 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1966 
Estimated  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
1966/67  


4,099  acres 
43,720 

14,281 

£1,991,881 

£8,010 


Employment  and  Unemployment  in  Folkestone  and  District 

The  following  brief  report  on  the  employment  and  unemployment  position 
in.  this  area  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  F.  Firth,  Manager  of  the  local  Employ- 
ment Exchange  : 

Employment 

During  1966,  1355  men  and  869  women  were  placed  in  employment  by 
Folkestone  Employment  Exchange.  This  showed  an  increase  of  171  over 
1965  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  (the  squeeze,  the  freeze,  and  S.E.T.)  that  arose 
in  the  autumn  of  1966,  causing  higher  unemployment  figures  than  for  many 
years. 

The  following  table  gives  the  estimated  number  of  workers  in  the  area 
covered  by  Folkestone,  Hythe  and  New  Romney  Employment  Exchanges. 
Separate  figures  are  not  kept  for  individual  boroughs. 

Class  I Insured  Employees 
as  at  June  1966 


Males 

Females 

Industry 

aged  15 

aged  15 

and  over 

and  over 

Total 

Agriculture,  Forestry,  Fishing 

557 

93 

650 

Chemicals  and  Allied  Industries 

64 

66 

130 

Vehicle  Manufacture  and  Repair 

930 

211 

1,141 

Clothing  and  Footwear  

28 

184 

212 

Food,  Drink  and  Tobacco  

Mining  and  Quarrying  and  Manufactur- 

111 

56 

283 

ing  Industries  not  included  above  . . . 

1,132 

441 

1,573 

Building  and  Civil  Engineering 

3,302 

192 

3,494 

Transport  and  Communications 

1,293 

314 

1,607 

Distributive  Trades  

1,350 

2,024 

3,374 

National  and  Local  Government 

1,700 

349 

2,049 

Gas,  Water  and  Electricity  

Insurance,  Banking,  Accountancy,  Edu- 

934 

75 

1,009 

cation.  Legal,  Medical,  Dental  and 
other  Professional  Services 

1,201 

2,612 

3,813 

Hotel  and  Catering  Trades  

mtertainment.  Laundries  and  Dry  Clean- 

726 

1,166 

1,892 

ing.  Hairdressing,  Private  Domestic 
Service,  and  other  Miscellaneous 
Services  

413 

1,003 

1,416 

Unclassified  

8 

4 

12 

Totals 

13,865 

8,790 

22,655 

11 

Unemployment  in  Folkestone  in  1966 

The  count  of  those  unemployed  is  made  on  the  2nd  Monday  of  each 


month.  These  figures  include  persons  unemployed  who  are  registered  for 
employment,  but  not  in  receipt  of  cash  benefits. 

I\4en  Women 

January 

460 

77 

February 

417 

85 

March 

374 

73 

April 

370 

42 

May 

263 

22 

June 

197 

7 

July 

205 

11 

August 

216 

19 

September 

295 

30 

October 

371 

79 

November 

499 

105 

December 

539 

90 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Tucker,  Youth  Employment  Officer,  has  supplied  the  following 
information  regarding  young  people  in  this  area  : 

For  the  greater  part  of  1966  the  industrial  position  was  generally 
favourable  with  some  consolidation  and  development,  but  there  was  a 
general  tightening  up  as  a result  of  the  economic  freeze  in  the  later  part 
of  the  year.  Firms  moving  into  the  area  offer  new  employment  oppor- 
tunities to  young  people,  particularly  in  professional  insurance  work, 
clerical  work  and  making  leather  and  canvas  goods. 

The  number  of  vacancies  notified  to  the  bureau  was  approximately 
the  same  as  in  1965. 

The  increase  in  demand  for  female  clerical  workers  was  particularly 
noticeable  ; apart  from  the  mid-summer  period  when  the  majority  of 
suitable  applicants  leave  school  or  commercial  courses,  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  fill  many  of  the  vacancies  notified. 

This  is  also  true  of  other  kinds  of  employment  or  training  for  which 
specific  aptitudes,  academic  qualifications  or  interests  are  required,  and 
employers  are  encouraged  whenever  possible  to  plan  their  intake  of  young 
people  to  coincide  with  the  July  school-leaving  period. 

The  Industrial  Training  Boards  are  already  beginning  to  influence  the 
thought  being  given  by  employers  and  others  to  training  facilities,  and 
this  is  likely  to  be  further  stimulated  when  boards  for  the  d’^tributive  and 
catering  trades  are  in  operation. 


During  the  year  local  boys  and  girls  were  placed  c.,  ‘iloyment 

as 

follows  : 

Boys 

Girls 

Professional 

4 

Clerical 

81 

Clerical  

19 

Medical 

1 

Technical 

4 

Distributive 

68 

Scientific 

2 

Craft  

8 

Distributive 

61 

Domestic 

Agricultural 

15 

(including  child  care)  ... 

53 

Industrial  : 

Factory  

24 

Operative 

126 

Other  

3 

Craft  

44 

Technician 

11 

Other 

47 

12 


Causes  of  death  at  different  periods  of  life  during  1966 


1 

1 

1 

1 

a\  vn 
c<j  m 

Tj-  ^ Tt  f— 1 Tt  VO  1-H  fvi 

1 1 

T— ^ j 00  ^ 

206 

75 

ov 

M. 

1 

1 

m 

1 1 

00  1 

Tf  O 

f-H  CO 

1 Tj-  Ov  1 

1 1 

oo  VO  CA  CO  j 1 

CNl  --H 

VO  1 1 

oo 

-74 

F. 

1 1 

1 

^ t 

o r- 

C^l  ’—1 

m j 

m cev  1 j 1 

1 1 

00  r-1  ^ j 

82 

65- 

M. 

1 

C'l 

1 1 

VO 

T-l  <Nl 

|oo  r^-rvi  j — 

1 

CO  1 T-<  I 

100 

- 1 

1 1 

1 

CO 

T}-  j 

VO 

rv|  <M  1— i j 

1111 

1 1 

^ 1 I cev 

r- 

55- 

M. 

1 

>0 

1 1 

Tt-  j 

CO  VO 

cn  1 tN)  j 

1 cev  [ '^  1 1 

i 1 

VO  y—t  j y-^ 

47 

-54 

F. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

^ 1 

MM 

1 1 1 ^ 

1 1 

1 1 !"• 

fs 

45- 

M. 

i 

j 

i 1 

^ 1 

1 

i 1 

1 ^ i 1 1 

1 1 

j 

00 

q ^ 

1 II  1 1 1 II  II  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

i i 

1 

1 1 

(N  1 

1 

11  11 

11  11  11 

1 1 

1 »-H  1 <N» 

VO 

oocn 
< 1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

11  11 

11  11  11 

1 

11  11 

25- 

M. 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 ""  1 

11  MM 

1 1 

1—H  j ^ T-H 

-24 

F. 

1 II  1 1 1 II  II  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

15- 

M. 

1 II  1 1 1 M II  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

^ 1 

1 1 

11  11 

11  11  11 

1 1 

-Ml 

C'l 

i ^ 

1 

i 1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

11  11 

11  11  11 

1 i 

1 i 1 

1-H 

4 

F. 

1 II  III  II  II  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1— 

M. 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

j 

1 1 

11  11 

- 1 11  11 

1 1 

11  11 

• Tt' 

J2  >.&. 
> ^ 

1 

1 1 ■ 

1 

1 i 

1 1 

1 I 

11  11 

11  11  11 

l~ 

11^1 

<N| 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

MM 

11  11  11 

r 

11  11 

"O  'tr 

.JJ. 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

11  11 

11  11  11 

1 1 

^111 

C'l 

c > 

1 

t 

a\ 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

11  11 

11  - 11  1 

i I 

"‘III 

Total 
all  ages 
M.  F. 

I— ( f\l 

ro  00  ^ 

fN|  1 

ro  1 

CO  a^ 

VO  >o 

Ov  o ra  ^ 
vn  <si 

' <N|  ro  1-H  ro 

1^ 

cn  CM  O VO 

»-H 

334 

1 

24 

1 1 

Ov  oo 
<N|  r- 

fN|  O —I 
rev  <N| 

ooo  r^r^.»jT-<ccvccv 

O m cev 

302  1 

O’—*  CSm-Tj-  vo'r^ 


00  On 


O *— I rn 

r-i  fvi  ri 


zxdo 


VO  r--  oo  o^  fN 
ts  cs  tN  m 


r<->  rf 
m m 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE 


The  following  gives  comparative  statistics  of  some  of  the  more 
important  items  for  the  past  ten  years 

Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  unless  otherwise  stated 


N otification  of 
Infectious  Disease  : 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.27 

0.07 

2.39 

1.36 

0.25 

0.36 

0.39 

0.34 

1.11 

0.36 

Measles 

4.86 

19.91 

3.80 

0.20 

18.88 

1.12 

16.31 

2.99 

23.38 

4.30 

Birth  : 

No.  of  Births 

562 

616 

618 

654 

676 

713 

699 

694 

713 

618 

Birth  rate  (corrected) 

13.36 

14.27 

14.62 

15.32 

16.20 

16.86 

19.43 

19.31 

20.52 

17.10 

Deaths : 

No.  of  Deaths 

545 

578 

568 

585 

635 

644 

734 

627 

666 

636 

Death  rate  (corrected) 

Infant  Deaths  : 

(Under  1 year) 

10.61 

10.97 

11.13 

11.22 

12.47 

12.47 

12.46 

10.67 

11.28 

10.61 

No.  of  Deaths 

Infant  mortality  rate 

24 

15 

6 

13 

14 

8 

9 

13 

13 

10 

per  1,000  births 

Illegitimate  Infants  : 

No.  of  illegitimate 

42.70 

24.35 

9.70 

19.87 

20.71 

11.23 

12.87 

18.73 

18.23 

16.18 

births  ... 

Rate  per  1,000 

38 

39 

33 

40 

46 

60 

58 

79 

78 

77 

total  live  births 

Tuberculosis  : 

(All  forms) 

67.61 

63.31 

53.40 

61.16 

68.05 

84.15 

82.97 

113.8 

109.3 

124.6 

No.  of  deaths 

1 

7 

4 

5 

2 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Death  rate 

0.02 

0.15 

0.09 

0.11 

0.04 

0.04 

0.09 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

Cancer  : 

No.  of  Deaths 

93 

103 

114 

124 

121 

119 

131 

131 

139 

101 

Death  Rate 

2.10 

2.29 

2.57 

2.76 

2.76 

2.68 

3.00 

3.01 

3.22 

2.31 

14 


INFANT  DEATHS  DURING  1966 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1 week 

1 to  2 weeks 

2 to  3 weeks 

3 to  4 weeks 

Total  Deaths 

under  4 weeks 

1 to  3 months 

3 to  6 months 

6 to  9 months 

9 to  12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 year 

Anoxia  due  to  laryngeal 
spasm  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

— ' 

— 

1 

Bilateral  adrenal 
haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations : 

Heart 

_ 

_ 

. 

1 

2 

. 

3 

Prematurity  

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Traumatic  shock  due  to 
extensive  burns 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

2 

1 

— 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS,  1966 


Non-Residents 
{Outward 
T ransfer) 


Deaths  occurrinc  in  Folkestone  : 

Military  Families  Flospital,  Shorncliffe  ...  1 

Military  Hospital,  Shorncliffe  ...  ...  ...  1 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital  92 

Nursing  Homes  and  Old  Persons’  Homes  ...  11 

Private  dwellings,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Found  dead  on  arrival  at  hospital  14 

Other  circumstances,  i.e.  on  public  highway,  etc.  1 


Totals 


12? 


Deaths  outside  Folkestone  and  classified  as  Inward  Transfers  : 

Hospitals  

Nursing  Homes  and  Old  Peoples’  Homes 

Private  dwellings  

Hotels  


Total  Deaths  for  Folkestone 

Inquests  

Post-mortems  

Uncertified  deaths  


Residents 


1 

118 

59 

264 

14 

4 


460 


154 

14 

6 

2 


636 


15 


30 

194 

2 


DEATHS  FROIVI  CANCER 


The  death  rate  of  2.31  per  1,000  home  population  from  cancer  (all  forms) 
during  1966  has  shown  a decrease  of  0.91  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  for  males 
has  increased  by  50%  compared  with  1965  but  the  number  of  women  who  died 
decreased  from  5 to  3. 

A summary  of  deaths  over  the  past  5 years  is  shown  below  : 


1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Males 

25 

17 

20 

16 

24 

Females 

6 

10 

4 

5 

3 

Totals 

31 

27 

24 

21 

27 

The  figures  given  below  show  the  comparison  between  the  death  rate  per 
1,000  home  population  of  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  with  that  for  res- 


piratory  tuberculosis  : 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Death  rate  for  : 
Cancer  of  lungs 
and  bronchi 

0.69 

0.61 

0.55 

0.48 

0.61 

Tuberculosis, 

respiratory 

0.02 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

The  death  rate  in  1966  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  was  0.56  for 
England  and  Wales  and  0.72  for  Greater  London. 


DEATHS  AND  RECOVERIES  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 


Twelve  patients,  7 previously  suffering  from  pulmonary  and  5 from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  were  regarded  by  the  Chest  Physician  as  “ recovered  ”, 
Particulars  of  the  number  of  patients  whose  immediate  cause  of  death 
was  tuberculosis  or  had  been  reported  as  “ recovered  ” since  1962  are  : 

1962  1963  1964  1965  1966 


T.B.  Respiratory  ; 

Deaths  ...  1 3 

Patients  regarded  as 
“ recovered  ” 33  40 


18  14 


1 

7 


T.B.  Other  : 

Deaths  ...  1 — — — — 

Patients  regarded  as 

“ recovered  ” — 5 3 1 5 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  of  infants  in  first  year  of  life)  in  1966 
was  16.18  per  1,000  livebirths  ; this  figure  compares  with  19,0  for  England 


and  Wales. 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  births  ...  1 1.23 

12.87 

18.73 

18.23 

16.18 

Number  of  infant  deaths 
caused  by  : 

Premature  births  3 

4 

4 

1 

4 

Congenital 

malformations  2 

1 

5 

3 

3 
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STILL-BIRTHS 


During  the  year  twelve  legitimate  and  one  illegitimate  still-births  were 
assigned  to  this  borough  ; twelve  of  the  women  concerned  were  patients  in 
hospital. 

The  causes  of  the  still-births  were  : 


Male 

Anencephaly  — 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  3 

Foetal  malformation  ...  ...  ...  1 

Intra-pulmonary  haemorrhage  — 

Macerated  foetus  (cause  not  known)  ...  — 

Placenta  praevia  1 

Prematurity 1 

Prolapse  of  umbilical  cord  around  infant’s 

neck  1 

Rhesus  incompatibility  ...  ...  ...  — 


Female 

1 


Totals  7 6 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

For  the  twelfth  successive  year  there  were  no  deaths  due  to  childbirth. 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS 


1962 

Cancer 
(all  forms) 
119 

Vasuclar 
lesions 
of  nervous 
system 
■ 96 

1963 

131 

124 

1964 

131 

94 

1965 

139 

96 

1966 

101 

92 

Coronary 


disease, 

Other  heart 

angina 

disease 

Bronchitis 

134 

111 

23 

158 

107 

40 

132 

77 

32 

134 

84 

27 

137 

82 

29 

17 


Part  II— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


The  following  services  in  this  Borough  were  carried  out  by  the  Kent 
County  Council  ; 

(1)  Ambulance  service 

(2)  Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children 

(3)  Domestic  help  and  night  attendant  service 

(4)  Domiciliary  midwifery 

(5)  Health  visiting 

(6)  Home  nursing 

(7)  Mental  health 

(8)  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care 

(9)  Vaccination  and  Immunization  for  protection  against  Diphtheria, 

Poliomyelitis,  Smallpox,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS,  ETC. 

The  Kent  County  Council  provided  the  following  clinics  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal 

Cheriton  Clinic  — Tuesday  afternoon. 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  — Wednesday  afternoon. 

The  above  clinics  were  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  J.  W.  D.  Buttery, 
F.R.C.S.,  F.R.c.o.G.  On  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Buttery,  who  had  been  associate 
with  these  clinics  since  1938,  they  were  discontinued  after  the  15th  November, 
1966  and  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  mothers 
already  booked  for  appointments  after  that  date  to  attend  Mr.  M.  P.  Durham’s 
hospital  ante-natal  clinic  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone. 

(b)  Infant  Welfare 

Cheriton  Clinic  - Monday  afternonn. 

Thursday  afternoon. 

Second  and  fourth 

Thursday  morning  each 
month. 

Methodist  Church  HalL 

Sandgate  — Second  and  fourth 

Friday  afternoon  each 
month. 

Tuesday  afternoon. 

Friday  morning. 

First,  third  and  fifth 
Thursday  morning  each 
month. 

First  and  third  Friday 
afternoon  each  month. 

Dr.  Margaret  Paxton  was  in  attendance  at  the  Baptist  Church  Hall,  and 
Dr.  D.  A.  Ewing  at  the  other  three  centres. 

Mothercraft  and  ante-natal  relaxation  classes  have  also  been  held  as 
follows  : 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  — Thursday  afternoon. 

County  Midwives  also  see  their  own  patients  for  ante-natal  care  at  the 
Cheriton  Clinic  and  the  Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  Centre. 


Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  — 


Baptist  Church  Hall, 
Hill  Road 
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HOSPITALS 

The  South-East  Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee  is  responsible  for 
this  service  and  the  following  hospitals  are  available  for  patients  from  this 
area  : 

(a)  General  and  Maternity 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone 
Willesborough  Hospital,  near  Ashford 
Buckland  Hospital,  Dover 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  smallpox) 

Dover  Isolation  Hospital 
Ashford  Isolation  Hospital 

(c)  Chronic  Sick 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Lyminge 
Buckland  Hospital,  Dover 
Hothfield  Hospital,  Charing 

Smallpox  patients  would  be  admitted  to  the  Long  Reach  Hospital, 
Hartford. 

Hospital  facilities  are  available  at  Shorncliffe  Camp  for  members  of  H.M. 
Forces  and  their  families  living  in  this  area. 

The  following  statistics  for  the  year’s  working  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Hos- 
pital, Folkestone,  have  been  supplied  by  the  Group  Secretary  of  the  South- 
East  Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee  : 

In-Patients 


Maternity  

, , , . . ♦ 

505 

Others  

... 

4,127 

Out-Patients 

Medical  

667 

Paediatrics  

73 

Diseases  of  the  Chest 

254 

Dermatology  

595 

Physical  Medicine 

608 

Geriatrics 

47 

Surgical  

1,409 

E.N.T.  (including  T & A’s) 

1,144 

Orthopaedics  

1,362 

Ophthalmology 

949 

Radiotherapy  

95 

Urology 

83 

Dentistry  

--  207 

Gynaecology  

1,061 

Obstetrics — A.N. 

551 

P.N. 

85 

Psychiatry 

151 

Total  attendances  for  all  Clinics 

32,193 

Attendances  at  Accident 

Department 

16,772 

Out-Patient  Attendances 
therapy  Department 

at  Physio- 

28,183 

In-Patients  attendances  at  Physiotherapy 
Departments  

5,124 

together  with  1,915  Out-Patient  attendances  at  group  exercises  and 
1,573  In-Patient  attendances  at  group  exercises. 
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27.506 


Units  of  treatnienl  in  X-ray  Department 
Individual  Patient  requests  in  Pathology 

Department  ...  ...  ...  31,695 

Post  Mortems  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

An  efficient  ambulance  service  has  been  maintained  in  Folkestone  by  the 
Kent  County  Council  for  general,  maternity  and  accident  cases. 

Smallpox  and  Typhus  cases  would  be  moved  by  arrangement  with  the 
Canterbury  City  Ambulance  Service  and  other  cases  of  infectious  disease  by 
County  Council  Ambulances  from  Folkestone.  Dover  or  Ashford. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  Kent  County  Council  provides  vaccination  and  immunisation  ser- 
vices that  offer  to  children  a substantial  measure  of  protection  against  the 
following  diseases  : 

Diphtheria 

Poliomyelitis 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Whooping  Cough 

Protection  against  these  diseases  should  be  given  in  the  early  part  of  a 
child’s  life,  and  facilities  for  the  necessary  injections  were  available  at  the 
various  Child  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Borough  or,  if  preferred,  by  the  family 
doctor  concerned. 

I.  Vaccination  against  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

Three  forms  of  protection  can,  by  the  use  of  Triple  Antigen,  be  combined 
in  such  a way  that  only  three  injections  are  ordinarily  necessary  to  immunise 
a child  against  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  ; however,  when 
children  have  already  had  Whooping  Cough  disease  it  is  considered  advisable 
to  have  them  vaccinated  against  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  only. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  supplied  the  following  figures  for  1966 
based  on  the  returns  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Flealth  : 


Year  of  Birth 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

Triple 

Diph./Tet. 

Triple 

Diph./Tet. 

1966  

232 

2 

— 

— 

1965  

293 

2 

11 

1964  

27 

T 

246 

16 

1963  

8 

- — 

57 

4 

1962  

6 

— • 

41 

8 

1959-1961 

5 

- 

203 

84 

1950-1958 

1 

5 

1 

Totals 

573 

6 

563 

115 

For  comparison  the  number  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria 
during  the  past  five  years  was  as  follows  : 


1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

636 

581 

542 

616 

579 

414 

587 

582 

712 

678 

Primary  inoculations 
Reinforcing  inoculations 


20 


2.  Poliomyeiitis  Vaccination 


Y ear  of 

3r<7  and  Ath  Dose 

3 Orals 

Birth 

(Salk  and  Oral) 

(Complete  Course) 

1966 

— 

102 

1965 

— 

386 

1964 

— 

45 

1963 

- — 

25 

1962 

26 

12 

19-59-1961 

241 

29 

1950-1958 

11 

11 

Totals 

278 

610 

3.  Smallpox  Vaccination 

In  view  of  the  amendment  to  the  County  Council’s  proposals  approved  as 
from  the  1st  January,  1963,  the  following  is  the  only  information  now  available  : 

Primary  vaccination — 1 year  ...  ...  ...  424 
Re-vaccination — school  age  but  under  8 years  ...  4 

AUTHENTICATION  OF  VACCINATION  CERTIFICATES 

During  the  year  the  following  certificates  of  vaccination  against  smallpox, 
cholera  and  typhoid  fever,  etc.,  were  authenticated  : 


Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  1,915 

Cholera  ...  ...  ...  ...  154 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  57 

Tetanus 2 

Triple  Antigen  2 


The  number  of  smallpox  vaccination  certificates  authenticated  has  shown 
an  increase  of  1,265  compared  with  1965  and  was  due  to  the  outbreak  of  small- 
pox in  England,  and  travellers  going  abroad  having  to  be  in  possession  of  valid 
certificates  of  vaccination  before  entering  certain  countries — Bulgaria,  Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia.  Finland,  Israel,  Spain  (including  Majorca),  Turkey  and 
U.S.S.R. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Maidstone  and  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone. 

A summary  of  the  results  of  specimens  submitted  by  me  during  the  year 
is  shown  below  : 

Faeces  for  : 

Dysentery,  shigella  sonne 
Para-typhoid  fever 
Salmonella  brandenburg 
Salmonella  typhi 
Pathogenic  organisms  ... 

Swabs  for  : 

Haemolytic  streptococci 
Streptococcal  pyogenes 


Positive  Negative 
37  180 


1 

2 


16 

11 

26 


69 


Totals 


45 


302 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 

This  authority  is  not  responsible  for  the  administration  of  work  under- 
taken in  the  community  in  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  and  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948— Section  47. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  either  of  these  Acts  durinc 
1966. 

CARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE 

During  the  year  28  cases  involving  32  persons  were  investigated  and  help 
given  as  necessary  ; this  compares  with  18  cases  in  1965. 

The  cases  were  originally  referred  to  me  by  : 

Administrator  of  Folkestone  Old  People’s 


Welfare  Committee  ...  ...  ...  5 

Borough  Councillors  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  ...  ...  1 

County  Welfare  Officer  ...  ...  ...  1 

Family  Doctors  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Relatives  and  friends  ...  ...  ...  14 

Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Service  ...  ...  1 


In  three  instances  both  husband  and  wife  were  concerned,  two  other  cases 
were  elderly  sisters  and  fifteen  of  the  remainder  were  women. 


The  following  action  was  taken  : — 

Admitted  to  : 

(a)  Hospital  5 

(b)  Old  Persons’  Home  ...  ...  ...  5 

Flat  cleansed  and  disinfested  ...  ...  1 

Home  Help  assistance  arranged  ...  ...  4 

Referred  to  family  doctor  ...  ...  ...  10 

Visits  and  other  assistance  as  required  ...  7 


The  work  of  the  Old  Persons’  Welfare  Committee,  of  which  I am  the 
Vice-Chairman,  covers  a wide  range  of  activities  and  the  members  work  in 
close  collaboration  with  other  organisations,  both  statutory  and  voluntary, 
whose  aim  is  to  help  in  any  way  possible  the  elderly  people  of  the  town. 

The  Administrator  of  the  Committee.  Mrs.  C.  Skelton,  has  given  the 
following  brief  summary  of  their  work. 

On  their  records  they  have  approximately  2,000  elderly  people  and 
up  to  the  end  of  their  last  year  (31.8.66)  action  had  been  taken  in  various 
ways  on  1,900  occasions. 

They  had  43  voluntary  visitors  who  were  constantly  in  touch  with 
the  elderly  people  they  visit  and  any  particular  need  was  referred  back  to 
the  Administrator  for  attention. 

Three  mentally  frail  people  were  rather  a problem  as  the  help  they 
were  able  to  give  such  people  is  limited. 

Accommodation  was  found  for  22  people  in  private  homes  or  flats. 
Many  more  needed  accommodation  in  homes  but,  for  financial  reasons, 
this  could  not  be  arranged. 

There  is  an  increase  in  demand  for  their  services  which  will  no  doubt, 
continue  for  some  years  to  come. 
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1 would  like  to  express  to  Mrs.  Skelton  and  to  Miss  G.  Bowman,  Home 
Help  Organiser,  my  appreciation  for  the  valuable  and  willing  assistance  which 
they  have  given  me  during  the  year. 

N.S.P.C.C. 

Mr.  E.  N.  Loveday  has  been  the  resident  N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector  in 
Folkestone  since  16th  September,  1965  and  his  willing  and  tactful  assistance 
when  required  has  been  invaluable. 

In  1966  a total  of  36  cases  were  investigated  by  the  Inspector  for 
Folkestone  compared  with  34  cases  the  previous  year.  The  welfare  of  82 
children  was  affected  and  46  persons  involved.  Forty-five  of  the  children  were 


under  the  age  of  five  years. 

These  36  cases  were  reported  by  : 

Members  of  the  general  public  ...  ...  21 

Parents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

School  official  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  officials  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


Sixteen  of  the  cases  were  classified  as  neglect  (the  same  number  as  in 
1965),  four  as  “ assault  or  ill-treatment  ” and  the  aid  or  advice  of  the  Inspector 
sought  in  the  other  sixteen  cases. 

NURSING  HOMES 

One  new  Nursing  Home  with  accommodation  for  eleven  other  patients 
was  registered  in  1966. 

The  six  registered  Homes  at  the  end  of  the  year  provided  the  following 
beds  ; 

For  maternity  patients  only  4 

For  other  patients  only  ...  ...  ...  72 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 

The  following  is  a summary  supplied  by  Dr.  D.  E.  Sharvill,  Consultant 
Dermatologist  and  Venereologist  for  the  area,  of  the  new  patients  from 
Folkestone  who  attended  the  treatment  centres  at  Canterbury  and  Dover 
during  1966  : 


New 

T otal 

Cases 

New  Cases 

in 

in  1965  for 

1966 

Comparison 

Syphilis 

— 

1 

Gonorrhoea  ... 

5 

12 

Other  conditions 

46 

65 

FOLKESTONE  CREMATORIUM 

Although  the  number  of  deaths  allocated  to  this  Borough  has  shown  a 
decrease  of  30  there  has  been  an  increase  of  56  in  the  cremation  certificates 
issued  ; 571  in  1966  compared  with  515  in  1965. 

As  in  previous  years  the  raFo  of  approximately  3 : 2 of  the  cremations 
being  residents  from  this  Borough  has  continued,  and  of  the  571  certificates 
issued  356  were  in  respect  of  Folkestone  residents  ; the  remaining  215  came 
from  the  following  areas  : 

Capel  and  Dover  20 

Dymchurch  and  New  Romney  12 
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Hawkinge  and  Swingfield 
Hythe  and  Saltwood 
Lyminge  and  Elhani 
Other  areas  ... 


8 

12] 

13 

41 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  CORPORATION  EMPLOYEES 

The  following  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  during  1966  : 


For  admission  to  the  Corporation  : 

Males 

Females 

(a)  Superannuation  Scheme 

23 

1 6 

(b)  Sick  Pay  Scheme  

49 

— 

Special  examinations  ... 

4 

— 

Re-examinations  

19 

— 

Totals 

95 

16 

Arrangements  were  made  for  60  of  the  employees  to  have  X-ray  examina- 
tion of  the  chest  and  17  attended  Mass  Radiography  Surveys. 

HOME  SAFETY 

Statistics  from  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  dealing  with  the  number  of 
persons  treated  there  for  injuries  caused  by  home  accidents  during  the  past 
year  showed  a decrease  of  111  from  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  347.  The 
downward  trend  in  the  number  of  local  home  accidents  has  now  continued 
over  the  last  four  years  as  follows  : 

1963- 1964  527 

1964- 1965  429 

1965- 1966  347 

1966- 1967’ 236 

The  broken  glass  campaign  started  in  1962  has  resulted  in  a reduction  in 
the  number  of  cuts  treated  at  the  Red  Cross  Hut  on  the  East  Cliff  Sands  from 
143  during  1961  to  8 during  1966. 

In  the  twelve  months  immediately  following  the  coming  into  operation  of 
the  Children’s  Nightdress  Regulations,  eight  girls  under  the  age  of  fifteen  died 
in  England  and  Wales  from  burns  involving  nightdresses  as  compared  with 
fifteen  in  the  previous  twelve  months.  This  encouraging  drop  in  the  number  of 
fatalities  suggests  that  the  Regulations  are  proving  to  be  effective. 

The  Folkestone  Home  Safety  Committee  has,  during  the  past  year,  con- 
tinued to  support  the  quarterly  publicity  campaigns  sponsored  by  R.O.S.P.A., 
given  talks  and  film  shows,  mounted  exhibitions  and  produced  and  distributed 
2,500  copies  of  a home  safety  handbook. 

A float  “ Keep  fire  safely  in  its  place  ” took  part  in  the  two  local  carnival 
processions. 

Action  taken  at  national  level  on  information  supplied  by  this  Committee 
has,  among  other  things,  resulted  in  the  stop  of  imports  of  a particular  type 
of  highly  inflammable  fur  fabric. 

It  is  considered  that  the  Committee  has  had  a very  successful  year  further- 
ing the  cause  of  “ safety  in  the  home  ” in  Folkestone  and  on  a national  scale. 
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Part  III— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  in  this  Borough  is  provided  by  the  Folkestone  and  District 


Water  Company  and  supplied  as  follows  : 

Total  residential  supplies  at  31st  December,  1965  ...  16,371 

(Folkestone  borough  and  adjoining  parishes  of 
Alkham,  Capel-le-Ferne,  FTawkinge,  Newington  and 
Paddlesworth) 

New  supplies  to  new  dwellings,  etc.  388 


16,759 

Disused  supplies  disconnected  ...  ...  ...  ••  51 


Total  supplies  at  31st  December,  1966  16,708 


No  dwellings  in  this  area  are  dependent  only  on  an  outdoor  standpipe  for 
domestic  supplies,  and  only  one  dwelling  not  supplied  by  public  water  mains 
or  other  adequate  piped  supply. 

During  the  last  year  the  Folkestone  & District  Water  Co.  completed  a 
12"  main  between  their  Saltwood  reservoir  and  North  Road,  Hythe.  Although 
this  main  is  outside  Folkestone  it  has  the  effect  of  stabilising  pressures  in  the 
main  which  runs  from  their  Cherry  Garden  Works  via  Church  Road,  Cheriton 
and  Florn  Street  to  Hythe.  This  main  serves  part  of  Cheriton  and  has  recently 
become  heavily  loaded  at  times  of  morning  peak  demand.  The  new  large 
connection  to  Saltwood  reservoir  has  made  a great  improvement. 

Considerable  development  has  taken  place  in  the  Enbrook  Valley  and 
other  parts  of  Sand  gate  and  also  at  Cherry  Garden  Avenue.  New  mains  have 
been  laid  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  water  generally  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality  and 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  use. 

Fifty-three  reports  of  chemical  examinations  and  61  reports  of  bacterio- 
logical examinations  were  received  during  the  year  from  the  Folkestone  and 
District  Waterworks  Company. 

Although  two  of  the  samples  showed  some  bacterial  impurity,  which 
represented  an  abnormality  from  a public  supply,  the  results  were  nevertheless 
indicative  of  a wholesome  water. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  also  arranged  for  samples  of  the  water 
to  be  taken  at  regular  intervals  during  the  year. 

The  following  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination  ; all  the  results  were  satisfactory.: 

(a)  Bacteriological  examination  : 

Statutory  supply  undertaking  76 

Private  sources  12 

(b)  Chemical  Examination  : 

Statutory  supply  undertaking  2 

The  chemical  results  of  a sample  from  the  statutory  supply  undertaking 
were  : 


Parts  per  Million 


Free  Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.05 

Free  Ammonia  0.008 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0.014 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  Absent 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  4.0 


25 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides 

33 

Alkalinity  (CaC03) 

265 

Total  hardness 

346 

Permanent  hardness 

81 

Sulphate  

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in 

84 

4 hours  at  80°F. 

0.10 

Total  solids 

450 

pH  value 

7.2 

The  odour,  appearance  and  taste  were  satisfactory,  and  a microscopic 
examination  revealed  no  abnormal  deposit.  The  report  indicated  that  chemic- 
ally this  water  was  satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  ANALYST 

Mr,  J.  H.  E.  Marshall  m.a.,  (cantab.),  f.r.i.c.,  has  continued  as  Public 
Analyst  for  this  Boroueh. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Two  new  refuse  vehicles  have  been  put  into  service,  replacing  older  types. 
The  refuse  is  compressed  and  only  two  journeys  to  the  Destructor  are  necessary 
instead  of  five  by  the  older  vehicles. 

Increased  capacity  sewage  pumping  plant  has  been  installed  in  the  Sand- 
gate  Pumping  Station  and  is  now  in  use,  and  the  new  storm  overflow  outfall 
was  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Certain  sections  of  the  sewerage  system  have  been  inspected  by  television 
techniques  and  repairs  have  been  proposed  where  necessary. 


HOUSING 

The  Borough  Treasurer  has  provided  me  with  the  following  information 
regarding  the  number  of  families  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list  at  the  31st 
December,  1966  and  the  number  who  have  been  accommodated  : 

(a)  On  CounciPs  waiting  list 

(i)  without  separate  homes  ...  ...  ...  125 

(ii)  with  separate  homes  ...  ...  ...  140 


Totals  265 


(b)  Families  accommodated 

(i)  Families  rehoused  by  Council  ...  ...  81 

Forty-five  cases,  compared  with  44  during  1965  and  33  in  1964,  were 
referred  to  me  in  view  of  overcrowded,  congested  or  unhygienic  conditions, 
chronic  illness,  etc. 

Twenty-two  of  the  cases  were  recommended  for  priority  in  rehousing  or 
transfer  to  a larger  type  of  Corporation  accommodation  after  full  investigation 
and  consideration  of  all  relevant  facts. 

A summary  of  the  cases  is  as  follows  ; 

26 


Referred  by 

of 

Cases 

Recommended 
for  priority 
or  transfer 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 

1 

— 

Borough  Treasurer  on  medical  grounds  . . . 

5 

5 

Chest  Physician  

1 

1 

Citizen’s  Advice  Bureau 

1 

— 

County  Health  Visitors  

15 

4 

County  Midwives 

2 

2 

District  Officer,  Kent  County  Council 

1 

1 

Eamily  doctors 

6 

3 

Housing  applicants  themselves  

12 

6 

Salvation  Army  Officer 

1 

— 

Totals 

45 

22 

In  addition  two  women,  both  suffering  from  physical  disabilities  and 
living  in  pre-fabricated  bungalows  scheduled  for  demolition,  were  visited  with 
a view  to  ascertaining  what  special  facilities  should  be  provided  when  they 
were  rehoused  by  the  Council. 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  supplied  the  following  summary  of  the  housing 
programme  which  was  completed  during  the  year  : 


(a) 

Number  of  ; 

(i)  Houses  converted  into  flats 

14 

(ii)  Flats  resulting  from  such  conversions 

41 

(b) 

Number  of  dwellings  completed  by  : 

(i)  Local  Authority — 

Houses  

5 

Maisonettes 

26 

31 

(ii)  Private  enterprise 

...  285 

The  future  housing  programme  includes  Sugar  Loaf  site  and  south  of  Hill 
Road,  golf  course  area  and  completion  of  Enbrook  Valley  Estate,  Cherry 
Garden  Avenue  extension  and  Castle  Bay  site. 
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PART  IV— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


ACUTE  ENCEPHALITIS— Post  Intective 

A woman  of  45  developed  post  infectious  acute  encephalitis  following 
mumps  and  was  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

DYSENTERY 

Notifications  in  respect  of  26  civilians  and  two  military  cases  of  bacillary 
dysentery  were  received. 

Three  were  individual  cases  and  the  other  23  were  patients  from  six  in- 
fected households. 

Two  of  the  the  civilians  and  both  the  military  cases  were  admitted  to 
hospital. 

Four  suspected  cases  were  investigated  but  the  provisional  diagnosis  not 
confirmed  pathologically. 

ERYSIPELAS 

Only  one  case  of  erysipelas,  a man  aged  43,  was  reported. 

INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS 

Infective  hepatitis  was  made  a notifiable  disease  in  Folkestone  on  the  8th 
March,  1965  and  during  1966  a total  of  35  cases,  34  civilians  and  one  member 
of  H.M.  Forces,  were  notified  compared  with  196  the  previous  year  ; more  than 
half  the  cases  (18)  occurred  within  the  first  quarter  and  only  two  notifications 
were  received  during  the  last  quarter. 

Of  the  civilian  cases  one  was  an  infant  of  three  years,  fourteen  were 
children  of  school  age,  eleven  between  15  and  44  years,  three  between  45  and 
64  and  the  remaining  five  over  65  years. 

Five  of  the  children  attended  the  Folkestone  Training  Centre  and  in  five 
other  instances  second  cases  occurred  in  the  already  infected  households. 

The  army  case,  a soldier  aged  22,  was  a patient  in  the  Military  Hospital 
at  Shorncliffe,  and  an  Italian  girl  of  12  was  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Two  contacts,  a patient’s  father  who  was  employed  as  a waiter  at  a local 
hotel  and  a young  woman  from  an  infected  household  who  was  employed  at 
a neighbouring  hospital  for  the  chronic  sick,  were  temporarily  excluded  from 
handling  food  ; a third  contact,  patient’s  wife  who  worked  as  a food  handler 
at  a local  store,  was  excluded  from  work  for  seventeen  days.  As  the  latter  was 
not  entitled  to  National  Health  Insurance  benefit  arrangements  were  made  for 
her  to  receive  compensation  for  loss  of  earnings  through  the  Council’s  In- 
surance Scheme. 

MALARIA  “ RELAPSE  ” 

A young  soldier  of  20,  who  had  suffered  from  malaria  when  abroad,  had 
a relapse  and  was  admitted  to  the  Military  Hospital  at  Shorncliffe. 

MEASLES 

Although  1966  was  a non-epidemic  year  for  measles  a total  of  188  cases 
were  reported. 

Approximately  two-thirds  of  the  patients  (116)  were  infants  under  five 
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years,  six  were  over  ten  years  and  the  remaining  66  children  attending  local 
primary  schools. 

A woman  of  28  and  an  infant  of  two  years  who  also  had  pneumonia 
were  admitted  to  hospital  and  a boy  of  1 1 who  developed  measles  after  appen- 
dicecectomy  was  transferred  from  the  local  hospital  to  the  Dover  Isolation 
Hospital. 

PARA-TYPHOID  FEVER 

A child  of  five  years,  who  had  been  admitted  to  the  Ashford  General 
Hospital  from  Folkestone,  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  para-typhoid  fever 
(Phage  type  Taunton)  and  transferred  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  but  the  source  of  the  infection  not  traced. 

PNEUMONIA 

Twenty  civilian  cases,  all  acute  primary,  were  notified  ; this  is  two  more 
than  the  previous  year.  Three  were  infants  under  the  age  of  five  years,  four 
were  school  children,  four  between  the  ages  of  25 — 44  and  the  remaining  nine 
over  the  age  of  45  years. 

A boy  of  ten,  boarder  at  a local  preparatory  school,  was  admitted  to 
hospital. 

A soldier  of  26  also  reported  as  suffering  from  acute  primary  pneumonia 
was  admitted  to  the  Military  Hospital  at  Shorncliffe. 

SALMONELLA  INFECTION— Not  Food  Borne 

An  outbreak  of  salmonella  infection  occurred  amongst  patients  in  the 
Children’s  Ward  of  the  local  hospital. 

Three  of  the  patients  were  transferred  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Dover, 
the  ward  was  closed  and  arrangements  made  for  follow-up  stool  examination 
of  these  children  who  were  discharged  home  or  had  been  patients  in  the  Ward 
since  the  first  case  was  reported. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Of  the  sixteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  only  two  were  over  the  age  of  nine 
years.  The  disease  was  mild  and  all  the  patients  nursed  at  home. 

STAPHYLOCOCCAL  INFECTION 

Four  civilian  patients  in  the  Military  Families’  Hospital  were  reported  as 
suffering  from  staphylococcal  pyogenes  infection  ; two  of  the  patients  were 
young  married  women  and  the  other  two  were  babies  of  five  and  seven  days 
respectively. 

Four  members  of  H.M.  Forces,  patients  in  the  Military  Hospital  at 
Shorncliffe,  were  notified  as  suffering  from  staphylococcal  pharyngitis. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

Of  the  eight  sporadic  cases  of  whooping  cough  only  one  was  over  the  age 
of  three  years  ; two  of  the  infants,  aged  ten  weeks  and  six  months  respectively, 
were  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital  for  further  observation  and 
nursing. 

SMALLPOX  (Variola  Minor) 

At  the  request  of  the  House  Physician  of  the  local  hospital  I saw  a woman 
who  had  come  into  the  Casualty  Department  and  had  a suspicious  type  of 
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rash.  She  was  also  seen  by  one  of  the  Medical  Specialists  who  confirmed  my 
opinion  that  she  was  suffering  from  toxic  erythema. 

I attended  a meeting  at  County  Hall,  Maidstone  when  members  of  the 
County  Medical  staff  and  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  had  a discussion 
with  Dr.  Fairley,  Senior  Administrative  Medical  Officer  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  about  the  hospital  and  domiciliary  services  that  would  be 
involved  in  dealing  with  a case  or  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  County  and  the 
help  which  would  be  available  in  tracing  an  identification  of  contacts,  avail- 
ability of  electronic  microscope  for  diagnosis,  agreed  arrangements  for  press 
publicity  and  so  on. 

INFLUENZA  AND  RESPIRATORY  INFECTIONS 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  was  a rise  in  the  number  of  new  claims 
to  sick  benefit  in  this  area  and  by  the  end  of  February  a total  of  336  certificates 
(more  than  twice  the  normal  seasonal  average)  were  received  by  the  local 
National  Health  Insurance  office.  The  cause  of  the  sickness  was  attributed  to 
influenza  and  other  respiratory  infections. 

Among  children  those  attending  primary  schools  were  mostly  affected 
but  the  illness  appeared  to  be  mild,  usually  lasting  two  to  three  days,  and  as 
the  patients  were  only  away  for  short  periods  the  absenteeism  at  any  time  did 
not  become  abnormally  high. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (LEPROSY)  REGULATIONS  1966 

These  new  regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  March,  1966  and  replace 
those  made  in  1951  when  leprosy  was  made  a notifiable  disease  and  all  in- 
formation sent  directly  to  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
by  the  medical  practitioner  concerned. 

In  the  new  regulations  notifications  are  sent  instead  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  local  authority  in  which  the  patient  is  situated.  The  Chief 
Medical  Officer  will  continue  to  receive  details  of  every  case. 

The  purposes  of  the  regulations  is  to  bring  any  patient  suffering  from 
leprosy  within  the  scope  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Service  simply  and  im- 
mediately, and  at  the  same  time  to  make  the  powers  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  available  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  case  he  should  be  required. 

RABIES 

A Dachshund  dog  imported  from  Germany  died  at  a local  quarantine 
kennels  from  symptoms  similar  to  rabies  and  as  a precautionary  measure 
arrangements  were  made  for  all  persons  who  had  contact  with  the  animal  to 
have  a course  of  anti-rabic  treatment.  The  animal’s  head  was  sent  to  the 
Central  Veterinary  Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  and  information  was  subsequently  received  from  the  Divisional  Veterin- 
ary Officer  that  the  biological  examination  on  the  brain  was  negative  to  rabies  ; 
the  suspected  cause  of  death  of  the  dog  was  bacterial  meningitis. 

OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  Etc. 

A summary  of  the  other  patients  admitted  to  various  hospitals  in  the  area 


during  the  year  is  as  follows  : 

Male  Female 

Erythema  multiforme  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Gastro-enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 3 

Glandular  fever  “ suspect  ”...  ...  ...  1 1 

Herpes  frontalis  2 2 
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Meningitis  (?  lymphocytic) 

Mumps 

Staphylococcal  infections 
Vaccinia,  right  eye 

FOOD  POISONING 

Six  persons,  two  from  the  same  family,  were  reported  as  suspected  cases 
of  food  poisoning.  Investigations  were  carried  out  as  necessary  but  the  pro- 
visional diagnosis  not  confirmed. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Twelve  new  cases,  9 pulmonary  and  3 non-pulmonary,  were  notified  ; 
this  compares  with  7 pulmonary  and  5 non-pulmonary  in  1965. 

(a)  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  and  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  (Section  172). 

No  action  taken  during  the  year. 

(b)  Mass  Radiography 

A survey  by  units  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  was  carried  out  in 
Folkestone  from  the  10th  to  28th  October,  1966  inclusive.  Twenty-two  centres 
were  visited — ten  public,  five  industrial  and  seven  for  schools — and  44  em- 
ployees from  the  Park  Farm  Road  Factory  Groups  attended  at  the  Hillside 
School  Centre. 

Dr.  G.  I.  Rees- Jones,  the  Medical  Director  of  the  Service,  has  supplied 
the  following  statistics  for  this  survey  which  excluded  pregnant  women  and 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  : 


Total  Examinations 

Results  of  Examination 

M, 

F. 

Total 

Active 

T,B. 

Inactive 

T.B. 

Cancer 

of 

Lung 

General  public 

centre 

2,610 

3,623 

6,233 

— 

68 

— 

Industrial  centre  ... 

543 

262 

805 

— 

6 

— 

K.E.C.  Schools 

(staff  and  pupils) 

448 

415 

863 

— 

1 

— 

3,601 

4,300 

7,901 

— 

75 

— 

For  comparison  the  figures  for  the  previous  survey  in  1963  were  : 

All  centres  ...  3,716  4,209  7,925  8-79  6 


Compared  with  1963,  attendances  at  the  general  public  and  industrial 
centres  both  showed  an  increase,  but  there  was  a reduction  of  176  in  the 
number  of  staff  and  pupils  from  the  K.E.C.  schools  who  attended  ; this 
resulted  in  an  overall  decrease  of  24  in  the  total  examinations  carried  out 
in  1966. 

The  number  of  inactive  tuberculosis  cases  was  relatively  the  same  for 
both  surveys,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  there  were  no  cases  of  active 
tuberculosis  or  cancer  of  the  lung  found  in  1966  compared  with  8 and  6 cases 
respectively  during  the  previous  survey. 

A special  visit  of  one  of  the  units  on  the  14th  December,  1966  showed 
the  following  attendances  and  results  : 


2 — 

5 3 

1 — 
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Bouverie  Square 


Total  Examinations 


M.  E.  Total 

109  15  124 


Results  of  Examination 

Cancer 

Active  Inactive  of  . 

T.B.  T.B.  Lun^ 

— 3 — 


(c)  New  Cases  Notified 

during  1966 

Respiratory 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 

Other 

Af*e  in  years 

M. 

E. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0-4 

1 

— 

— — 



5-14 

— 

— 





15-24  ... 

1 

— 

— — 



25-44  . . . 

1 

— 

— — 

— 2 

45-64  ... 

3 

— 

— — 

1 — 

65  and  over 

1 

2 

— — 

— — 

Totals 

7 

2 

1 2 

Number  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  admitted  to  hospital 
during  the  year  : 

(a)  Pulmonary  4 

(b)  Non-pulmonary  1 


(d)  Mortality  during  1966 

In  one  instance,  a woman  aged  74,  tuberculosis  was  given  as  the  immediate 
cause  of  death. 


(e) 


Number  of  Cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register 


Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Total 


M. 

F. 

M. 

E. 

On  register  at  1st  January,  1966 

67 

45 

6 

13 

131 

Primary  Notifications  

Other  additions  (returned  to  dis- 

7 

2 

1 

2 

12 

trict,  transferred  from  other 
areas,  restored  to  register,  etc.) 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

Totals 

76 

48 

8 

15 

147 

Removed  (died,  left  district,  re- 

covered,  non-tuberculous,  etc.)  ... 

2 

10 

3 

3 

*18 

Remaining  on  Register  at  31st 

December,  1966 

74 

38 

5 

12 

129 

* Of  the  18  cases  removed  from  the  register  4 patients  left  the  district  and  12 
were  reported  by  the  Chest  Physician  as  “ now  regarded  as  recovered 
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(f) 


New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  during  1966 — Occupation  of  Patients 


Antique  Dealer 
Bus  Conductor 
Bus  Driver 
Domestic  Worker 
Housewife 
Infant 
Labourer 
Lorry  Driver  . . . 
Printer 


Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  T otal 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

1 — — — 1 

— 1 — 1 
I — — 1 

1 — — I 2 

— 2 — 1 3 

1 — — — 1 

1 — — — 1 

1 _ _ _ 1 

1 — — — 1 


Totals  7 2 12  12 


(g)  Chest  Clinic 

Dr.  J.  Spencer  Jones,  Chest  Physician,  has  supplied  the  following  infor- 
mation : 

Number  of  people  with  tuberculosis,  requiring  medical  advice 

There  is  a fall  in  the  number  of  people  requiring  advice  and  we  can 
attribute  this  to  the  effect  of  chemotherapy,  which  enables  patients 
to  make  a satisfactory  recovery  and  to  be  discharged  from  Hospital  super- 
vision, whereas  indefinitely  prolonged  supervision  was  the  practice  up  to 
fifteen  years  ago. 

In  1964,  582  patients  in  Folkestone  required  advice  because  of  tuber- 
culosis. In  1966  the  figure  was  502. 

New  cases  of  Tuberculosis 

There  were  9 new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  3 cases  of 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  In  keeping  with  the  national  trend,  it  was 
noted  that  only  3 of  the  new  cases  were  aged  35  years  or  less.  Tuber- 
culosis is  becoming  a disease  of  men  past  middle  age  rather  than  affection 
of  child-bearing  women,  as  in  the  past. 

Resistant  Organisms 

Tuberculosis  germs  resistant  to  the  usual  treatments  are  a potential 
danger  to  the  community.  Three  patients  remained  Infected  by  resistant 
organisms  (the  same  number  as  in  1964)  and  no  new  case  of  this  type 
was  found. 


Attendances  and  B.C.G.  Vaccinations 

Attendances,  etc.,  at  the  Clinic  were  : 

New  Patients — 

(i)  Complete  examinations  ...  254 

(ii)  B.C.G. , contacts,  etc.  ...  248 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  1,050 

B.C.G.  vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  136 

Number  of  contacts  examined  ...  361 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1966 
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TOTALS  ...  14  32  30  30  36  92  10  11  22  6 12  295  5 300 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

1 have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  eighteenth  annual  report  on  the 
work  carried  out  in  my  Department. 

The  unkind  critic  might  say  that  like  the  hovercraft  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  sometimes  appears  to  ride  on  a cushion  of  air  ; but  there  the  com- 
parison ends,  for  his  activities  are  unobtrusive  rather  than  obtrusively  noisy 
and  public  opinion  never  clamours  for  him  to  cease  his  activities  even  for 
short  periods  of  respite. 

The  ever  increasing  diversity  of  public  health  inspection  duties  becomes 
more  noticeable  each  year  and  despite  the  progress  made  in  raising  standards 
in  every  sphere  of  activity  there  never  seems  to  be  any  diminution  in  the 
amount  of  work  to  be  done.  The  emphasis  may  change  from  time  to  time,  and 
from  district  to  district,  but  the  overall  pressure  does  not  ease. 

All  this  possibly  results  in  some  measure  from  better  informed  public 
opinion  and  improved  social  conditions  ; it  could  also  be  associated  with  the 
changing  pattern  of  community  life  and  these  factors,  in  combination,  now 
demand  a more  involved  standard  of  service  to  the  public. 

It  is  an  over  simplification  to  say  that  the  work  may  be  summed  up  as 
endeavouring  to  remedy  basically  unsatisfactory  conditions  resulting  from  the 
errors  of  the  past,  maintaining  control  and  supervision  over  current  con- 
ditions so  that  similar  legacies  are  not  left  for  succeeding  generations,  and  at 
the  same  time  trying  to  assist  in  moulding  thoughts  on  public  health  problems 
of  the  future.  Nevertheless,  most  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the 
Department  can  be  related  to  these  aspirations  and  they  can  be  actively 
pursued  at  local  level,  however  large  or  small  the  district ; such  is  the  ob- 
jective in  Folkestone  and  1 trust  that  perusal  of  the  following  pages  will 
indicate  how  far  the  aims  were  forwarded  during  1966. 

Further  substantial  progress  was  made  in  the  recording  of  premises  to 
which  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  is  applicable,  and  ac- 
tivities in  all  routine  inspections  were  fully  maintained.  The  initiation  of  a 
Compulsory  Improvement  Area  covering  Athelstan  Road,  Ethelbert  Road  and 
Invicta  Road  was  a matter  of  satisfaction  and  1 am  convinced  that  this  is 
worthwhile  and  extremely  important  work  which  will  assume  even  greater 
significance  during  the  next  decade.  The  main  criticism  at  present  is  the  un- 
duly complicated  and  prolonged  administrative  procedure  laid  down  in 
connection  with  statutory  implementation  of  such  projects. 

The  closing  of  the  cargo  service  at  the  Harbour  marked  the  end  of  a 
chapter  in  the  history  of  the  port  and  was  the  culmination  of  a gradual 
reduction  in  the  tonnage  of  cargo  traffic,  particularly  perishable  goods,  over 
the  past  10  years  due  to  increased  use  of  train  ferries  at  other  ports. 

Writers  on  the  history  of  Folkestone  refer  to  a harbour  being  in  existence 
from  the  5th  or  6th  century  but  the  first  reliable  record  concerns  an  Act  of 
Parliament  passed  in  1765  giving  powers  to  levy  charges  in  connection  with 
the  arrival  of  cargoes  of  coal.  The  income  was  supposed  to  help  the  Town  to 
keep  the  harbour  in  good  repair  and  relieve  the  local  fishermen  of  this 
responsibility,  as  had  been  the  case  up  to  then. 
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In  1808  a company  was  formed  and  another  Act  was  passed  containing 
powers  for  importing  a wide  range  of  commodities,  including  foodstuffs.  It 
was  not  until  1843,  however,  when  the  then  South  Eastern  Railway  Company 
took  over  the  earlier  company  and  put  the  harbour  into  proper  working 
condition,  that  trading  materially  increased.  At  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century  as  a result  of  this  additional  traffic,  the  harbour  was  lengthened  and 
the  shore  approaches  improved. 

After  the  first  World  War,  cargo  and  passenger  traffic  was  resumed  until 
1940,  when  the  port  was  again  closed  during  hostilities.  In  1945  cross  channel 
passenger  services  recommenced  and  in  1946  cargo  traffic  was  back  to  pre- 
war level,  but  in  recent  years  it  progressively  declined  and  the  decision  taken 
was  not  therefore  unexpected. 

Closure  of  the  cargo  service  does  not,  of  course,  mean  that  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  Port  Health  Inspectorate  have  ceased  ; all  other  port  health 
duties  continue  and  these  were  fully  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

As  one  compiles  the  annual  review  there  is  always  the  feeling,  on  looking 
back  over  the  year,  that  time  has  been  fully  occupied  but  so  much  that  was 
envisaged  in  January  still  remains  unfinished  in  December  and  this  reflects  the 
pressure  of  routine  work  which  has  again  kept  the  technical  and  clerical  staff 
at  full  stretch.  To  them  1 accord  commendation  and  full  appreciation  of 
their  efforts. 

It  only  remains  to  pay  tribute  to  my  Deputy,  Mr.  L.  F.  Pattman,  who 
has  given  such  long  and  loyal  service  to  the  Department  and  whose  retirement 
early  in  1967  will  have  been  well  earned.  Mr.  Pattman  has  always  been  a 
most  conscientious  officer  and  I have  been  ever  mindful  of  his  unstinting 
efforts  in  the  smooth  and  efficient  running  of  the  Department.  During  the 
year  under  review  these  endeavours  continued  as  heretofore  and  my  ap- 
preciation of  his  work  is  again  given  with  full  sincerity. 

I also  record  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
and  Housing  Committee,  the  Establishment  Committee  and  all  Members  of 
the  Borough  Council  for  their  support,  and  to  officers  and  staff  of  other 
Departments  for  continued  co-operation. 

Yours  obediently, 

L.  H.  VALE, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


1.  COMPLAINTS 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  ...  ...  889 

2.  INSPECTIONS — Summary  of  visits  made. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936-1961 

Number  of  premises  inspected  (primary  visits)  ...  656 

Visits  to  premises  (including  re-visits)  ...  ...  2,209 

Housing  Acts,  1957-1964 

Visits  for  purposes  of  securing  repairs  ...  ...  465 

Visits  re  individual  unfit  dwellings,  compliance  with 
demolition  orders,  checks  on  compliance  with 

closing  orders,  etc 165 

Visits  re  clearance  areas,  supervision  of  demolition,  etc.  54 

Visits  for  general  survey  and  assessment  of  properties  225 
Visits  re  houses-let-in-multiple  occupation  ...  ...  142 

Housing  Acts,  1958-1964 

Visits  re  improvement  grants  (including  preliminary 

enquiries,  formal  inspection  and  re-visits)  ...  582 

Visits  re  Housing  Improvement  Areas  ...  ...  166 

Housing  (General) 

Visits  re  housing  applications  (alleged  overcrowding, 

claims  for  priority,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Visits  re  Tuberculosis  patients 9 

Miscellaneous  visits  29 

h'(X)(J  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

Inspection  of  shops  and  other  premises,  stalls,  mobile 
vehicles,  etc.  where  food  is  stored,  handled,  and/ 
or  sold  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 ,460 

Visits  to  ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 

Visits  to  licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Miscellaneous  visits  (including  food  sampling,  etc.)  ...  815 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Premises  inspected  and  recorded  ...  ...  ...  160 

Visits  to  premises  subject  to  registration  for  purposes 

of  the  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  547 

Visits  to  other  premises  for  check  purposes  ...  ...  68 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  Milk  Regulations  ...  100 

Visits  to  other  premises,  etc.  not  recorded  above 

Factories  (a)  Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

(b)  Non-power  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(c)  Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963  ...  ...  15 

Agricultural  Premises  (farms,  holdings,  etc.) 6 

Bathing  Pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Caravan  and  Camping  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Clean  Air  Act,  1 956  69 
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Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order,  1957  ...  10 

Food  Poisoning  enquiries  52 

Hairdressers’  premises 20 

Infectious  diseases  236 

Knacker’s  Yard 15 

Licensing  Act,  1 964  ...  25 

Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964  ...  ...  ...  2 

Meat  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926  (Marking  Orders)  ...  167 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1 960  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 16 

Places  of  entertainment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Rodent  Control  (visits  by  Inspectors  only)  88 

Miscellaneous  439 


Total  number  of  visits  made  ...  ...  ...  9,155 

Visits  to  Port  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  592 


9,747 


3.  NOTICES  SERVED 


Notices 

Served 

Notices 

Complied 

Defects  or 
Contraventions 

Informal  Formal 

Informal  Formal 

Found 

Complied 

Factories  Act  1961  ... 

8 

— 

11 



14 

25 

Folkestone  Corporation  Act 

1920  

25 

1 

25 

1 

34 

30 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 
and  Food  Hygiene  (Gene- 

ral)  Regulations  1960 

98 

— 

100 

— 

296 

261 

Housing  Acts  1958-1964  (Im- 

provement  Grants) 

— 

31 

— 

35 

418 

498 

Housing  Acts  1957-64  (Re- 

pairs  etc.) 

37 

1 

23 

2 

620 

All 

Public  Health  Acts  1936-61 

270 

10 

240 

9 

653 

571 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Pre- 

mises  Act  1963 

129 

— 

126 

556 

500 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  1926 

13 

— ^ 

10 

_ 

16 

12 

Clean  Air  Act  1 956  ... 

12 

— 

10 

— 

12 

10 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 

Regulations  1959  ... 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

6 

Noise  Abatement  Act  1960  ... 

4 

— 

3 

— 

4 

3 

Caravan  Sites  & Control  of 

Development  Act,  1960  ... 

2 

— ■ 

1 

— 

12 

7 

Animal  Boarding  Establish- 

ments  Act  1963 



— 

1 

— 

— 

9 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

598 

43 

554 

47 

2635 

2405 

39 


BROAD  ANALYSIS  OF  DEFECTS,  ETC,  REMEDIED 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AND 

HOUSING  ACTS 

Fuhlic 

Housing 

A cts, 

1958-1964 

Housing 

A cts, 

Health 

(Improvement 

1957-64 

Acts, 

Grant  (Maintenance 

1936-61 

Schedules) 

Notices) 

Dampness  : 

Roofs  repaired 

34 

45 

24 

Eaves  guttering  and  downpipes  re- 
paired or  renewed  ... 

29 

36 

24 

External  walls  repointed,  re-rendered 
or  repaired,  cavities  cleared,  etc.  ... 

14 

72 

34 

Internal  walls  waterproofed  ... 

46 

58 

37 

Window  sills  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

7 

50 

22 

General  Repairs  : 

Internal  walls  or  ceilings  repaired  or 
renewed 

52 

59 

39 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed,  sub-floor 
ventilation  provided,  etc 

14 

27 

1 1 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

16 

17 

7 

Windows  repaired 

12 

101 

63 

Sashcords  renewed 

1 

19 

9 

Chimneys  repaired  or  renewed 

4 

27 

10 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed 

3 

12 

9 

Fuel  stores  provided  ... 

— 

3 

1 

Staircases  repaired,  hand-rails  fitted, 
etc 

17 

6 

Food  stores  provided  or  ventilated,  etc. 

1 

9 

15 

Yard  paving  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

19 

9 

Water  supplies  reinstated,  supply  pipes 
and  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

9 

2 

27 

Internal  re-decoration 

2 

29 

23 

Drainage  : 

Repaired  or  cleansed 

56 

1 

1 

Reconstructed  or  relaid 

15 

— 

— 

New  gullies  provided  ... 

4 

2 

— 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  re- 
paired   

14 

3 

Wastepipes  repaired  or  renewed,  etc. 

1 

4 

— 

Soilpipes  and  vent-shafts  repaired  or 
renewed 

7 

3 

5 

Sewers  repaired 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Additional  accommodation  provided 

17 

1 

Structure  repairs  (roofs,  walls,  ceil- 
ings, floors,  plasterwork,  etc.) 

12 

7 

13 

Doors,  windows  repaired  or  renewed 

5 

3 

7 

Fittings  repaired  or  renewed 

19 

5 

4 

Disconnected  from  food  rooms,  screen- 
ed, etc.  

6 

40 


Miscellaneous  : 

Curtilage  walls,  etc.,  rebuilt  or  re= 


paired 

— 

5 

5 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  . . . 

49 

1 

1 

Nuisances  from  animals,  etc.,  abated 
Premises  or  parts  of  premises  cleansed 

4 

— 

“ 

and/or  disinfested  ... 

44 

— 

— 

Unclassified  

44 

1 

5 

544  638  411 


Refuse  Bins  (Folkestone  Corporation  Act)  : 

New  bins  provided  after  service  of  notices  ...  ...  30 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  IN  THE  BOROUGH 

The  total  number  of  premises  not  connected  to  the  main  sewerage  system 
is  as  follows  : 

Number  of  premises  served  by  cesspools  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  premises  served  by  pail  closets  ...  ...  3 

There  are  no  privies  or  earth  closets  in  the  Borough. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Both  these  services  were  maintained  at  an  appropriate  state  of  readiness 
throughout  the  year  to  deal  immediately  with  any  type  of  treatment  required, 
but  no  special  emergencies  arose.  All  requests  were  met  at  once  on  a routine 
basis,  and  little  comment  is  therefore  necessary  except  to  report  that  the 
services  remained  operationally  satisfactory  and  effective. 

Disinfection 

The  number  of  calls  made  on  the  disinfection  service,  mainly  for  terminal 
treatment  after  infectious  or  chronic  illnesses,  was  about  the  average  for  recent 
years. 

Formalin  in  either  liquid  or  gaseous  form  was  again  employed  almost 
exclusively  for  disinfection  of  premises,  and  the  steam  disinfector  continued 
to  be  used  for  the  treatment  of  bedding  and  clothing  removed  from  premises 
under  treatment ; also  for  Ambulance  Service  blankets,  etc.  and,  occasionally, 
for  similar  articles  from  other  sources  treated  on  request  and  for  which  a 
nominal  charge  was  made. 

One  request  from  the  Ashford  Urban  District  Council  was  met,  this 
being  in  accordance  with  the  standing  agreement  with  the  local  authority 
mentioned. 

Except  for  specialised  disinfection  as  referred  to  ab5ve,  there  would  seem 
to  be  little  need  for  a municipal  service,  as  proprietary  forms  of  disinfectants 
for  normal  domestic  use  are  readily  and  abundantly  available  to  householders, 
and  providing  the  housewife  knows  what  she  is  buying  many  can  be  quite 
effective.  This,  however,  prompts  an  observation  on  the  present  lack  of  uni- 
formity in  the  evaluation  and  classification  of  such  products. 

If  the  results  of  consumer  research  may  be  taken  as  a criterion,  it  appears 
that  45%  of  housewives  expect  a product  purchased  as  a disinfectant  to  have, 
as  a first  priority,  satisfactory  germ  killing  properties  ; 32%  require  it  to  have 
a pleasant  smell  and  14%  think  or  hope  that  it  has  particular  cleaning  qualities 
as  distinct  from  any  properties  it  possesses  as  bactericide,  germicide,  fungicide 
or  as  an  “ antiseptic  The  other  9%  apparently  give  no  special  thought  to 
the  matter  at  all. 
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The  acid  test  is  what  yardstick  is  used  to  measure  the  effective  activity  of 
the  different  products  in  terms  of  maximum  dilution  for  efficient  action. 

The  pseudo-scientific  jargon  in  which  advertisements  are  projected,  and 
the  “ special  tests  ” to  which  reference  is  often  made,  provide  fertile  ground 
for  over-imaginative  sales  promotion  directed  at  gullible  purchasers. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the  tests  at  present  commonly  used  do  not 
provide  a satisfactory  basis  for  a uniform  evaluation  and  there  is  a positive 
need  for  methods  to  be  developed  which  will  afford  a basis  for  unequivocal 
evaluation  of  any  product  to  which  the  designation  “ disinfectant  ” is  applied, 
leading  to  the  compilation  of  an  approved  list  for  specific  purposes  or  usage 
against  a pre-determined  spectrum  of  bacterial  organisms. 


Disinfestation 

The  number  of  premises  at  which  disinfestation  treatment  was  carried 
out  showed  a slight  increase  compared  with  1965,  and  these  were  mainly  in 
respect  of  cockroach  and  flea  infestations,  and  wasps’  nests  ; 6 bug  infestations 
were  also  treated,  this  being  quite  unusual.  Bees,  ants  and  lice  were  also 
encountered  during  the  year. 

Complacency  among  proprietors  of  food  premises  regarding  insect  in- 
festation persists  and  in  most  cases  it  is  only  when  the  District  Inspectors  have 
noted  infestations  during  routine  inspections  that  service  has  been  requested — 
under  the  alternative  of  more  salutary  action  through  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations. 

Fortunately  no  serious  cases  of  resistance  to  insecticides  have  been  noted 
in  the  Borough  to  date  due,  1 feel,  to  the  fact  that  pyrethum-based  compounds 
are  primarily  used  as  being  least  likely  to  induce  this  phenomenon  among  the 
pest  population.  Alternatives  are,  nevertheless,  not  entirely  rejected  where  a 
more  specific  or  selective  formulation  is  indicated  in  particular  circumstances. 


1 . Disinfection 

Number  of  premises  treated  after  infectious  disease 
Number  of  rooms  involved  ... 

Number  of  articles  of  bedding,  etc.  disinfected 
Number  of  library  books  disinfected 

2.  Disinfestation 

Number  of  houses  and  other  premises  treated 
Number  of  rooms  involved  ... 

3.  Number  of  visits  by  operator  for  above  purposes 


19 

31 

239 

39 


59 

412 

187 


FOOD  SUPPLIES 

1.  General  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  and  the  principal  sources  of 
fresh  meat  supplies  during  1966  were,  as  in  previous  years,  the  abattoirs  at 
Canterbury  and  Hythe  and  the  wholesale  meat  depots  in  Grace  Hill.  The 
abattoir  at  Canterbury  is  used  by  the  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation,  who 
operate  a wholesale  business  from  the  premises  which  includes  delivery  to 
retail  traders  throughout  a very  wide  area,  including  Folkestone.  The  abattoir 
at  Hythe  is  municipally  owned  but  is  let  to  a local  slaughtering  company 
which  undertakes  the  killing  and  dressing  of  all  animals  brought  to  the 
premises,  and  these  facilities  are  available  to  any  butcher  in  Folkestone.  In 
actual  fact  most  of  the  through-put  at  the  abattoir  is  handled  by  private  firms 
of  meat  traders  who  supply  dressed  carcase  meat  to  butchers’  retail  shops  in 
the  district. 
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The  arrangements  outlined  are  in  accordance  with  those  accepted  by  the 
Borough  Council  and  endorsed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  as  meeting  the  requirements  in  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  1958  that 
adequate  public  slaughtering  facilities  are  provided  for  local  needs. 

Two  selected  coldstores  in  the  Borough  continue  to  be  utilised  for  deep- 
freeze treatment  of  beef  carcases  found  on  post  mortem  examination  by  the 
food  inspectors  at  Canterbury,  Hythe  or  East  Ashford  to  show  signs  of  cysti- 
cercosis  infection.  The  affected  carcases  are  transferred  to  Folkestone  for 
appropriate  treatment,  and  for  official  stamping  by  this  department  on  final 
inspection  and  clearance.  12  carcases  were  so  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Meat  at  the  wholesale  depots  and  also  at  retail  shops,  including  super- 
markets, etc.,  is  checked  as  occasion  demands.  Mention  may  be  made,  in 
passing,  of  consignments  of  Irish  beef  which  are  frequently  received  at  one 
depot  and  in  respect  of  which  the  department  is  notified  as  the  meat  passes 
through  the  transit  port  of  Holyhead  without  inspection,  so  that  it  may  be 
checked  on  arrival  at  Folkestone,  this  being  a good  example  of  the  liaison 
which  exists  between  officers  in  such  matters. 

Inspection  of  shops,  stores  and  all  premises  where  food  is  handled  was 
maintained  on  the  basis  of  routine  observation  and  with  due  regard  to  the 
newer  techniques  of  preservation,  storage  and  presentation  of  various  types  of 
foodstuffs,  especially  in  respect  of  frozen  commodities. 

Freezing  presents  an  increasing  challenge  to  other  methods  of  preservation 
of  food  and  indeed  appears  to  have  advantages  over  the  traditional  canning 
processes.  The  claim  is  made— and  it  would  seem  to  me  to  be  a valid  claim — 
that  freezing  is  the  only  method  which  preserves  the  original  qualities  of  food 
inasmuch  as  the  intrinsic  characteristics  of  taste,  quality  and  nutritional  value 
are  virtually  unimpaired  ; and  often  without  the  aid  of  chemical  additives,  the 
use  of  which  continues  to  give  rise  to  misgiving  unless  they  are  employed  with 
great  discrimination. 

The  increasing  use  of  low  temperature  treatment  of  food  calls  for  careful 
check  being  kept  on  cold  and  deep-freeze  display  cabinets  to  ensure  that 
maximum  safety  rules  are  maintained  and  the  products  are  in  sound  con- 
dition when  sold  to  the  public,  this  being  the  point  at  which  the  particular 
interest  and  responsibilities  of  the  department  arise. 

On  the  premise  that  frozen  foods  have  been  protected  as  much  as  possible 
from  microbial  contamination  before  being  frozen — since  freezing  does  not 
sterilise — maintenance  of  correct  temperature  at  the  point  of  retail  display  is 
all  important.  There  is  still  an  astonishing  ignorance  among  many  food 
handlers  as  to  the  dangers  of  shuttling  articles  between  the  deep-freeze  cabinet 
and  display  counter  ; indeed  there  seems  to  be  an  impression  that  replacing 
the  product  in  a deep  freeze  cabinet  mysteriously  freshens  the  food.  Instances 
have  been  noted  of  deep  freeze  chickens  packaged  in  cellophane  being  dis- 
played on  slabs  and  even  in  warm  windows  until  thawing iias  reached  the  point 
where  the  birds  are  lying  in  an  uninviting  puddle  of  grey  fluid  which  has 
accumulated  inside  the  pack.  Apart  from  the  lack  of  sales  appeal  which  one 
would  think  might  arise,  the  activity  rate  of  micro-organisms  can  in  fact  be 
trebled  when  frozen  food  is  thawed,  since  food  cells  which  have  been  frozen 
are  very  much  less  resistant  to  attack. 

No  thawed  foods  should  ever  be  refrozen  therefore,  but  should  be  eaten 
or  cooked  immediately.  So  far  as  housewives  are  concerned,  if  foods  have  to 
be  thawed  before  being  eaten  they  should  be  left  in  the  package  to  thaw  : 
furthermore,  in  the  case  of  vegetables  where  it  is  stated  on  the  packages  that 
they  should  not  be  thawed  before  cooking,  this  instruction  should  be  followed, 
otherwise  they  may  very  rapidly  suffer  a significant  vitamin  depreciation  in 
the  interim  period.  Frozen  peas  will,  for  example*  lose  25%  of  their  valuable 
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ascorbic  acid  content  if  stored  for  only  1 hour  in  a domestic  refrigerator 
at  40°F. 

These  are  some  of  the  factors  which  exercise  the  minds  of  the  Inspectorate 
when  checking  food  premises,  and  which  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
when  judging  the  condition  of  foods  which  have  been  subjected  to  a rise  of 
temperature  when,  as  sometimes  happens,  a deep-freeze  cabinet  goes  out 
of  action. 

45  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public  concerning 
various  articles  of  food,  these  being  analysed  in  the  following  table.  By  way  of 
comparison,  27  complaints  were  received  in  1965. 


Coninuxlitiy 

Milk 

Butter 

Cheese 

Bread 


No.  of 
Complaints 

6 


7 


Canned  Meat  3 


Meat  and  Meat  Products  9 


Fish  3 

Vegetables  1 

Cereals  2 

Confectionery  8 

Other  Foods  4 


Total 
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Nature  of  complaint 

Milk  containing  foreign  objects  (4). 

Dirty  bottles  (2). 

Red  discoloration  (identified  as  mould 
growth). 

Brush  bristles  in  cheese  spread. 

Oil  contamination  (2). 

Bread  containing  foreign  objects  (in- 
cluding string  and  cigarette  end)  (3). 

Mould  growth  (1). 

Bread  affected  with  “ ropiness  ” — a 
condition  caused  by  a specific  bac- 
terial infection  (1). 

Blown  can  of  corned  beef  ( 1 ). 

“ Foreign  ” body  in  canned  meat  (iden- 
tified as  lymph  node)  (1)*. 

Corned  beef  with  “ peculiar " taste 
(D*. 

Bacon  containing  mouse  droppings  ( 1 ). 

Bacon  containing  maggots  (3). 

Mould  growth  on  sausages  (2). 

Steak  pie  containing  lead  pencil  ( 1 ). 

Chicken  pie  containing  fly  ( 1 ). 

Meat  pie  containing  pieces  of  coke  ( 1 ). 

Unpleasant  taste  of  canned  sardines  ( 1 ). 

Alleged  sickness  caused  bv  fish  fingers 
(D*. 

Herring  roes  containing  nematodes 
(round  worms)  (1). 

Imported  frozen  peas  containing  cigar 
butt. 

Rice  containing  string  ( 1 ). 

Canned  rice  with  bitter  taste  ( 1 ). 

Mould  growths  (5). 

Stain  in  pastry  dough  ( 1 ). 

Cake  containing  glass  (1). 

Cream  sponge  containing  maggot  ( 1 ). 

Gripe  water  containing  glass  ( 1 ). 

Mould  growth  on  yoghurt  ( 1 ). 

Skim  milk  powder  containing  charred 
particles  (1). 

Tea  rusks  containing  moth  larvae  ( 1 ). 
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Number  of  prosecutions  2 

Fines  and  Costs  imposed  ...  ...  ...  £80  10  0 

In  3 cases  (marked  *)  the  complaints  were  regarded  as  unjustified  ; in- 
deed the  “ foreign  body  ” in  the  canned  meat  was  a lymph  node  and  thus  an 
integral  part  of  the  meat. 

In  another  case,  after  a most  exhaustive  investigation  which  included 
special  reports  on  2 factories  in  Scotland,  some  doubt  still  lingered  as  to 
whether  the  foreign  article  concerned  had  been  in  the  food  prior  to  purchase. 
Such  possibilities  are  of  course  always  kept  very  much  in  mind  and  no  case 
is  pursued  to  legal  action  unless  there  is  sound  evidence  for  establishing 
culpability. 

The  fact  that  only  2 prosecutions  were  instituted  indicates  that  such  action 
is  not  resorted  to  without  very  serious  consideration.  On  the  other  hand  no 
case  was  dismissed  lightly  and  warnings  with  a stamp  of  severity  appropriate 
to  the  circumstances  were  issued  as  deemed  justified. 

Over  5 tons  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
including  64  lambs’  carcases  at  the  Port,  these  having  had  a chequered  history 
inasmuch  as  they  had  been  initially  exported  but  rejected  by  the  French 
Authorities  as  being  overweight.  On  return  to  Folkestone  they  became  sub- 
ject to  the  special  restrictions  of  the  Importation  of  Carcases  and  Animal 
Products  Order,  1954  and  were  accordingly  impounded.  The  condition  of  the 
carcases  ultimately  deteriorated  to  the  point  where  they  had  to  be  condemned. 


Summary  of  Food  and  Drugs  Condemned 


( a)  Meat  and  Meat  Products 
Beef  (English) 

Beef  (Imported)  

Bovine  Kidneys  (Imported) 
Lamb  (English) 

Lamb  (Imported) 

Lambs  Livers  (Imported) 

Pork  (English)  

Pigs  Kidneys  (Imported) 

Pigs  Livers  (Imported) 

Poultry  

Rabbits  

Canned  Meat  

Packaged  Meat 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

(b)  Fish  and  Fish  Products 

Fish  (Canned) 

Fish  (Packaged) 

Salmon 

Shrimps 

(c)  Other  Foods 

Fruit  (Loose)  

Fruit  (Canned) 

Fruit  (Packaged) 
lam 

Milk  (Canned) 

Mousse 

Pastry  (Packaged)  


303 

lbs. 

1,311 

lbs. 

98 

lbs. 

110 

lbs. 

3,526 

lbs. 

48 

lbs. 

95 

lbs. 

16 

lbs. 

50 

lbs. 

187 

lbs. 

47 

lbs. 

747 

lbs. 

81 

lbs. 

45 

lbs. 

60 

lbs. 

117 

lbs. 

56 

lbs. 

68 

lbs. 

522 

lbs. 

914 

lbs. 

28 

lbs. 

53 

lbs. 

61 

lbs. 

73 

lbs. 

40 

lbs. 
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Soup  (Canned) 
Vegetables  (Loose)  ... 
Vegetables  (Canned) 
Vegetables  (Packaged) 


16  lbs. 
1,782  lbs. 
727  lbs. 
52  lbs. 


Total  5 tons  0 cwt.  33  lbs. 


2.  Food  Hygiene 

An  equally  important  aspect  of  food  control,  and  one  which  is  comple- 
mentary to  the  physical  inspection  of  foodstuffs,  is  the  inspection  of  premises, 
equipment  and  personnel  engaged  in  the  handling  of  such  commodities. 

Food  hygiene  is  primarily  concerned  with  this  aspect  and  the  dissemination 
of  knowledge  amongst  food  handlers  is  not  easy.  It  is  not  a material  commodity 
which  can  be  sold  by  high  pressure  salemanship  ; nor  is  it  something  entirely 
abstract  that  needs  only  to  be  put  over  by  merely  explaining  its  implications. 
It  is  essentially  practical  in  implementation  so  far  as  food  handlers  are  con- 
cerned, and  is  a matter  on  which  the  general  public  can  exercise  an  arbitrary 
discrimination  by  patronising  only  those  establishments  where  hygienic  practices 
are  manifest.  Inspectors  cannot  be  in  every  food  premises  all  the  time  and 
customers  can  act  to  some  extent  as  their  own  watchdogs.  It  is  not  suggested 
that  every  customer  should  aspire  to  being  a “ big  brother  ”,  but  it  is  futile  to 
sit  in  a restaurant,  for  example,  witness  unhygienic  practices  without  demur 
and,  worse  still,  maintain  patronage  of  such  premises.  If  serious  or  persistent 
malpractices  are  noted  there  would  seem  to  be  a moral  responsibility,  in  the 
interests  of  other  potential  customers,  to  advise  my  department  accordingly  : 
in  such  circumstances  an  investigation  can  be  immediately  mounted  and, 
possibly,  a food  poisoning  risk  eliminated. 

Routine  inspection  and  observation  continues  to  expose  complacency 
and  shortcomings  in  the  attitude  of  many  employees  in  the  food  industry,  from 
management  level  downwards,  especially  in  regard  to  meticulous  routine 
cleansing. 

Superficial  cleansing,  with  corners  and  shelves  and  the  insides  of  drawers 
and  cupboards  ignored  is  too  often  regarded  as  sufficient.  Yet  when  one  re- 
calls that  tens  of  thousands  of  food  poisoning  organisms  can  crowd  on  to  a 
pin’s  head,  it  will  be  appreciated  that  the  amount  of  food  debris  in  neglected 
spots  is  more  than  sufficient  to  sustain  a heavy  reservoir  of  contamination. 

There  is,  or  should  be,  in  any  food  establishment,  a three  tier  system  of 
responsibility  comprising  what  might  be  termed  boardroom  responsibility, 
management  responsibility  and  no  less  important,  individual  responsibility. 

It  may  well  be  that  despite  boardroom  and  management  acceptance  of 
their  obligations,  individual  food  handlers  will  be  found  wanting,  but  without 
meaningful  and  effective  supervision,  laxity  and  failures  to  observe  sound 
hygiene  practices  at  this  level  can  hardly  be  surprising. 

Unless  and  until  this  supervisory  control  is  steadfastly  maintained,  as 
being  of  primary  importance  and  not  just  a matter  for  pious  lip  service,  un- 
hygienic practices  will  continue  to  induce  adverse  comment  : one  has  in  mind 
such  practices  as  the  handling  and  serving  of  vulnerable  cream  confectionery 
with  fingers  instead  of  tongs  which  are  very  easy  indeed  to  manipulate  ; un- 
necessary and  repeated  handling  of  cut  bacon  and  ham  when  stacking 
for  display,  etc.  : perforating  both  open  and  pre-packed  meat  products 
with  spiked  price  tickets  which  are  often  not  cleaned  between  usage,  and 
similar  undesirable  but  common  practices  which  receive  no  commendation 
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on  public  health  grounds  and,  furthermore,  present  a bad  image  to  would-be 
customers  who  do  unquestionably  notice  such  things. 

Other  hazards  can  arise  from  flying  insects,  which  are  undesirable  in  food 
premises  not  only  for  their  ability  to  act  as  a vehicle  for  contamination  but 
also  because  they  can  get  trapped  in  food  and  give  rise  to  vigorous  complaint 
from  customers  when  they  are  finally  discovered. 

Methods  of  control  include  sprays,  fly  papers,  insecticidal  strings  or  cards, 
electric  mist  dispensers,  lethal  attractants,  etc.,  but  all  have  one  serious  dis- 
advantage; i.e.  when  the  insects  feel  the  knock-down  effect  they  can  easily 
end  up  in  food. 

Thus  the  real  aim  ought  to  be  exclusion  of  all  flying  insects  from  premises 
by  proofing  the  rooms. 

In  this  connection  there  has  been  an  interesting  development  which  is 
based  on  the  theory  that  such  insects  will  recoil  from  a current  of  air,  and 
this  principle  is  applied  by  introducing  a strong  current  of  air  across  door 
openings. 

Insects,  of  course  can  also  enter  through  windows  and  these  should  be 
adequately  protected  by  guards. 

One  of  the  most  important  personal  rules  for  food  handlers  to  practise  is 
that  of  scrupulous  hand  hygiene,  and  this  does  not  mean  a perfunctory  rinse 
under  the  tap. 

Bacterial  growth  can  be  quite  prolific  on  hands,  and  pathogenic  organisms 
will  survive  in  the  interstices  of  the  skin  and  on  hair  follicles  for  weeks.  Indeed 
research  in  America  has  shown  that  both  transient  and  resident  bacteria  are 
common,  and  by  a process  of  active  colonization  some  transient  bacteria  can 
establish  residential  status. 

The  former  organisms  can  easily  be  removed  by  soap  and  water,  but 
scrubbing  is  required  to  dislodge  the  resident  colonies  and  these  can  include 
strains  of  food  poisoning  organisms. 

In  point  of  fact  the  best  and  most  effective  method  of  cleansing  is  a two- 
fold operation,  viz.  thorough  washing  and  scrubbing  with  soap  and  water  to 
remove  grease,  dirt  and  transient  bacteria,  followed  by  final  scrubbing  without 
soap  to  reduce  the  resident  and  more  persistent  organisms. 

Attention  to  hand  hygiene  on  the  lines  described  should  be  standard 
practice  by  all  food  handlers  and  it  is  neither  complicated  nor  does  it  take 
very  long. 

The  annual  increase  in  food  poisoning  statistics  which  was  the  rule  up 
to  10  years  ago  seems  to  have  been  contained,  but  the  incidence  is  still  too  high 
for  there  to  be  any  excuse  for  complacency  and  the  several  points  mentioned 
above  are  relevant  to  the  issue. 

The  most  important  development  in  the  statutorv  field  was  the  introduction 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966. 
The  Regulations  apply  to  covered  and  uncovered  markets,  delivery  vehicles, 
mobile  shops,  stalls  and  all  forms  of  trading  in  other  than  fixed  premises. 
Requirements  are  broadly  comparable  with  those  applicable  to  fixed  premises, 
and  strengthen  the  very  meagre  control  which  has  obtained  up  to  now  with 
respect  to  mobiles,  etc. 

The  Regulations,  which  became  operative  on  1st  January,  1967,  are  much 
more  complicated  than  appears  on  first  perusal  and  implementation  presents 
both  challenge  and  problems.  More  considered  comment  will  be  possible  when 
they  have  been  in  operation  for  a reasonable  period. 
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Defects  and/or  Contraventions  found  during  Inspections  of  Food  Premises  etc., 

and  remedied  as  a result  of  action  taken 


Measures  taken  to  protect  food  from  risk  of  contamination  37 
Equipment  repaired  and/or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  13 

Equipment  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Walls/ceilings  of  food  rooms  repaired  and  decorated,  and/or 

rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Improved  ventilation  provided  in  food  rooms  ...  ...  ...  3 

Windows,  doors,  floors,  etc.,  of  food  rooms  repaired  or  renewed  12 
Sinks  provided  for  washing  food  and/or  equipment  ...  ...  6 

Hot  water  provided  for  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cold  water  provided  for  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  13 

Hot  water  provided  for  wash  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cold  water  provided  for  wash  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Soap,  nail  brushes,  etc.,  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  7 

Lack  of  towels  for  handwashing  remedied  ...  ...  ...  4 

Disconnection  of  food  rooms  from  sanitary  conveniences 

effected  4 

Sanitary  accommodation  reconstructed,  repaired,  cleansed,  etc.  9 

Absence  of  notices  re  washing  hands  remedied  ...  ...  8 

Refuse  receptacles  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

First  Aid  materials  provided  (including  replacement  of  non- 
waterproof dressings  etc.) 5 

Smoking  whilst  handling  food — warnings  ...  ...  ...  6 

Accommodation  provided  for  clothing  and  footwear  not  worn 

during  working  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premises  specially  treated  for  eradication  of  insect  pests  ...  5 

Names  and  Addresses  inscribed  on  food  stalls  ...  ...  13 

Stalls  and/or  fittings  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  6 

Stalls  covered  with  side  and/or  back  screens  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stalls  provided  with  hot  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Food  Hygiene  posters  and  leaflets,  etc.  distributed  (in- 
cluding posters  and  replacements  exhibited  for  public 
display  and  education)  380 


3.  Bacteriological  and  Biochemical  Sampling 

Sampling  of  milk,  cream,  ice  cream  and  water,  also  examination  of  rinse 
samples  from  milk  churns  and  bottles  at  the  local  dairies  was  pursued  on  a 
regular  routine  basis  throughout  the  year  and  details  of  these  activities  are 
referred  to  elsewhere  in  the  report. 

In  addition,  during  the  holiday  season  19  samples  of  shellfish  were  taken 
from  whelk  barrows  and  other  retail  selling  points  for  bacteriological  examin- 
ation. 

No  statutory  standards  have  been  prescribed  for  assessment  but  for  a 
sample  to  be  satisfactory  it  is  considered  that  the  total  count  of  organisms 
should  not  exceed  100,000  per  gram,  that  coliform  organisms  should  be  absent 
from  one  tenth  of  a gram  of  flesh  and  that  salmonellte  should  be  absent  from 
50  grams  of  flesh  ; all  other  pathogens  should  of  course  be  absent.  Using  these 
criteria  it  must  be  said  that  very  few  of  the  samples  were  satisfactory  ; only 
the  absence  of  pathogens  from  samples  afforded  a measure  of  comparative 
relief  at  some  of  the  higher  counts. 
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The  effect  of  the  routine  and  follow-up  system  of  sampling,  in  conjunction 
with  almost  daily  check  observations  on  the  general  condition  of  the  stalls, 
does,  however,  assist  in  keeping  stallholders  conscious  of  the  insistence  of  the 
department  on  stringent  care  on  the  preparation,  handling  and  sale  of  the 
various  seafoods  sold  by  them,  and  the  results  of  samples  are  used  to  con- 
tinually stress  the  importance  of  such  precautions. 

The  registration  of  6 established  premises  for  the  preparation  and  boiling 
of  shellfish  continued  and  these  premises  were  also  kept  under  supervision  for 
compliance  with  statutory  requirements. 


4.  Ice-Cream 


There  are  2 varieties  of  ice-cream  now  in  popular  demand,  i.e.  “ hard  " 
ice-cream,  which  as  the  name  implies  is  retailed  in  the  form  of  bricks,  tubs  or 
wafers  etc.,  and  “ soft  ” ice-cream  which  is  presented  in  loose  form  at  tempera- 
tures of  around  28°F. 


Several  different  forms  of  basic  “ mix  ” are  available  for  the  manufacture 
of  both  varieties,  viz.  (a)  a mix  in  which  all  the  ingredients  are  separately 
assembled  and  then  measured  out  by  the  producer  according  to  his  own  recipe  ; 
(b)  prepared  mixes  in  the  form  of  powder  in  which  the  ingredients  are  already 
measured  to  a predetermined  formula,  some — known  as  “ cold  mixes  ” — 
being  capable  of  reconstitution  by  the  mere  addition  of  cold  water ; (c)  steri- 
lised mixes  which  are  sealed  into  tins  and  are  particularly  convenient  for  use 
on  soft  ice-cream  vehicles  inasmuch  as  the  tin  contains  just  enough  to  recharge 
the  dispenser  and  can  therefore  by  fully  emptied  immediately,  thus  obviating 
the  hazard  of  prolonged  exposure  to  risk  of  contamination  which  would 
otherwise  arise.  This  type  of  mix  also  has  the  advantage,  from  the  operator’s 
point  of  view,  that  the  sterilised  product  does  not  require  to  be  kept  below  the 
prescribed  statutory  holding  temperature  between  heat  treatment  and  freezing, 
as  is  the  case  for  all  pasteurised  mixes. 


As  with  other  foods,  the  development  of  new  flavours  or  variations  of 
old  flavours  for  ice-cream  products  also  seems  to  exercise  the  attention  of 
manufacturers,  though  1 do  not  think  English  producers  can  yet  rival  one 
overseas  company  which  is  reported  to  claim  78  different  flavours  ranging 
from  the  mundane  vanilla  to  such  exotic  descriptions  as  “ nutty  noodle  ”, 
sweet  asparagus  ”,  “ lager  lick  ”,  “ cool  cucumber  ”,  “ rum  ration  ”,  and 
“ bacon  surprise  ” to  mention  only  a few. 


116  samples  were  taken  for  testing  the  bacterial  cleanliness  of  the  product 
as  distributed  in  the  Borough  from  retail  sales  points  or  from  service  con- 
tainers at  restaurants  and  cafes,  etc.  Over  90%  of  the  samples  were  categorised 
in  Grades  1 or  2 and  the  general  picture  is  therefore  reasonably  good  ; indeed 
the  number  of  Grades  3 and  4 samples  are  disproportionate  in  the  overall 
assessment  inasmuch  as  several  unsatisfactory  results  often  arise  at  the  same 
point  when  a single  initial  poor  sample  is  under  investigation.  Many  premises 
have  a commendable  record  of  consistency  in  Grade  1 samples. 


It  will  be  noted  that  88%  of  the  soft  ice-cream  samples  were  in  the  upper 
grades  and  no  sample  fell  into  Grade  4.  despite  the  greater  vulnerability  of 
this  type  of  ice-cream  to  contamination. 

All  the  samples  tested  for  chemical  composition  satisfactorily  complied 
with  the  prescribe  requirements. 

2 premises  are  registered  in  the  Borough  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream, 
but  only  1 of  these  was  so  operated  during  1966,  this  being  used  for  the 
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preparation  of  a pasteurised  mix  supplying  a number  of  mobiles  operated  by 
various  members  of  the  producer’s  family,  and  covering  a fairly  wide  area 
throughout  the  surrounding  districts. 

Some  of  the  vehicles  referred  to  are  fitted  with  soft  ice-cream  dispensers 
and  others  continue  to  distribute  the  hard  product.  On  the  former  type  of 
vehicle,  replenishment  supplies  of  the  liquid  mix  are  carried  in  temperature- 
controlled  cabinets  which  hold  the  contents  at  45°F.  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations  ; in  the  case  of  the  “ hard  ” vehicles,  the  mix  is  frozen  at  the 
factory  in  the  usual  way.  Both  factory  and  vehicles  were  kept  under  regular 
supervision,  particular  attention  being  given  to  hot  water  supplies  for  personal 
washing  facilities  since  it  is  found  that  this  is  the  item  which  calls  for  the  most 
frequent  check. 

Other  vehicles  which  came  into  the  Borough  were  given  the  same  attention 
in  respect  of  routine  checks  and  for  sampling. 

Amendments  to  the  register  of  premises  used  for  storage  and  sale  of  ice- 
cream in  consequence  of  change  of  occupancy,  deletions  or  additions,  resulted 
in  a net  decrease  of  1 by  the  end  of  the  year,  leaving  the  total  number  of 
registration  certificates  operative  at  December  31st,  1966  at  231  ; this  figure 
does  not  of  course  include  hotels,  cafes,  snack  bars,  restaurants  and  similar 
premises  where  ice-cream  is  only  served  for  consumption  on  the  premises  and 
which  are  not,  therefore,  subject  to  formal  registration.  Such  premises  are, 
nonetheless,  required  to  comply  with  all  the  hygiene  regulations  and  are 
subject  to  routine  inspection  and  sampling  accordingly. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN 


(i)  Compositional  Quality  {Chemical  Analysis) 


Milk  Solids  Artificial 
Fat  Content  other  than  Sweetener 

Fat 


Description 

Less 

than 

5.0% 

5.0% 

to 

7.5% 

7.5% 

to 

10.0% 

Over 

10% 

Less 

than 

7.5% 

Over 

7.5/0  Present 

Absent 

Ice-cream 

NIL 

2 

8 

NIL 

NIL 

10 

— 

10 

(1) 

(2) 


(3) 

(4) 

(5) 


Minimum  Basic  Standard  for  “ Ice-Cream  ” is 


5%  fat  and  7^%  TFtilk  solids  other  than  fat. 
Minimum  Basic  Standard  for 
“Dairy  Ice-Cream”  lis  5%  fat  (no  other 
“ Dairy  Cream-Ice  ” Vfat  being  permitted),  and 
“Cream  Ice”  j2-2%  milk  solids  other 

than  fat. 


Alternative  but  com- 
parable standards  are 
prescribed  for  mix- 
tures containing  fruit, 
fruit  pulp,  or  fruit 
puree. 


Minimum  Basic  Standard  for  “ Milk  Ice  ” is  2J%  milk  fat  and  7%  milk 


solids  other  than  fat. 

Minimum  Basic  Standard  for  “ Parev  ” (Kosher)  is  10%  fat  and  no  milk 
fat  or  other  derivative  of  milk. 


No  artificial  sweetener  is  permitted  in  ice-cream  of  any  description. 


(ii)  Bio-chemical  Standard  {Methylene  Blue  Test) 


Type 

Assessment 

of  Mix 

Point  of  Sampling 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

Hard  Ice- 

Sales  or  Serving  points 

84 

7 

5 

4 

Cream 

Soft  Ice- 

Factory 

1 

Cream 

Sales  or  Serving  points 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Mobile  sales  points  ... 

9 

2 

2 

Total  Samples  ... 

96 

9 

7 

4 

Percentage  Summary  ... 

82.8% 

7.8% 

6.0% 

3.4% 
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5.  Statistical  details  relating  to  food  premises  (including  Ice-cream  premises) 

(/)  New  premises  registered  during  1966  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice-cream  ... 

(ii)  Deletions  from  register  of  ice-cream  factories  during  1966 

(///)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice-cream  at  December,  1966 

(/v)  New  premises  registered  during  1966  for  the  sale  and 
storage  of  ice-cream  ...  

(v)  Deletions  from  the  register  of  premises  used  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream 

(vi)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice- 
cream at  December,  1966  

(vii)  New  premises  registered  during  1966  for  the  preparation 
or  manufacture  of  preserved  food,  etc. 

(vui)  Deletions  from  the  register  of  premises  used  for  the  pre- 
paration or  manufacture  of  preserved  food,  etc.  during 
1966 

(ix)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  preserved  food,  etc.  at  December,  1966  ... 

(x)  Total  number  of  premises  (including  those  not  subject  to 

statutory  registration)  officially  recorded  as  being  used  for 
the  preparation,  storage  and  / or  sale  of  food  

6.  Licensed  Premises 

Premises  recorded  (including  registrations  under 

Licensing  Act,  1964)  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Visits  of  inspection  during  year  108 

Another  duty  for  which  the  department  is  responsible  is  the  inspection 
and  supervision  of  all  types  of  licensed  premises,  including  clubs  registered 
under  the  Licensing  Act,  1964. 

This  responsibility  is  related  not  only  to  the  condition  of  the  premises 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  but  also  incorporates  the  inspection  of  food  and 
drink  under  the  relevant  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  ancillary 
Regulations,  including  sampling  for  analysis  as  necessary  ; such  control  by 
the  local  authority  is  of  course  quite  distinct  and  unconnected  with  any 
Customs  and  Excise  controls  or  Police  supervision. 

Spirits  are  tested  for  alcohol  content,  which  broadly  speaking  must  not 
normally  be  less  than  65%  proof  spirit  to  comply  with  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act.  Many  people  are  often  under  a misapprehension  as  to  precisely  what 
proof  spirit  is  ; by  definition  it  is  a liquid  which  at  60°F.  contains  49.28% 
of  alcohol  by  weight  and  57.10%  by  volume.  Thus  absolute  alcohol  is  in  fact 
175.25°  proof. 

It  is  pertinent  to  comment  that  where  spirits  are  marked  “ 70°  proof  ” 
they  must  contain  this  level  of  alcohol,  otherwise  an  offence  arises  under  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  irrespective  of  the  fact  that  the  minimum  strength 
required  to  satisfy  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  more  than  reached. 

Licensed  premises  are  also  subject  to  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963  so  far  as  employees  are  concerned,  and  any  excessive  noise 
from  premises  where  “ pop  ” groups  contribute  their  special  brand  of  music  is 
subject  to  the  limitations  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act. 

There  is  thus  no  lack  of  statutory  controls  which  can  be  invoked  by  the 
department  to  exercise  adequate  public  health  supervision. 

I would  stress  one  particular  point  on  which  sharp  warnings  have  had  to 
be  issued  on  occasion  and  this  concerns  smoking  by  barmen,  and  even 
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Nil 

Nil 

1 

2 
231 

2 

Nil 

90 

714 


licensees  and  their  wives.  It  is  unquestionably  a specific  offence  for  anyone 
serving  or  handling  open  drinks  either  behind  the  bar  or  at  table  to  smoke 
while  so  engaged,  and  there  is  indisputable  evidence  that  this  regulation  is 
quite  often  ignored.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  not  become  necessary  to  prosecute 
offenders  in  order  to  bring  home  the  fact. 

7.  Purity  of  Food  and  Drugs 

There  is  probably  no  industry  which,  through  its  products,  has  such  a 
continuing  close  and  personal  relationship  with  the  individual  than  that  en- 
joyed by  the  food  industry  . 

ft  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  there  is  tremendously  vigorous  com- 
petition for  public  favour  and  this  results  in  a constant  battle  in  devising  sales 
gimmicks  for  established  products,  or  induces  almost  feverish  activity  in  the 
development  of  new  forms  of  convenience  foods  with  the  paramount  objective 
of  making  them  more  appetising  and  attractive.  The  latter  efforts  lead  to 
more  and  more  sophistication  of  foodstuff’s  and  the  use  of  synthetic  ingredients 
to  develop  flavour  and  olfactory  titillation.  In  the  field  of  flavouring  enhancers 
alone,  there  are  hundreds  of  variations  aimed  at  pinpointing  particular 
characteristics  and  research  is  constantly  pursued  into  the  technique  of  de- 
veloping fruit  flavours,  meat  flavours,  cheese  flavours,  butter  flavours,  etc.  ; it 
is  reported  that  specific  attention  has  even  been  directed  to  the  possibility  of 
intensifying  the  aroma  of  coffee  on  the  premise  that  this  is  becoming  more 
important  as  a factor  in  consumer  preference. 

In  all  this,  the  one  firm  and  steady  safeguard  of  the  consumer  is  the 
statutory  control  imposed  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  various  Regulations, 
implemented  through  the  medium  of  practical  inspection,  sampling  and  analysis 
of  food  products,  and  scrutiny  of  labels  to  ensure  that  they  are  informative 
and  meaningful. 

The  basic  demand  is  that  all  food  must  be  satisfactory  in  respect  of  its 
nature,  substance  and  quality  and  that  it  is  neither  adulterated  by  addition 
nor  impoverished  by  unlawful  abstraction.  This  overall  requirement  is  supple- 
mented by  the  regulations  which  prescribe  specific  compositional  standards  for 
certain  foods  and  prohibit  or  restrict  additives  such  as  preservatives,  colouring 
matters,  toxic  metals,  anti-oxidants,  anti-mould  agents,  emulsifiers,  stabilizers 
and  a host  of  other  chemical  substances  which  are  commonly  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  food  to  “ improve  ” texture,  taste,  appearance  or  nutritional 
value. 

The  imposition  of  standards  does  not  necessarily  ensure  that  all  brands 
of  similar  foods  are  of  the  same  quality  ; standards  can  conceivably  result  in 
some  levelling  down  as  well  as  levelling  up  if  the  prescribed  standard  (i.e.  the 
minimum  standard)  becomes  the  only  standard  ; this  possibility  always  arises 
in  such  a competitive  market  and  anything  which  falls  even  slightly  below  the 
acceptable  standard  cannot  be  condoned. 

One  cannot  leave  this  subject  without  a comment  on  pesticides.  The 
possible  hazards  associated  with  the  presence  of  residues  of  these  substances 
continue  to  excite  interest  and  are  matters  of  serious  international  importance. 
No  statutory  tolerance  limits  have  yet  been  prescribed  in  this  country  and 
pronouncements  such  as  those  attributed  to  the  U.S.  Food  and  Drugs  Ad- 
ministration. during  a symposium  on  toxic  factors  in  food,  that  it  seems 
doubtful  whether  safe  tolerances  can  in  fact  be  established  because  of  the 
potentiation  of  interaction  between  different  pesticides,  do  little  to  ease  the 
general  concern.  Such  potentiation  is  a sort  of  synergist  reaction  which  is 
defined  as  producing  a situation  where  the  observed  effects  of  2 or  more  pesti- 
cides are  greater  than  the  sum  of  the  effects  of  the  individual  chemicals  ; it 
is  further  reported  that  such  an  effect  has  been  so  observed  in  the  case  of  a 
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number  of  pesticides  when  used  in  combination  with  the  organo-phosphorus 
compound  malathion. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  use  of  pesticides  and  herbicides  increases  the 
yield  of  agricultural  produce,  and  in  a world  where  at  the  same  time  that 
about  half  the  population  is  undernourished  the  explosive  increase  in  population 
continues,  the  productivity  factor  involved  cannot  be  ignored. 

One  wonders  whether  it  is  a realistic  attitude  or  an  over-simplification  of 
the  problem  to  pose  it  as  a choice  between  having  people  starve  to  death  at 
35  or  die  from  cumulative  chemical  poisoning  at  70.  The  compromise  lies  in 
more  stringently  controlled  application  of  pesticides  on  the  farm,  allied  to 
analytical  control  by  setting  reasonable  but  statutorily  prescribed  residue  levels. 

The  concern  which  arises  serves  to  underline  the  old  adage,  so  applicable 
to  food  control,  that  the  price  of  safety  is  eternal  vigilance. 

All  the  regulations  and  relevant  side  issues  must  be,  and  were,  carefully 
borne  in  mind  in  endeavouring  to  achieve  a balanced  programme  of  sampling 
in  the  Borough,  that  being  the  real  objective  in  food  and  drugs  control. 

Perusal  of  the  tables  which  follow  indicate  the  range  and  variety  of  foods 
sampled.  It  will  be  seen  that  98  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  antibiotic 
testing,  this  having  been  possible  since  moving  into  the  Civic  Centre  where  the 
facilities  of  the  laboratory  accommodation  included  in  the  department  enabled 
such  examinations  to  be  carried  out. 

Attention  is  also  drawn  to  the  number  of  samples  on  which  unsatisfactory 
reports  or  adverse  comments  were  made.  18  samples  were  involved  and  the 
action  taken  in  each  case  is  also  summarised. 

It  is  again  a great  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  close  co- 
operation which  exists  with  the  Borough  Analyst,  .1.  H.  E.  Marshall,  Esq., 
M.A. (Cantab.),  F.R.I.C.  Both  he  and  the  staff  at  his  laboratory  are  invariably 
helpful  to  the  department  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  programming  and 
examination  of  samples  and  the  interpretation  of  results,  and  it  is  most  gratify- 
ing to  be  able  to  rely  so  surely  on  this  co-operation. 


Summary  of  Samples  Submitted  for  Analysis 

Formal 
3 
2 
3 


Bread  and  butter 
Bread  (milk  loaves)  ... 

Butter 

Cereals — Rice  baby  food 

Oatmeal  (Pesticides  Exami 
Chewing  Gum 
Chili  Powder  ... 

Coffee — Instant 
Cream — Chocolate  eclairs 
— Cream  split  ... 

— Double 
— Sterilised 
Curry  Powder 
Drinks — Soft 

— Blackcurrant  syrup 
— Blackcurrant/Lemon  drink 
— Fruit  Syrup  ... 

— Low  calorie  lemon  drink 
Drugs,  etc. — Boracic  Lint 

— Boracic  Acid  Powder 


n 


ation) 


1 

3 


Informal 


I 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

9 
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— Basilicon  Ointment  — 1 

— Children’s  Tonic  — 1 

—Cold  Relief  — 1 

— Eye  Lotion  — 1 

— Excedrin  Tablets  — 1 

— Fersalate  Tablets  — 1 

— Gelusil  Tablets  — 1 

— Gripe  Mixture — 1 

— ^Fluid  Magnesia  — 1 

— Liver  Salts  — 1 

— Liquid  Paraffin  — 1 

— Petrolagar  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Phensic  Tablets  — 1 

— Phyllosan  — 1 

— Potassium  Citrate  Mixture  — 1 

— Sleep  Tablets  — 1 

— Spirit  of  Sal  Volatile — 1 

— Tincture  of  Myrrh  & Borax — 1 

— Tonic  Medicine  — 1 

— Zinc  & Castor  Oil  Cream  — 1 

— Antihistamine  Tablets  ...  ...  — 1 

Fat — Cooking  fat  1 — 

Fish — Cakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 — 

— ^Paste  — 2 

— Norwegian  Brisling  (canned)  — 1 

— Sardines  (canned)  — 1 

Flour — Self-raising  — 1 

Fruit — Cherry  juice  (sampled  on  arrival  at  harbour)  — 1 

— Blackcurrant  pie  filling  — 1 

— Canned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 4 

— Dried — 3 

— Prunes — cooked  — 1 

— Raspberries  (Pesticides  Examination)  ...  — 1 

Gelatine  — 2 

Ice  Cream  10  — 

Ice  Lollies  — 3 

Invalid  Tonic  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Jelly  — 2 

— containing  fruit  — 1 

Marzipan  3 

Meat  Products — Meat  Paste  ...  ...  ...  — 3 

— Beef  Sausages  2 — 

— Beef  Sausage  Meat  ^ 1 — 

— Beef  Spread  — 1 

— Curried  Chicken  Spread — 1 

— Chicken  Noodle  Snack  (Canned)  — 1 

— Chopped  Roast  Turkey  in  Jelly  — 1 

— Steakettes  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

—Tripe  — 1 

— Minced  Beef  1 — 

— Pate  de  Fois  Cream  ...  ...  — 1 

— Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Steak  Pie  — 1 

Milk — (a)  Compositional  sampling  : 

Untreated  4 — 
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Channel  Island  Pasteurised 
Pasteurised 
Sterilised  ... 

Tested  in  office  laboratory  (dairy  samples) 
Evaporated  (canned) 

(b)  Untreated  samples  tested  for  antibiotic 
Piccalilli 
Plantmilk 

Preserves — J ams— apricot 

— marmalade 
— Lemon  Cheese 
— Mincemeat 
Rennet — essence 

Saccharin  tablets  

Sauce  (bottle)  

Soda  Water 

Soups — Cream  of  Chicken  

— Cream  of  Tomato  Powder  . . . 

— ^Kangaroo  Soup  

— Mushroom  Flavour  Soup  Powder 
Spirits — Brandy 
— Gin 


—Whisky  

Sweets  

Tea  

Vegetables — Peeled  Tomato  (canned) 

— Peas  Pudding  (canned) 

— Mixed  Vegetables  (canned) 

Vegetable  Oil 

Vinegar  (malt)  

Yoghurt — Flazelnut  ... 

— ^With  real  fruit 


Totals 


56 


Table  showing  siiminary  of  samples  on  which  adverse  reports  were  received 
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label,  but  in  view  of  doubt 
in  complainant’s  evidence 
as  to  place  of  purchase, 
severe  warning  issued  in- 
stead of  prosecution. 


Food  Samples  (adverse  reports)— Continued 
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14  days  if  any  default  in  pay- 
ments. 


KNACKER’S  YARD 


Registration  of  one  knacker’s  yard  was  again  renewed  and  the  premises 
continued  to  operate  throughout  the  year. 

Once  more  1 am  able  to  report  favourably  on  the  very  satisfactory  manner 
in  which  the  premises  are  conducted.  It  may  have  something  to  do  with  the 
premises  being  controlled  and  personally  supervised  by  two  ladies,  both  of 
whom  actively  participate  in  the  business — one  indeed  is  licensed  to  slaughter 
animals— but  the  whole  premises  are  always  noticeably  maintained  in  a very 
clean  condition. 

A summary  of  the  animals  passing  through  the  premises  is  tabulated 
below,  showing  a reduction  of  43  in  the  overall  total  compared  with  1965  and 
thus  continuing  the  downward  trend  noted  over  the  past  few  years.  The 
decline  is  related  to  horses  and  sheep  rather  than  cattle,  the  number  of  sheep 
dealt  with,  in  particular,  having  fallen  during  the  last  4 years  from  128  to 
only  9. 


SUMMARY 

Reference 

Horses 

Cattle 

Sheep 

T otals 

Animals  slaughtered  at  yard 

6 

113 

— 

119 

Animals  slaughtered  at  owners’  premises  and 

and  brought  to  yard  for  disposal 

56 

64 

— 

120 

Other  dead  animals  brought  to  yard  for  disposal 

8 

170 

9 

187 

All  relevant  statutory  requirements  were  satisfactorily  complied  with  and 
no  adverse  reports  were  received  on  any  serious  issues  ; live  animals  brought 
to  the  yard  were  slaughtered  immediately  on  arrival  and  no  laiVage  problems 
therefore  arose,  this  being  another  satisfactory  feature  of  the  premises. 

In  September,  1966  proposals  for  amendment  of  the  Meat  (Staining  and 
Sterilisation)  Regulations,  1960  were  circulated  by  the  Ministry  of  Argiculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food.  The  main  proposal  was  to  make  compulsory  the  sterilisa- 
tion of  all  knacker  meat — which,  by  statute,  is  automatically  designated  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

1 have  for  many  years  persistently  commented  on  the  potential  danger  of 
raw  knacker  meat  being  a vehicle  of  infection  whereby  food  poisoning  or- 
ganisms such  as  salmonellse  can  be  introduced  into  a household,  especially 
when  such  meat  is  handled  or  cut  up  in  the  domestic  kitchen,  and  the  amend- 
ments proposed  are  long  overdue.  Even  so.  Organisations  representative  of  the 
knacker  trade  maintain  their  dour  opposition  to  the  intended  requirement, 
and  the  reason  is  perhaps  not  dissociated  from  the  fact  that  sterilisation  means 
a loss  in  weight  of  meat  so  treated. 

Public  Flealth  Inspectors  have  steadfastly  pressed  for  sterilisation  and  in 
1964  collaborated  with  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  a programme 
of  sampling  from  which  emerged  the  disquieting  but  nonetheless  factual  evi- 
dence that  1 1 % of  samples  of  knacker  meat  examined  contained  salmonellae. 
In  one  large  city  regular  sampling  of  this  nature  was  pursued  involving  some 
600  samples  during  the  five  year  period  1961-1965,  with  comparable  results  ; 
indeed,  in  1965  the  percentage  of  samples  containing  salmonellae  was  27.6%. 

There  could  surely  be  no  more  emphatic  and  overwhelming  confirmatory 
proof  of  the  need  for  sterilisation — either  by  steam  processing  or  by  irradiation. 

By  the  time  this  report  was  drafted  the  promised  Regulations  had  still 
not  been  issued. 
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MILK  AIM)  DAIRIES 


(i) 

Control  and  supervision  of  the  production  of  milk  at  dairy  farms  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  but  as  the 
local  authority  takes  over  at  the  point  of  delivery  of  the  milk  to  processing 
plants  all  prior  factors  relevant  to  the  purity,  safety  and  hygienic  quality  of  the 
milk  received  at  the  two  local  dairies  are  thus  matters  of  lively  interest  lo  the 
department,  and  progress  in  milk  technology  at  all  stages  of  production  are 
properly  matters  for  comment. 

A permanent  body  under  the  title  of  the  Milk  and  Milk  Products  lechnical 
Advisory  Committee  is  charged  with  the  task  of  keeping  under  review  problems 
arising  at  all  stages  of  production  and  distribution,  also  for  examining  tech- 
nical developments  and  advising  on  the  adoption  of  such  developments  in  the 
dairy  indust^’.  The  Committee  issues  an  annual  report  and  its  findings  are 
invariably  of  considerable  national  importance. 

Among  the  subjects  which  figured  prominently  in  the  latest  report  was 
the  problem  of  antibiotics  in  milk,  and  particular  reference  is  made  to  the 
matter.  This  is  a problem  which  has  its  origin  in  the  cowshed,  and  unless  it  is 
properly  controlled  at  that  point  final  repercussions  are  felt  in  the  ordinary 
household. 

Antibiotics  are  given  to  milk  cows  in  the  form  of  injections  into  the  udder 
during  treatment  of  mastitis,  and  residues  of  these  injections  are  subsequently 
excreted  with  the  milk  for  a period  of  up  to  48  hours.  If  infected  milk  is 
ingested  by  consumers  who  are  sensitive  to  penicillin  there  can  be  a very  un- 
pleasant reaction  ; furthermore,  continued  ingestion  of  small  amounts  to  non- 
sensitive individuals  can  possibly  result  in  the  build-up  of  resistance  to  the 
antibiotic,  and  this  is  clearly  undesirable  on  therapeutic  grounds. 

One  of  the  lesser  known  antibiotics,  chloramphenicol,  which  is  also  per- 
missible, is  said  to  have  even  more  significant  potentialities  insofar  as  it  is 
stated  to  give  rise  in  some  cases  to  a particularly  acute  form  of  anaemia.  One 
would  have  thought  this  drug  at  least  should  be  banned  from  use  completely, 
bearing  in  mind  that  total  responsibility  for  the  safeguard  recommended  i.e. 
rejection  of  milk  from  cattle  which  have  been  injected  for  (in  this  case)  24 
hours  after  treatment,  rests  entirely  with  a cowman  who  may  not  understand 
the  effect  of  the  drug  on  human  beings. 

Since  April  1966  a price  reduction  penalty  has  operated  against  farmers 
for  milk  containing  antibiotic  residues.  A first  failure  involves  a warning  bul 
no  penalty  ; subsequent  failures,  however,  unless  preceded  by  a 6 month  clear 
period,  carry  a reduction  penalty  of  one  shilling  per  gallon  on  all  milk  where 
positive  reactions  are  obtained. 

The  possibility  of  financial  loss  must  clearly  be  a deterrent  lo  the  producers 
lo  ensure  that  milk  from  cows  which  have  been  treated  with  antibiotics  is 
withheld  for  at  least  48  hours  or  such  longer  period  after  treatment  as  is  neces- 
sary for  the  medicament  to  be  cleared.  The  requisite  period  is  stated  on  contain- 
ers in  which  preparations  are  packed  but  on  one  or  two  occasions  when  milk 
sampled  at  local  dairies  has  been  found  lo  contain  traces  of  antibiotics  the 
farmers  concerned  have  protested  emphatically  that  the  milk  has  been  withheld 
for  the  requisite  period,  and  similar  situations  have  been  reported  by  other 
food  and  drug  authorities.  It  is  virtually  impossible  to  check  such  statements 
but  if  they  are  true  it  would  seein  that  the  matter  requires  review  to  determine 
whether  such  cases  can  in  fact  occur. 

Apart  from  the  price  reduction  scheme,  which  is  operated  by  the  Milk 
Marketing  Board,  it  is  of  course  an  absolute  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 


Act  for  milk  containing  antibiotics  to  be  sold  for  human  consumption  and  on 
at  least  2 occasions  the  possibility  of  such  action  has  arisen  on  samples  taken 
from  milk  delivered  to  Folkestone  dairies. 

(H) 

Routine  supervision  was  maintained  over  all  milk  premises  in  the  Bor- 
ough, including  in  particular  the  two  dairies  at  which  pasteurising  plants  are 
operated.  There  were  no  material  changes  in  the  plant  and  equipment  used 
and  total  through-put  showed  a further  overall  increase  to  approximately 
5,110,000  gallons  during  the  year,  including  up  to  2,000  gallons  per  day  used 
at  the  larger  of  the  dairies  for  cream  production. 

At  the  latter  premises  the  system  of  bulk  tanker  collection  is  now  being 
used  to  an  increasing  extent  for  conveyance  of  milk  from  farms  where  the 
installation  of  refrigerated  holding  tanks  enables  this  to  be  done.  The  system 
was  introduced  at  the  dairy  in  April  1964  when  one  tanker  was  used  ; in 
January  1966  four  tankers  were  delivering  7,500  gallons  of  milk  per  day  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  a further  three  tankers  had  been  added,  making  a total 
of  seven  in  all  and  accounting  for  nearly  10,000  gallons  of  milk  daily.  Since 
then  the  quantity  of  milk  received  in  tankers  has  in  fact  still  further  increased 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  some  15,500  gallons  were  so  delivered 
each  day  compared  with  1,600  gallons  received  in  the  traditional  churns. 
The  latter  now  consists  primarily  of  Channel  Island  supplies  and  it  seems 
that  in  the  not  too  far  distant  future  the  producer’s  churn  might  be  as 
much  an  anachronism  as  the  old  milk  retailer’s  hand  measure  and  delivery 
can  now  is. 

Control  over  the  methods  of  production,  transport,  handling  and  pro- 
cessing at  the  dairy  is  of  reduced  avail  if  meticulous  attention  is  not  paid  to 
the  bacteriological  cleanliness  of  the  containers  used  for  final  delivery  to  the 
consumer.  In  the  case  of  containers  such  as  bottles,  which  are  returnable  for 
repeated  use  and  are  inevitably  exposed  to  the  hazard  of  misuse  on  every 
occasion  they  leave  the  dairy,  it  is  particularly  important  that  the  utmost  care 
be  taken  to  ensure  the  efficiency  of  the  cleansing  and  sterilisation  process  ; 
accordingly,  regular  samples  of  bottles  were  taken  from  the  dairies,  these 
being  taken  at  random  from  the  production  line  as  the  bottles  travel  betv/een 
the  washing  plant  and  fillers.  130  bottles  were  checked  during  the  year  and 
though  results  fluctuated  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  was  very  high 
indeed,  average  total  counts  of  the  order  of  10  or  less  organisms  per  bottle  not 
being  unusual,  compared  with  the  standard  of  200  per  bottle  recognised  as 
satisfactory. 

Rinse  samples  from  90  churns,  again  taken  after  cleansing  and  sterilisation, 
were  tested  and  the  results  were  also  satisfactory,  some  churns  indeed  being 
reported  as  completely  sterile  ; only  one  churn  of  the  total  number  tested  was 
really  unsatisfactory  and  this  was  regarded  as  an  isolated  case. 

On  the  compositional  side  the  sai^iples  taken  of  retail  milk  supplies  con- 
tinued to  be  gratifyingly  clear  of  adverse  reports  ; this  is  an  example  of  the 
monotony  of  an  unbroken  sequence  of  good  samples  giving  satisfaction  and 
not  boredom. 

Informal  samples  of  milk  from  the  dairies  continue  to  be  examined  in 
the  office  laboratory  for  fat  and  solids-not-fat  contents  and  the  results  are 
referred  to  at  (c)  below. 

(a)  Registrations  under  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

(i)  Distributors  having  dairy  premises  in  the  Borough 
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8 


(ii)  Distributors  having  shop  premises  where  only  bottled 

milk  or  cream  is  sold  66 

New  distributors  registered  during  the  year  under  (ii)  ...  8 

Removals  from  register  under  (ii) 8 

(b)  Licences  under  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1963-65  valid  for 


quinquennial  period  ending  31st  December,  1970 


In 

Changes  during  year 

In  opera 

Type  of  Licence 

operation 

1.1.66 

Additions 

Deletions 

tion  at 
31.12.66 

(i)  Dealers  (Pasteurisers) 

2 

— 

— 

2 

(ii)  Dealers  (Pre-packed) — 
Pasteurised 

76 

15 

8 

83 

Sterilised 

16 

13 

2 

27 

Ultra  Heat  Treated 

1 

3 

— 

4 

(c)  Samples  taken  for  Chemical  Analysis  (Compositional  Quality) 

A verage 

Type  of  Milk  No.  of  Samples  Fat  Content  Solids-not-Fat  Total  Solids 

Channel  Island  11  4.63%  9.02%  13.66% 

Other  than  Ch.  Is.  30  3.71%  8.66%  12.38% 

NOTE.  Channel  Island  Milk  must  contain  at  least  4.0%  fat.  Other  milk,  irrespective  of 
designation,  should  contain  at  least  3.0%  fat,  and  all  milk  8.5%  solids-not-fat. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  159  samples  of  milk  were  taken  on  arrival  of 
farm  supplies  at  dairies,  for  examination  in  the  office  laboratory.  This  is  a 
very  valuable  screening  check  by  which  any  suspect  or  poor  quality  milk  can 
be  quickly  detected  and  followed  up  directly  with  the  producer. 

(d)  Samples  taken  for  Biochemical  Examination 
(0  Milk 


Designation 

Total 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Phosphatase  Test 

Turbidity  Test 

Samples 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

taken 

ractory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Pasteurised 

114 

57 

— 

57 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised  (Ch.  Is.) 

15 

10 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 



Untreated 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Untreated  Ch.  Is. 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

141 

75 

— 
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— 

4 

— 

(ii)  Cream 

70  samples  of  cream  were  taken  for  methylene  blue  examination  during 
the  year,  this  test  being  designed  as  an  assessment  of  the  degree  of  bacterial 
contamination  present  and  thus  an  indication  of  the  potential  keeping  quality 
of  the  product ; results  were  classified  as  follows  ; 

Satisfactory  , ...  54  (77.14%) 

Fairly  satisfactory  only  ...  8 01-43%) 

Unsatisfactory  8 (11.43%) 

Although  results  showed  slight  improvement  in  the  percentage  of  satis- 
factory samples  compared  with  previous  years,  the  number  of  unsatisfactory 
samples  is  still  disappointing. 

The  results  are  classified  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  an  official  report  of  a working  party  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service. 
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(e)  Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination 

In  addition  to  the  above,  1 sample  of  ultra  heat  treated  milk  was  subjected 
to  the  bacterial  plate  count  test  prescribed  for  this  type  of  milk.  The  sample 
proved  satisfactory. 

(f)  Brucella  Abortus  Tests 

85  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  appro- 
priate tests  to  be  applied,  as  follows  : 

(i)  27  group  samples  involving  102  milks  from  various  farms,  of  which  1 
sample  was  collectively  positive  to  the  tests  applied.  8 samples  were  then 
taken  from  the  individual  farms  concerned  with  the  positive  sample  ; all 
were,  however,  negative. 

(ii)  58  samples  from  individual  farms  ; 21  were  positive  to  the  Ring  Test  and 
of  these  1 5 were  also  positive  to  the  Whey  Test. 

(g)  Antibiotic  Sampling 

A total  of  122  samples  of  untreated  milk  were  taken  in  the  course  of 
delivery  to  the  local  dairies  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  antibiotics, 
with  the  following  results. 

Informal  Formal 

No.  of  Samples  Na^ativc  Positive  Negative  Positive 

122  87  12  22  1 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  above-mentioned  Act  for  which  the 
local  authority  is  responsible  is  logically  placed  in  the  hands  of  this  depart- 
ment, having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  requirements  referred  to  are  specifically 
directed  to  securing  satisfactory  environmental  standards  so  as  to  protect  the 
health  and  welfare  of  employees. 

Inspections  under  the  Act  are  integrated  as  a part  of  the  routine  activities 
of  the  Inspectorate  and  are  programmed  accordingly  so  that  a due  proportion 
of  time  is  devoted  to  the  task.  Inspections  are  often  dove-tailed  into  inspections 
of  shops  and  stores,  etc.  made  under  other  statutes  and  a measure  of  check 
and  supervision  is  thus  maintained  which  is  not  always  apparent  by  mere 
perusal  of  the  statistics  relating  to  inspections  recorded,  since  a visit  may  only 
be  shown  under  one  heading  (e.g.  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  or 
Public  Health  Act,  etc.),  whereas  in  actual  fact  conditions  under  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  are  also  noted  at  the  same  time  but  without 
being  separately  entered. 

During  the  year  556  contraventions  were  reported, "and  129  notices  were 
issued  in  respect  of  these  matters.  The  type  and  number  of  contraventions 
involved  are  broadly  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Subject  Number  of  Contraventions 


Cleanliness 

27 

Overcrowding  ... 

6 

Temperature 

44 

Ventilation 

14 

Lighting 

46 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

54 

Washing  Facilities 

83 

Clothing  Accommodation 

1 

65 


Sitting  Facilities 

2 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs 

80 

Fencing  of  exposed 

parts  of  machinery 

15 

First  Aid,  general  provisions  ... 

53 

Abstracts  required 

to  be  displayed 

131 

Total 

556 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Act  stood  at  656  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  by  which  date  523,  i.e.  80%  had  received  a detailed  recording 
inspection.  The  number  of  notices  which  have  been  served  during  this  period 
has  amounted  to  351,  of  which  277  were  fully  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the 
year  under  review  and  many  others  were  partly  complied,  some  having  only 
minor  items  then  outstanding. 

615  visits  were  made  during  1966  to  premises  for  purposes  of  the  Act. 
As  a result  of  notices  served,  including  a number  which  were  carried  over  from 
the  previous  year  as  still  outstanding,  500  contraventions  were  remedied  ; this 
brought  the  cumulative  total  so  remedied  up  to  966  since  routine  insp)ections 
under  the  Act  were  commenced. 

It  will  be  noted  that  some  of  the  items  in  the  table  relate  to  technical 
offences,  e.g.  failure  to  display  the  prescribed  Abstract  of  the  Act,  and  are 
accordingly  less  serious  than  contraventions  such  as  failure  to  provide  guards 
on  exposed  parts  of  machinery,  failure  to  provide  adequate  lighting,  failure 
to  maintain  floors,  stairs  and  passages  in  a safe  condition  and  free  from  ob- 
struction, etc.  Nevertheless  all  the  requirements  of  the  Act  and  the  various 
Regulations  made  thereunder  must  be  observed  and  action  to  this  end  must 
be  pursued. 

Special  mention  of  items  such  as  inadequate  lighting,  or  defective  floors 
and  stairs  is  merited  by  the  fact  that  defects  in  these  categories  can  result  in 
accidents.  National  statistics  show  that  falls  are  by  far  the  most  common 
cause  of  reported  accidents  (i.e.  accidents  which  cause  absence  from  work  for 
3 days  or  more)  ; it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  many  more  minor  falls  occur 
which  cause  pain  and  distress  but  are  not  serious  enough  to  put  the  casualties 
off  work  and  are  therefore  not  recorded. 

8 accidents  were  notified  to  the  department  during  1966  and  all  were 
investigated.  The  accidents  related  to  cuts  (2),  crushed  finger  (1),  lacerations 
from  flying  glass  caused  by  a crate  of  bottles  crashing  (1),  falls  (2)  and  falling 
objects  striking  the  injured  persons  (2).  Most  of  the  accidents  could  con- 
ceivably have  been  avoided,  though  with  one  possible  exception  none  appeared 
to  have  been  attributable  to  serious  culpable  negligence.  The  exception  in- 
volved a 15  years  old  boy  who,  fortunately,  only  suffered  concussion  when  a 
loaded  trolley  with  which  he  was  moving  stock  toppled  over  on  to  him  as  he 
was  trying  to  push  it  out  of  a lift.  The  investigation  showed  that  the  trolley 
was  probably  overloaded  but,  more  significant,  it  was  incorrectly  loaded  inas- 
much as  heavy  goods  in  glass  containers  had  been  stacked  on  top  of  light  goods 
so  that  the  load  was  in  any  event  top-heavy  ; the  castors  jammed  in  the  space 
between  the  lift  and  ground  floor  stockroom,  and  as  the  boy  struggled  to  release 
them  the  accident  occurred. 

A disturbing  feature  was  that  no  one  had  bothered  to  give  the  boy  any 
advice  or  hints  on  correct  loading  of  the  type  of  goods  involved,  such  as  would 
have  minimised  the  risk  of  mishap  ; the  incident  also  revealed  that  the  narrow- 
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ness  of  the  trolley  wheels  contributed  to  the  accident  and  attention  was  drawn 
to  both  points  by  appropriate  warning. 

The  number  of  accidents  notified,  compared  with  the  number  of  premises 
and  number  of  employees  registered  was  again  very  modest  and  one  still  won- 
ders whether  all  notifiable  accidents  are  indeed  referred  to  the  department, 
despite  the  fact  that  employers  are  particularly  advised  on  the  point  when  in- 
spections are  made. 

Reference  was  made  last  year  to  the  special  report  on  lighting  commis- 
sioned by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  to  determine  whether  there  was  a need  for 
statutory  regulations  prescribing  minimum  standards  of  illumination.  No  regu- 
lations have  been  produced  but  instead  a proposal  emerged  to  issue  an  advisory 
booklet  recommending  an  appropriate  code  of  practice. 

Whilst  the  idea  of  specific  regulations  under  which  enforceable  standards 
leave  no  room  for  argument  is  attractive  and  would  make  life  much  easier, 
nevertheless  this  approach  always  has  distinct  disadvantages,  as  the  standard 
prescribed  in  any  such  regulations  would  almost  undoubtedly  become  the 
official  “ norm  ” in  many  cases,  especially  amongst  less  enlightened  employers 
whose  reaction  often  is  “ what  do  I have  to  provide  to  comply  with  the  law  ? ” 

Regulations  can,  in  fact,  only  lay  down  minima  and  afford  no  inducement 
for  such  employers  to  go  beyond  what  must  obviously  be  the  most  miserable 
illumination  level  it  is  possible  to  conceive  for  practical  application,  whereas 
high  standards — without  glare — are  of  recognised  significance  in  terms  of  the 
welfare  of  office  and  shop  workers,  especially  where  there  is  virtually  total 
dependence  on  artificial  lights. 

Thus  a code  of  practice  in  the  proposed  booklet  form  could  be  most  useful 
but  would  not  statutorily  bind  an  officer  to  ignore  the  particular  circumstances 
in  any  individual  case,  when  deciding  whether  lighting  is  “ suitable  and 
sufficient  ” as  required  under  the  Act. 

Statistical  details  of  the  report  on  the  administration  of  the  Act  for  the 
year  1966  which  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  are  shown  in  the 
following  extract : — 


Table  A — Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Retail  Shops  

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  . . . 
Catering  Establishments  open  to 
the  public,  canteens,  etc. 

Fuel  Depots  


No.  of  Premises 
registered  at  3\  112166 
186 
394 
16 


57 

3 


No.  of  registered 
premises  inspected 
during  year 

53 

92 

1 

14 

0 


Totals  656 


160 


Table  B — Number  of  visits  by  Inspectors 

To  Registered  Premises  547 

To  Premises  not  covered  by  Act  68 


Table  C — Total  number  of  persons  employed  as  shown  on  the  registration 
forms 

Male  ...  ...  1,730 

Female  2,578 


Total 


4,308 
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HOUSING 


The  word  “ housing  ” and  the  word  “ problem  ” are  almost  inevitably 
synonymous,  and  this  obtains  in  particular  so  far  as  Public  Health  Depart- 
ments are  concerned  since  they  are  deeply  involved  in  a social  field  of  vital 
and  personal  significance. 


(a)  Unfit  Houses 

Folkestone  has  only  a small  slum  clearance  problem,  and  the  houses 
which  are  currently  programmed  for  action  as  being  unfit  are  mainly  concen- 
trated into  four  small  areas,  plus  a few  individual  houses,  and  totalling  in  all 
about  140  dwellings. 

Even  these  need  careful  assessment,  and  conditions  do  not  really  compare 
with  the  intolerable  slum  areas  of  cities  which  because  of  the  dilapidated  and 
insanitary  character  of  the  houses  make  decent  living  and  family  life  im- 
possible ; rather  are  we  faced  with  dwellings  that  are  unfit  in  the  sense  of 
affording  positively  sub-standard  accommodation  which  should  be  eliminated 
as  a progressive  housing  operation. 

In  order  to  keep  the  rate  of  condemnation  in  step  with  the  restricted 
number  of  new  houses  available  for  rehousing,  and  thus  avoid  tenants  who 
have  to  be  displaced  waiting  for  lengthy  periods  after  Orders  have  become 
operative,  the  planned  phasing  of  further  clearance  areas  was  again  adjusted 
from  the  original  timetable  and  action  accordingly  remained  at  a low  ebb. 


Progress  was  recorded,  however,  in  the  confirmation  of  the  Clarence 
Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  which  included  32  unfit  houses  and  10 
adjacent  properties  which  were  required  to  enable  the  area  to  be  properly 
redeveloped. 

In  addition,  the  Granville  Road  Clearance  Area,  comprising  6 houses, 
was  made  the  subject  of  an  appropriate  Order  by  the  Council  in  April,  1966. 
One  of  the  two  objections  subsequently  received  was  later  withdrawn  but  the 
other  was  strenuously  maintained  and  was  ultimately  upheld  by  the  Ministry 
after  a public  enquiry. 

Two  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  individual  unfit  houses  ; 
one  property  earmarked  for  action  as  unfit,  and  on  part  of  which  a Closing 
Order  was  already  operative,  was  demolished  ; and  a Closing  Order  was 
placed  on  another  basement  flat. 

One  formal  undertaking  to  recondition  a cottage,  in  lieu  of  a demolition 
order  being  made,  was  discharged  satisfactorily,  and  the  undertaking  was 
accordingly  cancelled. 


Since  slum  clearance  was  resumed  after  the  war,  353  dwellings  have  now 
been  dealt  with  as  unfit.  The  position  at  31st  December,  1966  with  regard  to 
condemned  premises  which  have  not  been  demolished,  excluding  those  where 
action  was  not  completely  finalised  (e.g.  areas  not  formally  confirmed,  etc.)  is 
summarised  below  : 


Classification  Vacant 

Clearance  and  Compulsory  Purchase 

Orders  25 

Closing  Orders 65* 

Formal  undertaking  not  to  re-let  for 

human  habitation  7 


Used  as  stores, 
offices,  etc. 
Still  (officially 

occupied  approved) 

42  — 

1 28 

— 3 
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Voluntary  Closure 
Demolition  Orders 


Total  100  43  31 

* These  include  52  basement  flats  or  basement  rooms 

(b)  Housing  Repairs 

There  sometimes  seems  to  be  an  impression  that  the  housing  problem  is 
restricted  to  difficulties  related  to  overall  shortage  of  accommodation,  or  to 
slum  clearance.  In  actual  fact  slum  clearance  is  only  part  of  the  problem 
since  this  only  deals  with  the  dwellings  which  must  be  entirely  written  off. 

The  proper  maintenance  of  houses  is  equally  important  to  preserve  the 
national  stock  of  fit  dwellings,  yet  this  remains  one  of  the  most  intractable  of 
problems  ; the  present  concept  of  “ reasonable  expense  ” as  a measure  of 
whether  a house  is  worth  repairing  is  one  of  the  biggest  stumbling  blocks  and 
one  to  which  I have  referred  on  previous  occasions. 

Houses  may  fall  into  disrepair  from  a variety  of  reasons  or  circumstances, 
amongst  which  the  most  common — either  alone  or  in  combination — are  in- 
excusable neglect  by  an  apathetic  or  complacent  landlord  ; neglect  due  to 
genuine  lack  of  money  to  finance  repairs,  this  being  aggravated  in  such  circum- 
stances by  restricted  rents  ; or  neglect  and  culpable  misuse  by  a bad  tenant. 
Present  legislation  does  little  to  resolve  these  problems. 

As  pointed  out  in  the  report  published  in  1966  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  under  the  title  “Our  Older  Homes — A Call  for 
Action  ”,  neither  the  Public  Health  Acts  nor  Housing  Acts  at  present  contain 
any  adequate  powers  to  tackle  the  deterioration  of  properties  before  they 
sink  into  irrevocable  unfitness  or  statutory  nuisances  obtain ; the  report 
stressed  the  need  to  strengthen  local  authorities’  powers  to  secure  the  repair 
of  houses  at  an  early  stage  of  deterioration,  and  this  echoes  and  endorses  what 
has  already  been  said  on  the  subject  by  the  Association  of  Municipal  Cor- 
porations and  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Association  on  many  occasions. 

With  all  the  discussion,  however,  housing  standards  relating  to  main- 
tenance, in  common  with  those  pertaining  to  unfitness,  remain  in  a state  of 
complete  flux,  and  in  spite  of  a wide  measure  of  agreement  on  the  primary 
objectives,  i.e.  the  provision  of  a fit  house  in  good  repair  for  every  family,  and 
indeed  equivalent  accommodation  for  every  citizen,  tangible  results  are  more 
difficult  to  discern. 

Nevertheless  the  department  can  point  to  a reasonable  record  for  a town 
of  this  size  in  its  approach  to  comprehensive  reconditioning  within  the 
limitations  referred  to,  and  the  repairs  sections  of  the  Housing  Act  have  been 
consistently  utilised.  The  number  of  schedules  issued  each  year  could  readily 
be  increased,  but  local  knowledge  keeps  one  conscious  of  the  capacity  of  the 
building  trade  in  the  area  for  the  type  of  work  involved.  Again,  therefore, 
phasing  the  number  of  notices  served  is  borne  in  mind  so  that  builders  who 
specialise  in  this  field  of  repair  should  be  able  to  accommodate  owners  within 
a reasonable  time  ; also,  the  department  notice  journals  are  not  permanently 
burdened  with  a heavy  backlog  of  outstanding  schedules  awaiting  attention. 
37  detailed  schedules  were  issued  in  the  form  of  preliminary  notices  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  and  in  addition  31  schedules  of  a similar  nature  were  issued 
in  respect  of  properties  which  were  the  subject  of  applications  for  standard  or 
discretionary  improvement  grants.  Thus,  when  all  these  schedules  are  com- 
pleted, 68  more  houses  in  the  Borough  will  have  been  rendered  fit  to  Housing 
Act  standards.  It  also  represents  some  very  solid  work  when  measured  in  terms 
of  inspection,  drafting  of  schedules,  costing  and — most  important — close 
regular  supervision  of  works  in  progress. 
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(c)  Improvement  Grants 

Not  only  must  a house  be  in  good  repair,  it  must  also  be  adequate  ; and 
adequacy  should  include  the  provision  of  all  reasonable  amenities.  Those 
prescribed  in  the  standard  grant  scheme  are  fundamental  to  this  concept,  those 
in  the  discretionary  grant  conditions  are  desirable,  and  the  18  points  target 
standard  detailed  in  the  Denington  Committee  Report  ought  to  be  the 
ultimate  aim. 

Houses  are  not  just  buildings  but  are  homes  as  well,  and  standards  of 
amenity  are  not  only  matters  of  environmental  significance,  but  are  inseparable 
from  social  standards  of  the  community.  It  is  more  obvious  every  year  that 
obsolescence  is  rapidly  becoming  the  most  pressing  problem  in  considering  the 
existing  housing  stock. 

While  complete  replacement  by  clearance  and  rebuilding  is  in  many  ways 
more  satisfactory,  improvement  and  reconditioning  is  the  only  economically 
practical  approach  ; but  the  insuperable  problem  under  the  voluntary  scheme 
of  grants  has  always  been,  and  still  remains,  that  of  inspiring  owners  of  older 
houses  to  undertake  the  necessary  works.  This  is  undoubtedly  related  to  the 
modest  return  which  accrues  in  the  case  of  controlled  property  by  way  of 
ultimate  rental  level,  even  after  the  permitted  increase  has  been  added,  com- 
pared with  the  expenditure  involved. 

Without  a detailed  review  of  every  house  it  is  not  possible  to  give  precise 
figures,  but  it  remains  a melancholy  fact  that  the  number  of  dwellings  which 
lack  one  or  more  of  the  basic  amenities  of  internal  toilet,  hot  and  cold  water 
supply,  bath,  wash  hand  basin  and  food  store  is  proportionately  high  in  the 
Borough  and  the  position  cannot  be  regarded  with  any  complacency. 

Many  of  these  houses,  which  are  drifting  into  the  obsolescence  to  which 
reference  has  been  made,  could  if  modernised  provide  very  satisfactory  accom- 
modation for  many  years  and  they  should  be  rescued  while  there  is  still  time. 

The  number  of  applications  for  grants  received  during  1966  fell  to  a mere 
37  and  this  further  demonstrates  the  comparative  failure  of  the  voluntary 
schemes  to  match  the  magnitude  of  the  task. 

The  need  for  compulsory  improvement  areas  speaks  for  itself  as  the  only 
logical  answer  to  the  disappointing  and  consistently  declining  results  from 
erratic  applications  in  respect  of  scattered  individual  houses  ; it  does,  further- 
more, ensure  a systematic  approach  and  the  visible  conservation  of  compact 
areas  which  might  otherwise  sink  to  irretrievable  loss. 

The  idea  of  area  improvement  has  always  been  acceptable  to  the  Borough 
Council  and  in  June,  1966  a resolution  was  adopted  giving  notice  of  their 
intention  to  designate  Athelstan  Road,  Ethelbert  Road  and  Invicta  Road — an 
area  of  122  houses  of  which  57  are  tenanted  dwellings — for  compulsory  im- 
provement. The  purpose  of  such  prior  notice,  so  to  speak,  was  to  afford  a final 
opportunity  for  owners  to  respond  voluntarily  by  applying  for  grants,  but  in 
spite  of  much  effort  by  way  of  interview  and  correspondence  the  response  was 
almost  negligible  and  this  approach  was  finally  abandoned  in  December  in 
favour  of  a formal  declaration  of  a compulsory  improvement  area,  which  the 
Council  endorsed  in  January,  1967. 

(d)  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

As  in  other  towns,  there  are  a number  of  3 and  4 storey  properties  in  the 
Borough  which  have  changed  in  character  from  being  occupied  as  single 
family  dwellings  to  usage  by  2,  3,  4 or  more  families  ; some  of  these  are  good 
class  properties,  built  in  an  age  when  spaciousness  was  akin  to  gracious  living, 
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but  which  are  no  longer  economically  viable  except  by  multiple  usage.  Many 
of  the  houses  so  used  present  no  problem  and  are  providing  useful  accom- 
modation, but  others  afford  only  make-shift  facilities  for  several  households, 
with  rooms  let  off  haphazardly  and  without  much  regard  to  basic  convenience. 

Specific  statutory  requirements  for  this  type  of  property  relate,  inter  alia, 
to  the  provision  of  natural  and  artificial  lighting,  ventilation,  personal  washing 
facilities  (i.e.  bathrooms),  toilet  accommodation,  space  heating  appliances, 
sinks  and  water  supplies,  and  all  premises  in  the  Borough  which  are  found  to 
be  so  occupied  are  carefully  inspected  and  recorded. 

In  some  respects,  e.g.  the  provision  of  bathrooms  and  hot  and  cold  water^ 
the  standard  of  amenity  is  higher  than  could  normally  be  demanded  except 
where  improvement  grants  are  involved  and  it  may  appear  something  of  a 
paradox  to  talk  of  providing  basically  sub-standard  accommodation  with  such 
facilities  ; against  this  must  be  weighed  the  fact  that  life  is  certainly  less 
private  or  comfortable  in  multi-occupied  houses  and  the  superficially  higher 
standard  of  amenity  required  is  not  perhaps  unreasonable  to  offset  other  dis- 
advantages. In  addition  the  rent  yield  is  often  exorbitant  and  thus  adequate 
to  bear  the  cost. 

Details  of  45  houses  in  multiple  occupation  are  recorded,  the  number  of 
separate  lettings  in  these  premises  ranging  from  2 to  12  and  showing  a gross 
total  of  206  lettings  in  all.  33  of  the  premises  are  classified  as  providing  satis- 
factory accommodation  and  action  was  in  progress  in  other  cases  to  secure 
reasonable  compliance  with  relevant  statutory  requirements. 

(e)  Applications  for  Re-housing 

25  cases  were  referred  to  me  for  investigation  of  claims  for  priority  re- 
housing on  environmental  grounds,  as  distinct  from  strictly  medical  factors, 
and  recommendations  were  made  in  7 cases  that  such  action  could  properly 
be  supported. 

I have  referred  on  a number  of  occasions  to  the  need  for  reviewing  the 
criteria  for  assessing  the  fitness  of  a house  for  habitation ; it  is  equally 
necessary  to  review  the  standard  of  statutory  overcrowding  to  provide  a realistic 
yardstick  for  assessing  the  adequacy  of  accommodation  in  terms  of  the  number 
of  occupants  for  which  it  is  suitable,  based  on  bedroom  accommodation.  At 
present  a distinction  has  to  be  drawn  between  what  constitutes  statutory  over- 
crowding and  what  may  be  termed  over- occupation — which  is  at  times  a 
euphemistic  way  of  evading  obvious  facts. 


STATISTICAL  DETAILS  RELATING  TO  HOUSING 
Inspection  of  dweiling-hoiises  during  the  year 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  the 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  388 

Number  of  houses  included  under  above  sub-heading  where 

defects  were  found 254 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1957-1964 

(1)  Number  of  houses  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  and  incapable  of  repair,  which  were  the 
subject  of  administrative  procedure  during  the  year  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  houses  declared  unfit  and  included  in 

clearance  areas,  etc.  6 
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(3)  Number  of  houses  where  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  houses  where  undertakings  cancelled  after 

execution  of  works  to  render  premises  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(5)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made — Section  18(1)  ...  1 

(6)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined  ...  ...  — 

(7)  Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(8)  Number  of  houses  reported  to  local  authority  with  a 

view  to  the  service  of  formal  notices  requiring  repair  3 

(9)  Number  of  notices  served  requiring  execution  of  works  : 

(a)  Formal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Informal  68 

Number  of  defects  found  under  (b)  above  ...  ...  1 ,038 

(10)  Number  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  : 

*(a)  by  owners  on  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  2 

*(b)  by  owners  on  service  of  informal  notices  ...  ...  58 

(c)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  defects  remedied  under  (a)  above  ...  ...  970 


* 


Notices  in  respect  of  some  of  these  houses 
previous  year. 


were  served  in  the 


HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1958 
' Cumulative  position  at  31st  December,  1966 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

(1)  Total  number  of  firm  preliminary  enquiries  received  ...  1053 

(2)  Formal  applications  made  as  result  of  (1)  above  ...  549 

(a)  Formal  applications  approved  ...  ...  ...  535 

(b)  Formal  applications  approved  but  (i)  subsequently 


not  pursued  (79)  (ii)  not  yet  co 

impleted  (36) 

115 

(c)  Formal  applications  refused 

• • • • . . 

14 

(4) 

Completed  schemes 

• • • • • • 

413 

(5) 

Improvements  to  single  dwellings  : 

(a)  owner  occupied  

...  292 

(b)  tenanted  properties 

83 

— 

375 

(6) 

Conversions  of  properties  into  : 

2 flats 

21 

3 flats 

3 

4 flats 

5 

5 or  more  flats 

9 

38 

413 

(7) 

Grants  paid  in  year  1966  

...  ... 

£11,319.  18s.  Od 

Total  amount  of  Grants  paid  to  December,  1966  £103,580.  18s.  Od. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Two  sites  for  caravans  are  licensed  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control 
of  Development  Act,  1960  and  two  sites,  restricted  to  tents  only,  are  licensed 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  viz. 

Valiant  Sailor  Caravan  Site — 15  caravans 
Little  Switzerland  Caravan  Site — 30  caravans 
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Little  Switzerland  Camping  Site — 15  tents 
Lower  Warren  Camping  Site — 100  tents 
All  the  sites  are  restricted  to  holiday  usage  only 

Both  the  caravan  sites  were  maintained  and  conducted  in  a satisfactory 
manner,  although  there  is  a tendency  at  times  for  one  or  more  extra  caravans 
to  creep  in  to  the  larger  site,  and  a careful  check  has  to  be  kept  on  this  point. 
Otherwise  supervision  of  the  sites  presented  no  difficulties  during  the  year 
and  generally  speaking  good  co-operation  exists  between  Inspectors  and  the 
licensees. 

An  application  to  increase  the  number  of  caravans  on  the  Little  Switzer- 
land Site  to  35  was  considered  in  January  ; a similar  request  had  been  pre- 
viously refused  in  1962  and  this  decision  was  adhered  to,  the  main  reason  being 
that  it  would  result  in  undesirable  congestion  and  thus  detract  from  the  general 
appearance  and  amenity  of  the  site.  The  proposal  would,  furthermore,  have 
proportionately  reduced  the  area  available  for  car  parking  and  in  this  respect 
was  also  unacceptable.  The  fact  that  the  Council  owns  the  site  and  lets  it  under 
licence  to  the  site  operators  does  of  course  enable  greater  control  to  be  exer- 
cised on  such  matters  and  is  a useful  factor  in  preserving  good  standards.  This, 
indeed,  is  used  to  advantage  in  incorporating  conditions  in  the  lease  relating 
to  the  keeping  of  dogs  and  other  pets,  musical  instruments,  notification  of 
illness  among  campers,  overcrowding  of  caravans,  etc.  which  might  well  be 
considered  ultra  vires  if  they  were  so  included  in  the  statutory  licence. 

The  Valiant  Sailor  Site,  which  is  privately  owned  and  operated,  was  con- 
ducted in  a very  satisfactory  manner.  This  is  a small  site,  well  laid  out  and 
having  concrete  standings,  and  the  standard  of  maintenance  of  the  grassed 
areas  and  clumps  of  bushes  gives  it  a pleasant  and  well  ordered  atmosphere. 

Both  sites  have  hard  roads  and  are  equipped  with  adequate  facilities 
including  water  supplies,  main  drainage,  toilets,  showers,  wash  hand  basins 
and  laundry  facilities  ; fire  fighting  equipment  is  also  provided,  the  Little 
Switzerland  Site  having  individual  extinguishers  in  each  of  the  caravans  owned 
by  the  licensees  in  addition  to  supplementary  appliances  at  selected  fire  points. 

The  Little  Switzerland  Site  for  tents,  though  separately  licensed  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  to  properly  comply  with  the  statutory  provisions  relating  to 
this  type  of  encampment,  is  really  an  island  site  in  the  caravan  area  ; it  is 
delightfully  situated  in  what  is  known  as  the  Dell  and  the  fact  that  it  only  has 
a capacity  of  15  tents  probably  adds  to  its  attractive  appearance.  The  facilities 
provided  at  the  caravan  site  are  available  for  use  of  the  campers  and  in  this 
respect  are  in  advance  of  standards  enforceable  at  most  sites  used  for  tents  only. 

The  Lower  Warren  Camping  Site  for  tents  was  well  established  by  the 
time  the  1966  season  opened  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  project  has  been 
an  unqualified  success  as  far  as  the  public  health  aspect  is  concerned. 

It  is  exceptional  in  the  attractive  setting  between  the  beach  and  the  foot 
of  the  chalk  cliffs,  and  is  also  exceptional  in  this  country  so  far  as  tented  sites 
are  concerned  in  the  high  standard  of  the  facilities  provided.  These  are  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  those  at  the  caravan  sites  mentioned  above,  and  are  housed 
in  two  prefabricated  concrete  buildings  at  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  camp 
so  that  all  services  are  readily  available  to  patrons. 

The  Camp,  which  is  open  from  1st  April  to  3()th  October,  is  licensed  to 
accommodate  a maximum  of  100  tents  and  its  popularity  is  reflected  in  the  fact 
that  some  4,500  visitors  made  it  their  holiday  venue  in  1966.  Almost  without 
exception  they  comment  on  the  site  and  amenities  in  congratulatory  terms 
and  it  can  be  said  quite  unequivocally  to  compare  favourably  with  the  great 
majority  of  the  much  vaunted  continental  sites,  especially  those  of  similar  size. 
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The  Corporation  are  the  principal  licensees  of  the  site  but  have  entered 
into  a formal  agreement  with  the  Camping  Club  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
Ltd.  whereby  the  latter  organisation  manages  the  site  on  specifically  agreed 
terms  which  are  basically  related  to  the  revenue  accounts.  Under  this  agree- 
ment the  Camping  Club  provides  a resident  warden  who  is  responsible  to  them 
and  is  in  complete  control  of  the  site,  including  the  operation  of  the  camp  shop  ; 
the  Club  also  deals  with  all  advance  and  site  bookings. 

This  arrangement  has  worked  excellently  so  far  as  my  department  is 
concerned  and  in  my  opinion  provides  a very  sound  system  of  management. 

SWIIVIMING  BATHS 

1 . Open  Air  Pool,  Lower  Sandgate  Road 

This  pool,  open  during  the  summer  months,  is  situated  on  the  sea  front 
near  the  pleasure  beach  between  the  Lower  Sandgate  Road  and  the  Marine 
Promenade.  It  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Borough  Council  and  is  the  only 
public  swimming  pool  generally  available  to  holiday  makers.  It  is  also  ex- 
tensively used  by  schools  and  other  organisations  for  swimming  instruction 
and  sporting  activities. 

The  pool  is  165ft.  long  and  75ft.  wide,  with  a depth  varying  from  2ft.  bins, 
to  5ft.  bins.  A diving  basin  9ft.  deep,  with  appropriate  diving  boards  is  pro- 
vided at  the  east  end. 

Sea  water  is  pumped  in  for  filling  at  the  beginning  of  each  season  and  the 
same  source  is  used  for  replenishment  and  topping  up  as  occasion  demands 
until  the  pool  closes  down  in  the  autumn.  The  pump  and  sterilisation  plant 
maintains  a hour  turnover  of  the  364,000  gallons  of  water  in  the  pool  through 
2 high  pressure  sand  filters,  chlorination  and  aeration  equipment. 

A thorough  overhaul  of  the  structure  and  mechanical  plant  is  carried  out 
during  the  winter  to  ensure  that  first  class  conditions  are  maintained  and  the 
installation  provides  an  attractive  holiday  amenity  for  visitors  to  the  Town. 

14  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  testing  and  generally 
speaking  the  overall  results  were  satisfactory. 

2.  Westbrook  House  School 

An  open  air  pool  whose  usage  is  restricted  to  pupils  and  staff  is  situated 
in  the  private  grounds  of  the  above-mentioned  School.  The  pool  is  of  37,500 
gallons  capacity  and  measures  60ft.  by  25ft.  with  a depth  varying  from  2ft.  bins, 
to  5ft.  bins.  ; a paved  area  provides  a suitable  impervious  surround  and  this 
helps  to  keep  the  water  in  clean  condition. 

Mains  water  is  used  for  filling,  and  filtration  is  effected  by  a double 
pressure  filter,  using  a combination  of  filtering  cloths  and  kieselguhr.  Sterilisa- 
tion follows  from  an  automatic  dosing  unit  which  can  be  adjusted  to  fine 
limits  and  which  injects  a regulated  supply  of  sodium  hypochlorite  into  the 
water  as  it  leaves  the  filter. 

Routine  visual  and  chemical  checks  were  carried  out  throughout  the 
summer  season  when  the  pool  was  in  use  and  3 samples  of  the  water  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  the  samples  showed  the  water  to 
be  maintained  in  a high  state  of  purity. 

3.  New  Metropole  Court 

This  small  and  well  appointed  pool  is  situated  indoors  in  part  of  the  New 
Metropole  Court  premises.  The  pool  is  open  throughout  the  year  but  usage 
is  confined  to  members  of  a private  club. 
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The  installation  is  of  orthodox  design  and  is  equipped  with  a scum 
channel,  filtration  and  sterilisation  plant.  Initially  the  pool  is  filled  with  mains 
water  which  is  thereafter  circulated  automatically  during  usage  through  a 
pressure  filter  and  chlorination  plant.  The  pool  has  a capacity  of  approxi- 
mately 8,700  gallons  with  a maximum  depth  of  5ft.  6ins.  and  a minimum  of 
2ft.  6ins.  The  water  was  tested  regularly  for  residual  chlorine  content  and 
bacteriological  examination,  12  samples  being  taken  during  the  year  ; the 
total  bacterial  count  recorded  in  2 of  the  samples  exceeded  the  acceptable  limit 
prescribed  but  the  absence  of  coliform  organisms  reduced  the  pathogenic 
significance  of  these  results  and  they  were  not  typical  of  the  standard  usually 
reported.  Here  again,  in  fact,  9 of  the  other  10  samples  were  completely  sterile. 

4.  Hillside  County  Secondary  School  for  Boys 

The  open  air  pool  at  these  premises  was  the  first  installation  of  its  kind  to 
be  constructed  in  the  Borough  and  since  it  was  opened  in  1960  has  been 
regularly  used  by  the  pupils  during  the  summer  months.  It  has  a capacity  of 
approximately  21,000  gallons  and  measures  50ft.  x 20ft.  with  a water  depth 
varying  from  3ft.  to  3ft.  9ins. 

The  water  in  the  pool  has  a complete  turnover  every  day,  this  being  main- 
tained by  an  electrically-propelled  centrifugal  pump  capable  of  circulating 
1 ,000  gallons  of  water  per  hour.  With  a pool  of  such  limited  capacity  and  re- 
stricted use  this  probably  affords  a reasonable  margin  of  safety  and  the  results 
obtained  from  samples  provides  confirmation. 

The  chlorination  and  filtration  plant  worked  successfully  while  the  pool 
was  in  operation,  the  water  being  sterilised  by  the  addition  of  sodium  hypo- 
chlorite which  is  drip  fed  into  the  circulating  system  in  conjunction  with  the 
filtration  plant. 

3 samples  of  water  taken  during  the  course  of  the  swimming  season  were 
all  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

5.  Folkestone  Hostel  and  Training  Centre 

This  small  pool  has  a capacity  of  6,000  gallons  and  measures  24ft.  x 16ft. 
with  a water  depth  of  2ft.  6ins.  It  is  sited  above  ground  and  constructed  of 
wood  with  plastic  lining  and  p.v.c.  cover. 

The  pool  was  presented  by  the  Folkestone  branch  of  the  Round  Table 
in  1965  for  the  use  of  mentally  handicapped  children  and  adults  and  is  sited 
within  the  grounds  of  the  Training  Centre  in  Parkfield  Road. 

During  the  year  under  review  a filter  was  installed  together  with  an 
electric  heating  unit.  The  pool  is  therefore  no  longer  operated  on  the  fill  and 
empty  principle  but  water  is  circulated  by  a centrifugal  pump  which  is  capable 
of  turning  over  and  treating  the  contents  of  the  pool  approximately  5 times  a 
day.  Chlorination  is  still  effected  by  manual  addition  of  sodium  hypochlorite, 
and  frequent  chlorine  and  pH  readings  are  taken  by  the  District  Inspectors  in 
order  to  determine  that  the  correct  dosage  is  being  maintained  to  ensure 
adequate  residual  chlorine  is  available  for  continuous  sterilisation. 

So  far  as  can  be  checked,  due  care  is  taken  to  maintain  the  method  of 
chlorination  adopted,  and  although  samples  of  water  taken  proved  to  be 
satisfactory,  nevertheless  reliance  on  manual  dosage  is  a haphazard  and 
decidedly  crude  expedient  and  cannot  be  commended.  Even  with  small  in- 
stallations simple  automatic  dosage  apparatus  can  be  fitted  to  give  a regulated 
charge  of  sterilant  at  predetermined  intervals  and  this  should  be  the  objective 
in  all  cases. 
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6.  George  Spurgen  County  Primary  School 

This  is  another  very  small  pool,  situated  in  the  school  playing  field,  and 
constructed  of  plastic  lining  fix^  within  a wooden  framework  ; it  measures 
24ft.  X 16ft.  with  a depth  of  2ft.  6ins.  Total  capacity  of  the  pool  is  thus  6,000 
gallons  and  it  is  operated  on  the  fill  and  empty  principle,  using  mains  water 
drawn  from  the  local  supplies. 

No  filtration  is  provided  and  the  unsatisfactory  method  of  manual  addition 
of  sodium  hypochlorite  is  resorted  to  as  the  only  means  of  current  sterilisation. 
The  master  in  charge  of  the  pool  is  provided  with  a tintometer  to  assist  in 
determining  the  dosage  rate  and  this  is  supposed  to  be  checked  at  frequent 
intervals  when  the  pool  is  in  use,  but  however  conscientious  the  control  which 
is  exercised,  reservations  inevitably  persist  when  maintenance  is  dependent  so 
completely  on  the  human  element. 

7.  Paddling  Pool  for  Children 

A small  paddling  pool  for  children  was  constructed  in  1963  near  the 
Marine  Promenade,  but  it  is  of  course  also  inevitably  used  as  a splashing  pool 
by  toddlers  and  is  thus  included  in  the  programme  of  supervisory  inspection 
and  sampling. 

The  pool  is  quite  popular  and  it  is  important  that  the  water  content 
should  be  maintained  to  acceptable  standards  of  cleanliness  comparable  with 
those  applicable  to  swimming  pools.  To  this  end  the  pool  is  emptied  and  re- 
filled with  mains  water  3 times  per  week  during  the  season  ; in  the  interim 
period  hypochlorite  solution  is  added  at  prescribed  intervals  and/or  having 
regard  to  the  “ load  ” obtaining  on  any  particular  day. 

Three  samples  were  taken  for  full  bacterological  examination  and  all 
proved  to  be  very  satisfactory  indeed. 


UNSATISFACTORY  RESULTS 

Satisfactory 

Location  of  Pool 

Total 

B.  Coli 

Faecal  Coli 

Bacterial 

Results 

Samples 

present  in 

present  in 

count  too 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 

high 

Open  Air  Pool  ; 

Deep  end 

7 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Shallow  end  ... 

7 

— 

— 

2 

5 

Hillside  School  : 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

George  Spurgen 
School  : 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Westbrook  House 
School  : 

3 

1 

— 

- - 

o 

New  Metro  pole  : 

12 

1 

— 

10 

Folkestone  Hostel 

and  Training 

Centre : 

2 

— 

— 

— 

o 

Paddling  Pool  : 

3 

— 

— 

3 

NOTE  : Where  pools  have  varying  depths,  samples  are  invariably  taken 
simultaneously  at  “ deep  ” and  “ shallow  ” ends. 
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IVIERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926 

Orders  made  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  which  relate  to  the  correct 
marking  of  imported  foodstuffs  apply  to  nearly  30  different  varieties  of  product 
ranging  through  meat  and  meat  offals,  bacon,  salmon  and  trout,  dairy  and 
poultry  products,  honey,  gelatine,  cucumbers,  certain  cereals,  currants  and 
similar  dried  fruit,  butter,  apples  and  tomatoes.  The  duty  of  enforcing  com- 
pliance with  the  relevant  regulations  is  incorporated  as  an  ancillary  duty  in 
conjunction  with  other  responsibilities  concerning  food  inspection  and  food 
premises,  all  for  the  benefit  and  protection  of  the  public. 

The  requirements  are  fairly  straightforward  and  consist  basically  of  en- 
suring that  imported  articles  to  which  they  apply  bear  an  indication  of  the 
country  of  origin.  The  actual  method  of  disclosing  the  information  varies  in 
some  cases  and  failure  to  apply  the  marking  in  the  prescribed  manner,  either 
by  design  or  negligence,  is  an  offence. 

Generally  speaking,  overall  compliance  is  reasonably  satisfactory,  and 
this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  over  the  years  supervision  has  not  been  allowed  to 
lapse,  positive  action  being  taken  whenever  contraventions  are  detected. 

Pre-packed  goods  are,  almost  without  exception,  found  to  be  correctly 
marked,  and  it  is  the  articles  which  are  sold  loosely  from  display  counters 
which  require  checking.  Hence  apples  and  tomatoes  are  still  most  frequently 
faulted,  although  cucumbers,  dried  fruits  and  meat  cuts  or  offals  can  occasion- 
ally be  found  without  show  tickets. 

167  check  observations  were  recorded  during  the  year  and  13  formal 
warnings  were  issued  in  cases  of  particular  offences,  the  latter  being  subse- 
quently followed  up  by  check  observations  as  necessary. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

The  mitigation  of  noise  has  become  a subject  of  increasing  importance 
during  the  last  ten  years,  although  the  environmental  health  implications  were 
apparent  for  several  years  before. 

The  unrest  and  anxiety  which  had  been  growing  culminated  in  the  setting 
up  of  the  Wilson  Committee  in  1960,  charged  to  examine  the  nature,  sources 
and  effects  of  the  problem  of  noise  and  to  advise  what  further  measures  could 
be  taken  to  deal  with  it. 

Almost  at  the  same  time  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  was  placed  on 
the  statute  book  and  this  made  noise  or  vibration  which  would  amount  to  a 
nuisance  at  common  law,  a statutory  nuisance  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
No  objective  standards  were  prescribed  however  and  this  has  always  presented 
difficulties,  since  objective  reaction  varies  to  the  point  pf  direct  and  uncom- 
prising conflict  of  opinion  according  to  personal  judgment,  and  the  effects 
suffered  by  particular  individuals. 

The  dawn  chorus,  for  example,  can  arouse  genuine  pleasure  in  some  but 
in  others  it  is  sheer  anathema  ; a more  mundane  example  of  local  significance 
is  the  noise  made  by  seagulls,  which  drives  some  complainants  almost  to  dis- 
traction yet  has  no  apparent  effect  on  other  residents  in  the  same  street. 

Noise,  therefore,  is  sound  which  is  undesired  by  the  recipient  and  people’s 
emotions  are  immediately  deeply  involved. 

From  the  deliberations  of  the  Committee  referred  to  above  a 235  page 
report  emerged  in  1963  and  while  this  included  various  suggested  tolerance 
levels  in  terms  of  decibel  readings  as  recorded  arithmetically  on  sound  level 
meters,  the  subjective  aspect  is  still  the  one  which  engenders  controversy  when 
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complaints  are  investigated.  Successful  action  can  only  be  enforced  in  the 
light  of  the  generally  accepted  legal  maxim  that  to  be  a nuisance  the  noise 
must  be  so  unreasonable  as  to  materially  interfere  with  someone’s  property 
or  personal  comforts  ; in  a borderline  case  where,  for  example,  a tolerance 
level  of  60  decibels  is  suggested  and  a meter  reading  of  60  decibels  is  recorded, 
the  subjective  reaction  assumes  marked  significance. 

These  factors  illustrate  the  difficulty  experienced  when  investigating  com- 
plaints and  underline  the  need  for  patient  and  often  long  observations  late  at 
night  when  ambient  noise  is  at  a minimum,  and  obtrusive  noise  is  most  ap- 
parent ; Inspectors  have  on  occasions  been  out  until  1 a.m.  in  an  effort  to 
make  a fair  and  considered  assessment  of  particular  complaints,  and  visits 
lasting  up  to  10  and  1 1 p.m.  are  frequently  called  for. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  report  required  of  the  department  during 
1966  was  that  relating  to  the  hovercraft  pleasure  trips  from  the  foreshore  near 
the  Marina  which  were  introduced  on  an  experimental  basis  in  June. 

Complaints  were  so  widespread  and  vehement  that  an  investigation  was 
immediately  mounted  and  a series  of  readings  was  taken  with,  it  should  be 
said,  the  full  co-operation  of  the  operators  and  the  Commander  of  the  craft 
who  followed  several  special  courses  at  my  request  so  that  reasonable  com- 
parisons could  be  made.  In  the  event  the  trips  were  abandoned  before  the 
investigation  was  finally  completed,  due  it  was  conceded  to  the  weight  of 
adverse  public  opinion  regarding  the  noise  of  the  craft. 

Complaints  of  a more  unusual  nature  included  an  allegation  of  a dual 
nuisance  of  noise  from  table  tennis  at  club  premises  adjacent  to  the  com- 
plainants, accompanied  by  vibration  from  the  physical  exertions  of  the  players 
as  they  leaped  around.  The  complaint  was  in  fact  well  justified  and  as  a result 
of  notice  being  served  for  abatement  of  the  nuisance,  the  club  moved  to  other 
premises. 

Another  complaint  concerned  burglar  alarm  bells  frequently  going  off  at 
a factory  without  apparent  cause  and  thereafter  continuing  to  ring  for  long 
periods  at  night.  This  matter  was  also  resolved  by  informal  action. 

Other  investigations  referred  to  local  complaints  of  noise  from  late  night 
cafes,  industrial  processes,  the  noise  of  traffic,  the  hum  of  compressors  from 
stationary  ice-cream  vans,  and  noise  from  pneumatic  drills. 

ANIMALS,  ETC. 


1.  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

2.  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

3.  Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964 

The  Pet  Animals  Act  requires  that  anyone  who  carries  on  a business  of 
selling  pets  must  be  licensed  for  such  purpose. 

3 premises  were  officially  licensed  in  the  Borough  for  operating  during  the 
year  under  review  and  all  were  visited  periodically  for  routine  checks. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  animals  include  birds,  fishes,  tortoises, 
hamsters  and  similar  small  mammals  as  well  as  cats,  dogs  and  larger  animals, 
and  comprehensive  conditions  attached  to  the  licences  issued  related  to  the 
adequacy  and  suitability  of  the  accommodation  used,  the  facilities  to  be  pro- 
vided and  the  general  arrangements  for  effective  maintenance  and  supervision 
etc. 

Licensees  were  also  requested  in  writing  to  ensure  that  purchasers  were 
given  proper  advice  on  the  feeding,  care  and  management  of  animals  and  other 


78 


pets  sold,  and/or  to  urge  customers  to  obtain  advisory  leaflets  from  one  of  the 
national  societies  if  further  guidance  was  required. 

The  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  came  into  operation  on  1st 
January,  1964,  since  when  all  persons  who  keep  an  establishment  on  which 
dogs  or  cats  are  boarded  must  similarly  be  licensed  and  comply  with  equally 
appropriate  and  comparable  conditions. 

2 premises  are  licensed,  one  being  authorised  to  accommodate  20  dogs 
and  20  cats,  and  the  other  75  dogs  and  36  cats. 

These  premises  were  also  kept  under  routine  check  supervision. 

The  conditions  attached  to  the  licences  were  generally  observed,  but  some 
difficulty  was  experienced  at  one  of  the  premises  to  secure  full  implementation 
of  the  requirements  relating  to  fire  prevention.  These  requirements,  which 
constitute  specific  licence  conditions,  were  based  on  the  recommendations  of 
the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  and  are  quite  important,  and  the  matter  was  still 
being  pursued  at  the  end  of  the  year  when  it  was  made  clear  that,  continued 
non-compliance  would  be  a factor  for  consideration  before  a further  licence 
was  issued. 

I would  take  the  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  helpful  and  ready 
co-operation  of  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  in  preparing  reports  and  recom- 
mendations on  the  precautions  necessary  at  premises  licensed  under  both  the 
Acts  referred  to  above. 

No  premises  v/ere  licensed  under  the  Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964, 
during  the  year  under  review. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  maintenance  of  effective  rodent  control  is  an  essential  environmental 
health  measure,  since  rodents  not  only  cause  widespread  damage  as  a result 
of  their  natural  propensity  for  depredation  but  they  can  also  act  as  carriers 
for  the  spread  of  contamination  and  disease. 

This  applies  particularly  with  respect  to  food,  and  the  full  extent  of  the 
problem  on  a worldwide  scale  is  shown  by  the  report  of  an  international  com- 
mittee issued  during  1966  which  referred  to  a population  explosion  of  rats 
having  been  noted  in  a number  of  countries.  These  pests  are  currently  blamed 
for  destroying  or  polluting  some  33  millions  tons  of  food  annually  and  the 
despoliation  of  approximately  20%  of  the  entire  world  supply  of  foodstuffs. 

Compared  with  this  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  Folkestone  is  free  from  any 
serious  infestation,  and  that  such  sporadic  minor  infestations  as  exist  are 
confined  to  a small  percentage  of  properties  in  the  Borough. 

A point  of  particular  satisfaction  must  be  that  since  March  1964  the 
entire  sewerage  system  has  been  completely  free  frorp  any  rats,  this  being 
checked  by  routine  test  baiting  at  regular  intervals.  Clearing  the  sewers  of 
rats  eliminated  a potent  reservoir  for  surface  infestations  and  it  is  hoped  that 
no  more  trouble  will  be  experienced  in  future  from  this  source  ; as  7 successive 
check  treatments  spaced  over  the  past  3 years  have  now  proved  negative,  this 
is  not  a forlorn  hope. 

Treatment  of  surface  infestations  was  carried  out  in  coniunction 
with  the  long-term  research  programme  of  the  Infestation  Control  Division 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  which  has  been  in  progress 
in  the  Borough  since  1961  and  continued  apace  throughout  the  year.  The 
main  objective  is  to  try  and  establish  the  factors  or  combination  of  factors 
necessary  to  further  reduce  the  already  low  level  of  incidence  of  rats,  and  from 
this  to  determine  whether  a rat-free  environment  is  an  economic  possibility. 

79 


The  investigation  has  called  for  the  temporary  employment  of  additional 
labour  and  the  cost  of  this  is  fully  reimbursed  by  the  Ministry. 

By  co-operating  in  the  scheme  the  Borough  Council  are  not  only  making 
a useful  contribution  to  a valuable  national  research  project  but  are,  of  course, 
also  deriving  very  material  benefit  from  the  meticulous  survey  of  the  Borough 
which  is  being  carried  out  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Officers  who  are 
expert  in  this  field. 

Details  of  the  control  measures  carried  out  during  1966  are  set  out  in  the 
following  tables. 


TABULATED  SUMMARY  OF  CONTROL  MEASURES 
(i)  Surface  Control : Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act. 


Number  of 

Properties  where 

properties  surveyed 

infestations  found  and 

treatments  carried  out 

Type  of 

Inspected  in 

Property 

Inspected  as 

the  course 

TOTALS 

RATS 

MICE 

a result  of 

of  survey 

notification 

under  the 

Total 

Total 

Act 

Agricultural 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Agri  cultural 

904 

1355 

2259 

299 

71 

Totals  1966 

904 

1 355 

2259 

299 

71 

(ii)  Sewer  Treatments 


Total 

Manholes 

in 

Borough 

Treatment 

carried 

out 

Manholes 

baited 

Manholes  where  bait  h’Us  taken 
during  treatment 

Nil 

T akes 

Complete 

Takes 

Partial 

T akes 

Total 

Takes 

1,390 

March 

143 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

143 

September 

159 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

159 
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ANNEXE 

Prescribed  Particuiars  on  the  Adininistration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health,  made  by 
Public  Health  Inspectors. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

F remises 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

35 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

175 

101 

8 

_ 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the  local  Auth- 
ority (excluding  outworkers' 
premises)  

19 

9 

— 

— 

Totals 

239 

117 

8 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  c 

}f  cases  in  which  defects  we 

re  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 
were  insti- 
tuted 
(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

Referred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 







- 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 



ture  (S.3)  

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4)  

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

“ 

floors  (S.6)  

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7)  : 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

1 

— 

— 

~ ■ ■■ 

defective 

(c)  not  separate  for 

7 

9 

— 

— 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act,  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  out- 

work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

NOTE:  In  a number  of  cases  more  than  one  defect  was  found  ; in  actual  fact  a total 

of  14  itemised  defects  were  found  and  25  remedied. 
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PART  YIIl  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Nature 

of 

work 

(1) 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sec.  133(1) 
(c) 

(2) 

Section  133 
No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

Making,  altering, 
etc. 

Wearing 

apparel 

48 

Household 

linen 

2 

Curtains  and 

furniture 

hangings 

4 

Manufacture  of 
parts  of  articles 
of  brass 

97 

— 

Totals 

151 

— 

Section  1 34 

No.  of 

No.  of  in- 

prosecutions 

stances  of 

for  failure 

work  in  un- 

Notices 

Prose- 

to  supply 

wholesome 

served 

cutions 

lists 

premises 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Number  of  returns  received  from  employers  . . . 24* 

(b)  Number  of  employers  by  whom  outworkers  employed  12 

(c)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  ...  ...  ...  151 

(d)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  in  (c)  living  outside 

the  Borough  33 

(e)  Number  of  lists  received  from  outside  authorities  . . . Nil 

(f)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  in  (e)  ...  ...  Nil 

* Returns  are  required  twice  per  year. 
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PORT  OF  FOLKESTONE 


Public  Health  Department, 

The  Civic  Centre, 

Castle  Hill  Avenue, 

Folkestone. 

March,  1967. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  oe  the  Borough 

AND  Port  of  Folkestone. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  medical  aspect  of  the  working 
of  the  Port  of  Folkestone  for  1966. 

During  the  year  the  regular  boat  services  have  been  as  follows  : 

( 1 ) Folkestone-Calais 

(a)  Daily  passenger  service  from  1st  January  to  31st  December, 
1966. 

(2)  Folkestone-Boulogrie 

{a)  Daily  morning  passenger  service  from  5th  July  to  4th  Sep- 
tember, 1966  inclusive.  An  irregular  service  was  in  force 
from  10th  to  25th  September,  1966. 

{h)  Daily  afternoon  passenger  service  from  5th  July  to  24th 
September,  1966  inclusive. 

(c)  Daily  evening  passenger  service  from  5th  July  to  24th  Sep- 
tember, 1966  inclusive. 

The  extra  summer  services  which  were  planned  to  commence  on  the  22nd 
May  were  delayed  until  the  5th  July  because  of  the  seamen’s  strike  ; this  re- 
sulted in  the  cancellation  of  100  passenger  boats  (20  in  May,  68  in  June  and 
12  in  July). 

On  the  14th  April,  when  there  was  a snow  storm  in  the  channel,  four  boats 
were  diverted  to  Folkestone  from  Dover  and  from  the  30th  October  to  the  16th 
November  inclusive,  whilst  dredging  operations  were  being  carried  out  at  the 
Dover  Harbour,  a total  of  53  boats  (18  from  from  Calais  and  35  from  Ostend) 
were  also  diverted  to  Folkestone.  On  four  days  during  the  winter  months  the 
passenger  boats  scheduled  to  arrive  from  Calais  were  diverted  to  Dover 
because  of  gales  and  rough  seas  ; the  harbour  was  also  closed  on  Christmas 
and  Boxing  Days  and  all  passenger  traffic  dealt  with  at  Dover. 

Special  day  excursion  trips  to  France  and  from  Ostend  were  run  during 
the  summer  season. 

The  separate  cargo  service  from  Boulogne  to  Folkestone,  which  British 
Rail  had  stated  was  uneconomic  to  run,  was  discontinued  as  from  the  29th 
November,  1966. 

The  number  of  arriving  vessels  carrying  aliens  was  689  (686  passenger  and 
3 cargo  boats)  and  showed  a decrease  of  63  compared  with  1965. 

All  passenger  boats  were  met  and  where  necessary  two  or  more  doctors 
were  in  attendance  to  cope  with  the  large  number  of  aliens  expected  to  arrive 
at  the  same  time,  and  during  the  year  a total  of  886  doctor/ attendances  were 
made. 

The  number  of  passengers  passing  through  the  Port  during  the  year  was 
818,064;  this  was  74,896  fewer  than  in  1965. 
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The  gross  figures  of  passengers  arriving  at  and  departing  from  Folkestone 
for  the  past  five  years  are  : 


Inwards 

Outwards 

1962 

449,542 

431,562 

1963 

472,676 

445,874 

1964 

446,085 

423,310 

1965 

450,149 

442,811 

1966 

408,573 

409,491 

Total 

881,104 

918,550 

869,395 

892,960 

818,064 

Compared  with  1965  there  was  a decrease  of  10,367  in  the  number  of 
aliens  arriving  and  354  fewer  were  medically  examined. 

A summary  of  the  the  aliens  arriving,  medically  examined,  certificates 
issued,  etc.,  during  the  past  five  years  is  given  below  : 


1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Aliens  arriving 

Aliens  medically 

1 1 5,454 

109,759 

1 32,444 

1 59,000 

148,633 

examined 

10,293 

7,104 

7,303 

8,851 

8,497 

Certificates  issued 
Percentage  of  aliens 

191 

124 

116 

175 

122 

examined  to  whom 
certificates  issued 

1.85 

1.74 

1.58 

1.97 

1.43 

The  aliens  continued  to  come  mainly  from  Italy,  Spain,  Switzerland, 
France,  Germany  and  Austria. 

The  men  were  mainly  for  employment  as  labourers  (especially  agricultural) 
and  to  work  in  hotels  and  the  catering  trade.  The  women  came  as  domestics, 
children’s  nurses  and  governesses,  assistant  hospital  nurses,  ward  orderlies, 
textile,  canning  and  factory  workers  ; also  included  were  the  families  coming 
to  join  aliens  already  working  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

During  last  year  the  number  of  certificates  issued  on  Form  Port  12  was 
122  compared  with  175  in  1965.  These  certificates  were  in  respect  of  : 


Pregnancy  40 

Deformity  of  limbs  and  amputations  ...  24 

Eye  conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Dermatitis  and  other  skin  conditions  ...  ...  9 

Heart  conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Unsound  mind  or  mentally  defective  ...  ...  5 

Inguinal  hernia  4 

Post  tuberculosis  3 

Deafness  2 

Epilepsy  2 

Other  medical  conditions  ...  ...  ...  14 


Six  aliens  were  refused  permission  to  land  by  the  Chief  Immigration 
Officer  on  purely  medical  grounds.  Two  Italians,  one  Swiss  and  one  French- 
man were  refused  entry  under  Article  4(2)(b)  of  the  Aliens  Order,  1953  which 
is  in  respect  of  persons  of  unsound  mind  or  mentally  defective,  and  one 
Spaniard  and  one  Syrian  under  Article  4(2)(c)  where  it  was  certified  by  the 
Medical  Inspector  that  for  medical  reasons  it  was  undesirable  that  these  two 
aliens  should  be  permitted  to  land. 

A summary  of  the  immigrants  who  were  subject  to  control  under  the 
Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act,  1962.  those  medically  examined  and  certifi- 
cates issued  is  as  follows  : 
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1 966 

1965 

(For  comparison) 

Commonwealth  immigrants — 

Subject  to  control  ...  

17,650 

17,221 

Medically  examined 

462 

510 

Certificates  issued  

9 

7 

Percentage  of  immigrants  examined  to 

whom  certificates  issued 

1.94 

1.37 

The  immigrants  came  mainly  from  India,  Mauritius,  Ceylon,  Cyprus  and 
Pakistan. 

Nine  forms  Port  23  were  issued  in  respect  of  Commonwealth  immigrants 
compared  with  seven  in  1965.  Five  of  the  immigrants  were  refused  permission 
to  land  ; of  this  number  two,  an  Australian  (originally  Yugoslavian)  and  a 
Canadian,  were  refused  entry  on  purely  medical  grounds  under  Section  2(4)(a) 
of  the  Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act.  1962. 

Following  receipt  of  information  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  the 
procedure  was  to  be  modified,  in  view  of  the  heavy  burden  which  had  been 
placed  on  the  staffs  of  local  health  authorities,  arrangements  were  made  from 
the  beginning  of  1966  that  only  those  immigrants  who  were  likely  to  settle  in 
this  country,  e.g.,  stay  over  a year,  or  where  the  Medical  Inspector  thought  a 
visit  in  any  case  would  be  advisable,  was  the  arrival  of  such  immigrants  noti- 
fied to  the  appropriate  authority. 

Twenty-five  passengers  were  referred  to  the  Port  Medical  Officer  for 
examination  and  treatment  as  necessary.  Eight  were  suffering  from  a medical 
condition,  one  from  severe  sea  sickness,  thirteen  from  various  injuries  and 
three  had  histories  of  mental  illness.  Four  of  the  patients  were  admitted  to 
local  hospitals,  seven  given  treatment  and  allowed  to  proceed  on  their  journey, 
special  facilities  for  travelling  arranged  on  the  train  for  five  and  seven  (in- 
cluding five  members  of  the  same  family  who  had  been  involved  in  a car 
accident  abroad)  continued  their  journey  by  ambulance.  Three  crew  members 
also  received  medical  attention  ; one  was  admitted  to  the  local  hospital  and 
two  referred  to  their  family  doctor. 

An  Italian  child  of  3 years  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  measles  on 
arrival  at  the  Folkestone  Harbour  and  allowed  to  continue  her  journey  to 
Letchworth,  Hertfordshire,  by  private  car. 

An  American  serviceman  aged  24  years,  suffering  from  gastro-enteritis, 
was  admitted  to  the  local  hospital  and  subsequently  transferred  to  the  Dover 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Seven  of  the  deck  crew  and  four  of  the  Chief  Steward’s  staff  on  one  of 
the  passenger  boats  were  reported  as  having  had  a history  of  vomiting  and 
diarrhoea  ; the  duration  of  the  symptoms  had  been  for  less  than  48  hours,  were 
not  severe  and  the  persons  affected  had  remained  on  duty.  Investigations 
were  carried  out  and  stool  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Maidstone  for  examination,  but  all  were  negative  to  pathogenic 
organisms. 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Brann  for  personal  reasons  resigned  from  her  appointment  as 
Nurse-Attendant  and  she  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  M.  Fitzgerald  on  the  1st 
December,  1966. 

I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Brann  for  her  willing  and 
ethcient  help  during  the  past  ten  years,  to  the  Medical  and  Nursing  staff  at  the 
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Harbour,  and  also  the  unfailing  and  effective  co-operation  with  us  of  the  Im- 
migration Officials,  Customs  Officials,  British  Railways  Officials  and  Ships’ 
staff. 

I am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  H.  McELLIGOTT, 

Port  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens. 


SECTION  U — Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during  the  year 

Table  B 


Skips  from 

Number 

of 

Arrivals 

Tonnage 

Number 
By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of  Health 

Inspected 

By  the 
Public 
Health 
Inspector 

Number  of  ships  repor- 
ted  as  having  or  having 
had  during  the  voyage 
infectious  disease  on 
hoard 

Foreign  Ports 

921 

1,123,380 

— 

18 

1 

Coastwise 

42 

33,667 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

963 

— 

18 

1 

A summary  of  the  number  of  arrivals  and  total  tonnage  during  the  past 
five  years  is  as  follows  : 


Year 

No. of  ships 

Tonnage 

1962 

947 

1,114,883 

1963 

958 

1,125,423 

1964 

965 

1,146,158 

1965 

801 

876,980 

1966 

963 

1,157,047 

SECTION  III- 

-Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during 

Table  C 


rNumber  of  Passengers  — INWARDS:"*  408,573 

Passenger  Traffic  ...  -I 

I Number  of  Passengers  — OUTWARDS : 409,491 


Cargo  Traffic 


Principal  IMPORTS  — Wines  and  spirits, 

woollen  goods, 
government  stores  and 
chemicals. 

Principal  EXPORTS  — Machinery,  government  stores,  fish,  iron 

and  steel. 


Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive — Calais  and  Boulogne. 
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SECTION  IV— Inland  barge  traffic 
Number  and  tonnage  using  the  district  and  places  served  by  the  traffic 

NIL 


SECTION  V— Water  Supply 

(1)  Source  of  Supply  for — 

(a)  The  District  : Water  for  drinking  and  other  purposes  is  obtained 
from  the  town  supply,  viz.,  Folkestone  and  District  Waterworks  Company  Ltd. 

(b)  Shipping  : Drinking  water  from  the  town  supply  is  supplied  to 
vessels  from  hydrants  on  the  quayside. 

(2)  Reports  of  Tests  for  Contamination 

Ten  samples  were  taken  from  passenger  vessels,  two  from  cargo  vessels 
and  one  from  a restaurant  car  on  a boat  train  operating  from  the  harbour 
station. 

With  one  exception  all  samples  were  satisfactory  ; the  unsatisfactory 
sample  was  associated  with  the  contaminated  condition  of  one  of  the  draw-off 
taps  on  board  a passenger  vessel  and  following  appropriate  sterilisation  check 
samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

(3)  Precautions  taken  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes. 

Hydrants  and  hosepipes  periodically  flushed  through. 

(4)  Number  and  sanitary  condition  of  water  boats,  and  powers  of  control  by 
the  Authority. 

NIL. 


SECTION  VI — Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations  1966 

These  regulations  consolidated  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations 
1952  to  1963,  which  provided  for  public  health  control  of  ships  arriving  at  or 
leaving  ports  in  England  and  Wales.  They  also  make  minor  amendments 
which  ensure  conformity  with  the  current  International  Sanitary  Regulations  of 
the  World  Health  Assembly. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 


SECTION  VII— Smallpox 

(1)  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cases  are  sent  from  the 
district. 

Long  Reach  Hospital,  Hartford  Kent.  Tel.  No.  : Hartford  23231. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  isolate  a person  for  the  purposes  of  observation 
an  approach  would  be  made  to  the  nearest  infectious  diseases  hospital  or 
to  the  Denton  Hospital,  Gravesend. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  hospital  by  ambulance, 
giving  the  name  of  the  authority  responsible  for  the  ambulance  and  the 
vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 

Patients  suffering  from  smallpox  would  be  removed  by  arrangement 
with  the  Canterbury  City  Ambulance  Service,  which  authority  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 
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(3)  Name  oii  Smallpox  Consultant  available. 

The  following  Smallpox  Consultants  are  available  for  this  area  ; 

Dr.  E.  H.  Brown,  Hither  Green  Hospital,  Hither  Green  Lane,  London, 
S.E.13. 

Hospital  Tel.  No.  : Hither  Green  3481 . 

Home  Tel.  No.  : Sanderstead  4849. 

Dr.  E.  O’Sullivan,  “Ashton,”  Church  Road,  Hartley,  Hartford,  Kent. 
Hospital  Tel.  No.  : Hartford  23231. 

Home  Tel.  No.  : Longfield  2459. 

(4)  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  Smallpox. 

At  the  Virus  Reference  Laboratory,  Central  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, Colindale  Avenue,  Colindale,  London,  N.W.9.  (Tel.  No.  Colindale 
7041). 

SECTION  YIII— Venereal  Disease 

No  change  during  the  year. 

SECTION  IX — Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  on  ships 

Table  D 


Category 

Disease 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year 
Passengers  Crew 

Number 
of  ships 
concerned 

Cases  landed  from  ships  from 
foreign  ports  

Measles. 

1 

1 

Gastro- 

enteritis 

11** 

2 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on 
ships  from  foreign  ports  but 
have  been  disposed  of  before 
arrival 

— • 

— 

— 

* An  American  serviceman,  aged  24  years,  who  was  admitted  to  the  local 
hospital  and  subsequently  transferred  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

**  Information  was  received  from  the  Chief  Officer  of  one  of  the  cross 
channel  passenger  boats  that  for  about  two  weeks  seven  of  the  deck  crew  and 
four  of  the  Chief  Steward’s  staff  had  suffered  from  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  ; 
the  persons  affected  had  remained  on  duty  as  the  duration  of  the  symptoms 
had  been  less  than  48  hours  and  were  not  severe. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  and  stool  specimens  from  seven  of  the 
affected  members  of  the  crew  and  samples  of  curry  paste  and  assorted  cold 
meat  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Maidstone  for 
examination  but  all  were  negative  to  pathogenic  organisms. 

A short  account  should  be  given  of  the  measures  taken  on  the  arrival  by  ships 
of  (a)  any  case  of  smallpox,  cholera,  plague,  yellow  fever,  typhus  or 
relapsing  fever  included  in  Table  D ; (b)  any  suspected  cases  of  any 
such  disease. 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  X Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  malaria  in  ships 

No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

SECTION  XI — Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  for 

plague 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

SECTION  XII — Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 

( 1 ) Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats. 

Formal  inspections  carried  out  by  Dover  Health  stalf  and  amplified 
by  local  Port  Health  Inspectors  during  course  of  routine  inspection  of 
vessels. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of 
rodents,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  including  the  number  of 
rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Facilities  exist  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of 
rodents  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  Preston  Hall,  British 
Legion  Village,  Maidstone.  No  rodent  was  sent  for  examination  durinc 
1966. 

(3)  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods  used,  and, 
if  done  by  a commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the  contractor. 

Harbour  district  treated  as  necessary  by  Rodent  Operators  of  the 
British  Railways  Southern  Region  and  assistance  given  by  the  Borough 
Rodent  Operator  as  required. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  over  the  past  few  years  for  work  of 
disinfestation  to  be  carried  out  on  ships  visiting  this  Port.  If,  however, 
such  work  were  necessary  the  ships  would  be  treated  with  Hydrogen 
Cyanide  by  the  Fumigation  .Services  Ltd.  under  the  direction  of  the  Dover 
Port  Health  Inspectors. 

(4)  Pr*ogress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships. 

Not  found  necessary. 

Tahlks  F an!^  F — NIL 

Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during  the 
the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

None  issued — Folkestone  is  not  an  approved  port. 

Certificates  for  vessels  owned  by  the  British  Railways  and  using  this 
port  are  issued  by  the  Dover  Port  Health  Authority. 


SECTION  XIII — Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances 

Table  G 

Inspections  and  Notices 


Notices  served 

1 

Result  of 
serving 
Notices 

Nature  and  number  of  Inspcctio 

ns 

Statutory 

Notices 

Other 

Notices 

General  inspection  of  crews'  quar- 
ters, food  preparing  places,  etc. 

101 

— 

— 

• — 

Total 

101 

— 

— 

— 
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SECTION  XIV— Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations  1934  and  1948. 

There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
authority. 


SECTION  XV — Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens. 

{Applicable  only  to  ports  approved  for  the  landing  of  aliens) 

(1)  List  of  Medical  Inspectors  of  Aliens  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment 


Name 

Date  of 
Appointment 

Qualifications 

R.  F.  H.  McElligott 

28.10.49 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

H.  Yates 

8.10.52 

M B.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P. 

C.  B.  Findlay 

28.  6.55 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

E.  Mallett  

21.10.60 

M.B.,  B.S.Lond.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.Obst.R.C.O.G. 

S.  M.  R.  Powell  

3.  2.64 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Drs.  McElligott  and  Findlay  were  employed  on  a part-time  basis  and 
Drs.  Yates,  Mallet  and  Powell  on  a sessional  basis. 


(2)  List  of  other  staff  engaged  on  this  work. 


Name 

Nature  of 
Appointment 

Date  of 
Appoint- 
ment 

Date  of 
Resig- 
nation 

Qualifications 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Brann 

Nurse- Attendant 
(part-time) 

1.6.56 

30.11.66 

S.E.A.N. 

Mrs.  M.  Fitzgerald 

Nurse-Attendant 

(part-time) 

1.12.66 

— 

S.R.N.,  S.R.F.N., 
S.C.M. 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Brann  retired  on  the  30th  November,  1966  after  more  than 
10  years  as  part-time  Nurse-attendant  and  Mrs.  M.  Fitzgerald  was  ap- 
pointed to  this  position. 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Scott,  S.R.N.,  and  Miss  F.  M.  Cook,  S.R.N.,  were  also 
available  on  a sessional  basis  to  act  as  reliefs  and  assist  when  two  or  more 
Nurse-Attendants  were  required  to  cope  with  the  large  number  of  immi- 
grants expected  to  arrive  at  the  same  time. 

(3)  Organisation  of  Work. 

No  change  during  the  year. 

(4)  Nature  and  amount  of  aliens  traffic. 

A total  of  8,497  aliens  were  examined  during  1966  ; this  is  354 
fewer  than  in  1965. 

A summary  of  their  nationalities  is  as  follows  : 
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Italian 

Spanish 

Swiss 

French 

German 

Austrian 

Portuguese  . . . 

Greek 

Turkish 

Moroccan 

American 

Israeli 

Dutch 

Finnish 

Swedish 

Danish 

South  African 
Other  nationals 
Stateless 


1966 

5,191 

1,476 

769 

332 

146 

122 

103 

99 

55 

11 

10 

9 

8 

6 

5 

2 

2 

37 

114 


1965 

(for  comparison) 
5,591 
1,471 
808 
310 
90 
127 
201 
69 
33 
18 
10 
20 


4 

4 

4 

4 
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Total  8,497  8,851 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  aliens  arriving,  examined  and  certificates 
issued  during  1966  are  set  out  below  : — 

A.  Total  number  of  arriving  vessels  carrying  aliens  : 

(a)  Passenger  686 

(b)  Cargo  3 

This  total  of  689  shows  a decrease  of  63  compared  with  the  number 
of  arriving  vessels  carrying  aliens  during  1965. 

B.  Total  number  of  arriving  aliens  (excluding  crews)  ...  148,633 

C.  Total  number  of  aliens  medically  examined  : 


With  Ministry  of  Labour  permit 

8,367 

Au  Pair  

17 

Permanent  residents  

73 

Visiting 

40 

Total 

8,497 

D.  Reports  and  certificates  for  aliens  medically  examined  : 


Nature  of  report  or  certificate 

Total  number 
of  reports 
and  certificates 
issued 

Aliens  NOT 
PERMITTED 
to  land 

A. 

Unsound  mind  or  mentally  defec- 
tive 

5 

5* 

B(l). 

Undesirable  for  medical  reasons 

2 

2** 

B(2)(a). 

Inability  to  support 

35 

1 

B(2)(b). 

Likely  to  require  medical  treat- 
ment 

80 

14 

C. 

Conditionally  landed  for  further 
medical  examination  ... 

— 

— 

Totals 

122 

22 
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Rejused  entry  on  purely  medical  grounds  : 

* Two  Italians,  one  Swiss  and  one  Frenchman  under  Article  4(2)(b)  of  Aliens 
Order,  1953. 

**One  Spaniard  and  one  Syrian  under  Article  4(2)(c)  of  Aliens  Order,  1953 

(5)  Accomiiiodation  for  medical  inspection  and  examination. 

Properly  constructed  and  equipped  medical  inspection  rooms  ad- 
jacent to  No.  1 berth  are  now  available,  but  the  practice  of  carrying  out 
examinations  in  cabins  on  board  passenger  ships  has  also  been  continued 
when  the  boats  have  docked  at  the  other  berths. 

Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act,  1962 

The  five  Medical  inspectors  (Drs.  McElligott,,  Findlay,  Mallett,  Powell 
and  Yates)  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment  under  the  Aliens  Order  1953 
also  held  the  special  Warrants  for  the  medical  examination  of  Common- 
wealth immigrants. 

Mrs.  M.  Fitzgerald,  who  succeeded  Mrs.  L.  Brann,  together  with  Mrs.  L. 
M.  Scott  and  Miss  E.  M.  Cook  were  available  as  Nurse-Attendants. 

The  number  of  Commonwealth  citizens  subject  to  control  under  this  Act 
and  those  medically  examined  were  : 


Commonwealth  immigrants  : 

1966 

1965 

(for  comparison) 

Subject  to  control  . . . 

17,650 

17,221 

Medically  examined 

462 

510 

The  nationality  of  those  examined 

was  ; 

Indian 

320 

311 

Mauritian 

46 

38 

Ceylonese  

31 

20 

Cypriot  

27 

59 

Pakistani 

9 

10 

Australian  ... 

7 

11 

Malayan 

6 

19 

Maltese 

5 

— 

Canadian 

2 

4 

West  Indian 

— 

18 

Fijian 

— 

6 

Other  nationalities  ... 

9 

14 

Total 

462 

510 

The  number  of  reports  and  certificates  issued  for  Commonwealth  citizens 
medically  examined  was  : 


Nature  of  report  or  certificate 

Number  of 
reports  or 
certificates 
issued 

Number  of 
Commonwealth 
citizens 
refused  entry 

A. 

Suffering  from  mental  disorder 

2 

2* 

B(l). 

Undesirable  for  medical  reasons 

— 



B(2). 

Likely  to  require  major  medical 
treatment 

7 

3 

Totals 

9 

5 
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* Refused  entry  on  purely  medical  {^rounds  : 

One  Australian  (originally  Yugoslavian)  and  one  Canadian  under 
Section  2(4)(a)  of  the  Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act,  1962. 


Medical  ArrangemeiUs  for  Long-Stay  Immigrants 

After  the  scheme  for  the  follow-up  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  long- 
stay  immigrants  to  this  country  had  been  in  operation  for  nearly  a year  in- 
formation was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  following  a review  of 
the  results  the  procedure  was  to  be  modified. 

A heavy  burden  was  placed  on  the  staffs  of  local  health  authorities  and 
although  the  Chief  Medical  Ofhcer  felt  justified  in  asking  them  to  continue 
with  this  work  he  was  anxious  to  relieve  them  of  any  part  of  it  which  could 
reasonably  be  reduced. 

A very  large  proportion  of  the  arrivals  in  the  past  were  short-term  seasonal 
workers  or  wives  of  resident  U.K.  citizens  who  were  about  to  obtain  British 
nationality,  most  of  these  arrivals  being  aliens,  and  in  future  only  those  im- 
migrants who  were  likely  to  settle  in  this  country,  e.g.,  stay  over  a year  or 
where  the  Medical  Inspector  thought  a visit  would  in  any  case  be  advisable, 
would  the  arrival  of  such  immigrants  be  notified  to  the  local  health  authority 
concerned. 

This  new  arrangement  came  into  operation  in  January  and  during  the  year 
the  destination  addresses  of  only  431  immigrants  were  sent  to  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts  concerned  ; this  figure  compares  with  a total 
of  9,129  (8,714  aliens  and  415  Commonwealth  immigrants)  during  1965,  Tear- 
off  slips  from  passports  in  respect  of  36  adults  and  45  children  were  also 
forwarded  to  the  appropriate  districts. 

SECTION  XVI— Miscellaneous 

Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died  on  board  ship 
from  infectious  disease. 

A mortuary  at  the  local  hospital  and  adequate  burial  and  cremation 
facilities  are  available  in  the  district. 

Cases  of  Illness  or  Injury  amongst  Passengers  and  Crew  Members. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  cases  examined  and  treatment  given  as 
necessary  : 

PASSENGERS  : 

(a)  Medical  conditions 

Male  Haematemesis 

Male  Epilepsy. 

Female  Mental  Illness. 

Female  Abscesses. 

Male  Heart  Condition. 

Male  Bilateral  hypostatic  pneumonia 

Male  Heart  condition. 

Female  Stroke. 

Female  .Stroke. 

Male  Mental  illness 

Male  Sea  Sickness 

Male  Mental  illness. 


Admitted  to  local  hospital. 

Admitted  to  local  hospital. 

Allowed  to  proceed  on  journey. 

Proceed  by  ambulance  to  London  Clinic. 

Special  facilities  for  travelling  to  London  by 
train. 

Special  facilities  for  travelling  to  London  by 
train. 

Special  facilities  for  travelling  to  London  by 
train. 

Special  facilities  for  travelling  to  London  by 
train. 

Special  facilities  for  travelling  to  London  by 
train. 

Proceeded  with  companion  to  London. 

Treated  and  proceeded  on  journey. 

Admitted  to  mental  hospital. 
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(b)  Injuries 

Male  Injury  to  leg. 

Male  Injury  to  forearm. 

Male  Cut  forehead. 

Male  Injury  to  leg. 

Male  Dislocation  of  thumb. 

Female  Injury  to  back  of  head. 

Male  Fractured  leg. 

Five  members  Injuries  following 

of  same  family.  accident  abroad. 
Female  Bruised  shoulder. 

CREW  MEMBERS  : 

(a)  Medical  conditions 

Seaman  History  of  vomiting  and  ab- 
dominal pain. 

(b)  Injuries 

Fireman  Head  injury. 

Seaman  Laceration  over  right  eye. 


Admitted  to  local  hospital. 

Treated  and  proceeded  on  journey. 
Treated  and  proceeded  on  journey. 
Treated  and  proceeded  on  journey. 
Treated  at  local  hospital. 

Treated  at  local  hospital. 

By  ambulance  to  own  home. 

By  ambulance  to  own  home. 

Allowed  to  continue  journey. 


Admitted  to  local  hospital. 

By  ambulance  to  home  and  referred  to  own 
doctor. 

Treated  and  referred  to  own  doctor. 


SECTION  XVIII— Food  Inspection 

Information  supplied  by  L.  H.  Vale,  Esq.,  Chief  Public  Health  and 
Food  Inspector  for  the  Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone. 

(i)  General 

592  visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  the  Harbour 
during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  routine  inspection  of  passenger  and/or 
cargo  carrying  vessels,  and  for  the  examination  of  foodstuffs  landed  at  the 
Port. 

All  vessels  regularly  operating  from  the  port  were  subject  to  routine 
check  observation  on  berthing,  detailed  inspections  being  made  at  frequent 
intervals  ; water  supplies  were  sampled  from  time  to  time  for  bacterio- 
logical purposes  and  reference  has  already  been  made  on  page  6 to  the 
results  obtained.  A total  of  18  vessels  used  the  port  for  varying  periods 
during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  cross  channel  services. 

Reference  was  made  in  my  last  report  to  the  introduction  in  June, 
1965  of  a sealed  container  service  under  which  cargoes  shipped  from 
Boulogne  are  freighted  through  the  port  direct  to  London  under  Customs 
Bond.  Inspection  of  foodstuffs  under  this  arrangement,  which  continued 
during  1966,  is  normally  carried  out  at  the  final  clearance  depot. 

The  separate  cargo  service  from  Boulogne  to  Folkestone  was  dis- 
continued as  from  29th  November,  1966  and  no  official  intimation  has 
been  received  by  my  department  that  the  service  is  likely  to  be  re-instated. 
A very  small  amount  of  cargo  carried  on  passenger  vessels  is,  however, 
still  being  dealt  with  at  the  Port. 

Over  a period  of  approximately  3 weeks  during  November  passenger/ 
cargo  carrying  vessels  from  Boulogne,  Calais  and  Ostend  were  diverted 
to  Folkestone  from  Dover  whilst  maintenance  work  was  in  progress  at 
Dover  Harbour. 
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(ii)  Summary  olt  Foodstuffs  Imported  during  1966 


BOULOGNE 

CALAIS 

OSTEND 

T.  Cwt. 

Qr. 

lb. 

T.  Cwt. 

Qr. 

lb. 

T.  Cwt. 

Qr. 

lb. 

Beef  (hind  qtrs.)  ... 

1 

10 

2 

10 

Biscuits 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 3 

— 

2 

— 

7 

3 

12 

Cheese 

4 

13 

2 

Cherry  juice 

Chicory 

— 

4 

3 

22 

10 

14 

2 

16 

Fish  

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 3 

1 

9 

45 

9 

2 

— 

Grapes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

20 

15 

1 

3 

12 

Lamb  carcases 

1 

10 

2 

10 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Salmon 

— 

— 

2 

— 



— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

— 

— 

16 

7 6 

2 

3 

71 

13 

3 

12 

Grand  Total — 87  tons,  0 cwt.,  2 qrs.,  3 lbs. 


(iii)  Foodstuffs  condemned 

(a)  Meat 

Two  consignments  of  lambs  (64  carcases  in  all),  which  had  originally 
been  exported  from  this  country  but  had  been  subsequently  rejected  on 
arrival  in  France,  were  inspected  on  return  to  the  Port. 

For  the  purposes  of  relevant  Regulations  the  carcases  were,  in  fact, 
at  this  stage  being  imported  and  thus  became  subject  to  the  special  re- 
strictions of  the  Importation  of  Carcases  and  Animal  Products  Order 
1954  ; they  were  accordingly  placed  under  detention  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  condition  of  the  carcases  (total  weight  1 ton,  10  cwts.,  2 qrs., 
10  lbs.)  inevitably  deteriorated  and  all  were  ultimately  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  ; a special  licence  had  to  be  obtained  from 
the  Ministry  however  before  they  could  be  removed  from  the  Harbour 
for  destruction. 

(b)  Fish 

56  lbs.  of  salmon  in  unsound  condition  were  also  condemned. 

(iv)  Chemical  Examination  of  Food 

One  sample  was  submitted  for  chemical  examination  during  the  year 
and  the  result  is  set  out  hereunder  : 


Sample  No. 

Nature  of  Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

107 

Concentrated  Cherry 
Juice 

Sample  was  free  from 
arsenic  and  toxic  met- 
als ; contained  130 
parts  per  million  of 
sulphur  dioxide  preser- 
vative. There  was  no 
added  colour,  and  ben- 
zoic acid  was  absent. 

Satisfactory 

96 


'>© 

V© 

On 

o 

b 

H 

o 

u 

)-N 

o 

o 

o 

o 


U! 

o 

>. 

<D 

> 

Ui 

D 

c/1 

T3 

d 

cj 

Vh 

(D 

<D 

C 

• f-H 

W) 

C 

W 

_o  bX) 
p 
O 

Ui 

„ o 
am 
a . 

w 


TD 

D 


oO 

C 

O 


c 

p 


p 

r“ 

P 

O 


M 

m 

d 


cr 

c/:i 

M 

€\ 

S, 

4-> 

C/3 

P 

u 


Cj 

Anp  ouo  ui 

jS3in9.io 

p-ONP'O’— i^Oinr-oor-tn 

00000^000^00 

X 

(9Jom  JO  loO 
sAnp-UTn>[ 

oor~-c^ONf/>p-ONp-</np-Tt<^ 

li— l^r— 1^1— 1 CJC'ICJ 

I^iox 

oomcor-im'oo^ONr~-oo'0 

(Nmt^voP'ONrJ^cpOooO 

rjcnOrJacjp’cdoONrt'rf 

s 

C) 

a: 

Auq  :js9iuuns 

t 

r^iomoop-ONONOONrorjrJ 

NO'vdorJwSrdp-rdOcKcidNd 

t-H  1-H  r-H  H t-H 

sujqsuns 

JO  sAcq 

iocnooaNONONr'’-HOf<30NP‘ 

•S 

3 

C/3 

oSbjsav 

Anna 

o^r-^T— ir<3>oir>r'Oo>/-)T-iaNrJ 
oai/Scdr^C-^irit^NOrnaa 

l^iox 

ov^mooNoomiT)'— icn^O 
odar^aop-i/5aT:r'sd’'vdo 

r'i(^'/-iOc/3rjr^P‘<^ON»oP' 
^ ^ (N  rJ  ^ CJ  ^ 

sjsoj j jiV  JO  'o^sL 

CjCJCJCJj  1 I I 1 jCJC-) 

s;soj j punojf)  jo  'om 

iciccr^^l  1 1 1 1 jC'*c^ 

•i^ 

punojf)  UI 
•JJ  h 

iciOoONrtOp-C'loomo'ocrN 

iriin'sdodcjNdoNONOcKcnod 

a ^ 

^ cw 

3. 

3 Co 

3 3 

•UTp\[  Un9py[ 

r-tnOooaN|>p-Trp;;^NOp 

rncKodacofnp-Ti-pcpo,o\.o 

mcnmTi-Ti-in>C)ir)>oiOfcm 

•xnjAI  unaj^ 

r-'icimc-cJc-ON^cc^rcO 

o t^‘  O a cK  CO  1/5  G NO  On  00  G 

p-p-»OVnCOCOND'sD'OlC>p-p- 

(si^qilllW)  ’TS'JM 
ojnssajj  Jiy  unapv 

pr^pONCJcCONp-ONOCJOO 

CNi^TPoodNoi/Scoodop-iO 

oooooooooooo 

r-M  •»— H T— ^ T— ( 

Month 

Januai*y 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

97 


Heights  above  M&an  Sea  Level  Heights  above  Ground  Highest  Max.  80°  F on  10th  July. 

Barometer  Cistern  218.4  ft.  Rim  of  Rain  Gauge  12  ins.  Lowest  Min.  20°  F on  19th  & 20th  January. 

Rain  Gauge  Site  128.5  ft.  Thermometers  4 ft.  Lowest  Grass  Min.  17°  F on  26th  December. 

Sunshine  Recorder  98.75  ft. 


